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THE 


PREFACE. 


| N the T reatiſe of the Government of 
| J-- T ongue publiſht by me heretofore , 
T had occaſson to take notice among the 
exorbitances of that unruly part , which 
ſets on fire the whole courſe of nature, 
and its ſelf is ſet on fire from hell, Fam. 
$ 3.6. of the impious vamty prevailing in 
s this Age, whereby men play with ſacred 
i things, and exerciſe thetr wit upon thoſe 
Scriptures by which they ſhall be judg'd 
q atthelaſt day, Foh. 12. 48. 
But that holy Book not only ſuffering 
1 by the petulancy of the T ongwe, but the 
| malice of the heart , out of the abundance 
| whereof the mouth ſpeaks , dat. 12. 34. 
| and alſo from that irreligion , prepoſſeſſion, 
; ana ſupineſs, which the purſuit of ſen- 
, ſual 
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to do amiſs , quickly diſpute and diate ; I 
found my ſelf concern'd to paſs ſomtimes 
within tbe verge of controverſy, and to diſe 
conrſe upon the principles of reaſon,and de- 
dutions from Teftimony, which in the moſt 
important tranſactions of human life are 
juſtly taken for evidence. In which whole 
performance I have ſtudied to avoid the 
entanglements of Sophiſtry , and the ambi- 
tion of unintelligible quotations ; and 
kept my ſelf within the reach of te un- 
learned Chriſtian Reader ; to whoſe uſes, 
my labors have bin ever dedicated. 

All that T require, is that men would 
bring as much readineſs to entertain the 
holy Scriptures , as they do to the reading 
profane Authors ; T am aſham'd to ſay, as 
they do to the incentives of wice and folly, 
nay, to the libels and invettives that are 
7 levell d againft the Scriptures. 

Ay. I obtain this , 1 will make no dowbt 
| that 
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over by them is thy ſervant taught, and 
in keeping of them there is great reward. 
It is ſaid of Moſes, Ex. 34. 29. that 
having recerv'd the Law from God, and 
converſt with him in Mount Sina forty 
aaies together , his face ſhone, and had 
a brightneſs fixt upon it that daxzled 
the beholders ; a pledg and ſhort eſſay 
not only of the appearance at Mount Ta- 
bor, Mart. 17. 1. where at the T rans- 
guration he again was ſeen in glory : 
but of that greater,and yet future change 
when he ſhall ſee indeed his God face 
to face, and ſhare his glory unto all e- 
ternity. T he ſame divine Goodneſs groes 
ul his Law to every one of us. Let us 
recerve it with due regard and venera- 
 Ftton ; converſe with him therein, inſtead 
Ref forty daies, during our whole lives ; 
and (0 anticipate and certainly aſſure our 
prtereſt mn that great T ransfiguration, 
1 b when 
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Pur cyrious As, like thoſe mention'd 
\&. 19. 19. ſhall be brought forth, and 
burnt before all men ; J/hen the great 
Book of nature, and heaven it ſelf ſhall 
depart as a ſcroul roll'd together, Rev. 
6. 14. At which important ſeaſon 'twill 
be more to purpoſe , to have ſtudied well , 
that is,tranſcrib'd in practice this one Book, 
then to have run thro all beſides, for then 
he dead ſmall and great ſhall ſtand be- 
ore God, and the Books ſhall be open'd, 
and another Book ſhall be open'd which 
s the Book of Life, and the dead ſhall 
be judg'd out of thoſe things which 
vere written in the Books, according to 
their works, Rev. 20. 12. 
In vain ſhall men allege the want of aue 
onviction , that they did not know how 
penab it would be, to diſregard the, San- 
tons of Gods Law, which theywould have 
bad enforcd by immediat miracle ; the 
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The ſeveral Methods of Gods communia 
cating the knowledg of himſelf. 


OD , as he is inviſible to human 

eics, ſo is he unfathomable by hy- 

man underſtandings ; the per- 

fetion of his nature, and the im- 

potency of ours, ſerting us at tao 

- great a diſtance to have any clear 

7 grown of him. Nay, fo far are we from 
full comprehenſion , that we can difcern 


m——_— at all of him, bur by his own light; 


thoſe diſcoyeries he hath bin pleas'd to make 


Z of himſelf. 


2. Trossz have bin of ſeyeral ſorts; The 


firſt was by infuſion in-»ians creation, er 
A 0 
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df Gods being manifeſted im the fleſh, and the 
onſequents thereof. 1 Tim. 3. 16. whereby 
pur Savior as he effected our reconciliation 
vith God, by the ſacrifice of his death ; ſo he 
declar'd both that, and all things elſe that 
t concern'd man to know in. order to bliſs, 
n his.dodtrin and holy life. And this Teacher 
deing not only ſex? from God, Jo. 3. bur be- 
ng himſelf God bleſſed for ever; it cannot 
de that his inſtructions can want any ſupple- 
ment. Yet that they: might not want atte- 
ſtation. neither to the incredulous world ; 
Mc confirm'd them by: the repered, miracles 
of his life, and by the teſtimony of thoſe 
ho ſaw. the more. irrefragable conyidtion of 
is Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. And thar 
hey alſo' might not want eredit and en- 
forcemeat, the holy Spirit ſer to his ſeal, and 
dy his miraculous -*s bs uponthe Apoſtles, 
Wborh aſſerted their commiſſion , and enabled 
them for the diſcharge of it, by all gifts ne- 
ceſlary. for the propagating the Faith of 
C #77 iis the whole World. 
5.; THESE were the waies by which God 
. was plcaſed to revele himſelf to to the Fore- 
fathers of our Faith, and that not only for 
Wtheir ſakes, but ours alſo, ro whom they were 
o derive.thoſe divine dictats they had re- 
RKcciy'd:, Saint Stephen tells us, thoſe under the 
Law receiyd the lively Oracles todeliver down 
is Mo their poſterity, AF. 7, 38. And thoſe we 
A 2 cr 
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SECT, I. Gods Methods of Commun. 5 


that hears any of his Epiſtles read, is as really 
ſpoke to by Saint Paul, as thoſe who were 
within the ſound of his yoice. T bus God who 
in times paſt pake at ſundry times, and in druer ſe 
manners to our Fathers by the Prophets, and i 
the later dates by bu ſon, Heb. 1. 1,2, conti- 
nues ſtill to ſpeak to us by theſe inſpir'd Wri- 
ters; and what Chriſt once ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples in relation to their preaching, is no leſs 
true of their writings : He zhat deſpiſeth you, de- 
ſriſeth me, Luk. 10. 16. All the contemt that 
is at any time flung on theſe ſacred Writings, 
bands higher, and finally devolves on the 
firſt Author of thoſe docrins, whereof theſe 
are the Regiſtres and Tranſcriprs. 

7. Bur this is a guilt which one would 
think peculiar to Infidels and Pagans, and not 
incident to any who had in their Baptiſm 
h | liſted themſelves under Chrifts banner : yer I 
>-& fear I may ſay, of the two parties, the Scri- 
- & prure has met with the worſt treatment from 
a the later. For if we meſure by the _ 
i- © and variety of injuries. 1 fear Chriſtians wi 
s & appear to have out-vied Heathens : Theſe 
- & bluntly disbelieve them, negle&, nayp 
$s & ſcornfully deride them. Alas , Chriſtians 
, © this and more; they not only pur contents, 
y 3 bur tricks upon the mae 274% , wreſtand diſtore 
{1 it ro juſtify all their wild phancies, or ſecular 
E 


deſigns ; and: ſubotn irs Patronage xo choſe 
things it forbids, and tells us that God _ 
. In- 
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SECT. I. Cond s Methads of Commun. '> 


It may not be utterly yain to attemrt the ex- 
citing of thoſe drowſy notions that lie :un- 
active in them, by preſenting ro them ſom 
conſiderations - concerning the excellence 
and uſe of the Scripture: which. being all but 
ie MW neceſſary conſequences of thar principle the 

i{- Ware ſuppoſed to own, w1z. that they are Gods 
e- Wword, I cannot much queſtion their afſentro 
2 Wrhe ſpeculative part: I wiſh I couldas proba- 
t- bly aſſure my ſelf of the pracic. S 

iS To. Ixptt were there nothing elſe to be 
or W ſaid in behalf of holy Wrir, bur thar it is Gods 
word , that were enough to command the 
1f- Wmoſt awful regard to it. And therefore it is 
1d Wbur juſt we make that the firſt and principal 
e- Wconſideration in our preſent diſcourſe. Bur 
 "Wthen 'ris impoſſible thar that can want others 
or Wro attend it; ſince whatſocyer God ſaics , is 
x- Win all reſpe&ts completely good. I ſhall rhere- 
cd Wf fore to that of its divine original add "ie 6 
n- Wly the conſideration of its ſubje&t Martrer ; 
i- Frhirdly, of its excellent and no leſs diffuſive 
10 Wend and deſign; and fourthly, of its exact 
ct Wpropriety and fitneſs to that deſign, which are 
iS Wall ſuch qualifications, that where they con- 
cur, nothing more can be requir'd to com- 
mend a writing to the eſteem of rational 
men. And upon all theſe reſts, notwithſtan- 
ding the cavil of the Romaniſts and others, 
vhoſe force we ſhall examin with the unhap- 
py iſſue of contrary counſels , this law of wa 
W 


11 

odoy njeq 1 © 33oy2 8ey anon, momBpaſmouy: 
-oe' us yon 02 .5Jqezaayur 332djaer pur vonrrL 
-op1Juod 't 10u wot pioye Inq *PoHt Jo Ppaom. 
242 Se way 03 Waye jeiauos p nfuod e aa1lk 
014 © $53m1d115g paiory ay 2Mo Aya 22uaddaal 
ynf 2ey3 3o' $994B3p woy wen 194 *2dwonuoa! 
$153 OF P, AlaJe 10U-0y2 © oUM Auew 242 210y3 
194 * waoz $1153 Jo 1ou 9ae me (ya1q 2q poyt ) 
oy2 *S9pyaq puy *$19tpo 03 $210PnNue 22y1u 
-jwpe 02 A1r1jo99u 11 $19Pual 2Jaya 30 uongap 
-u3 Buzpeaad; 243 204 * SJ1r3 aUIAIP 22 2J0yat 
pag2Inj | pmnoyj AzoxeaO uewny 1ey2 239d 
-X9 03 22UaſoJul 212M, Aru *$joappe 01 uew 
103 UIeA $J2Juo? 1 $11, 2JÞya SE yony 0.1, 6 
| 'Sa1anſut awry 2y2 Jujnad 
-212 Aq Sogegaw 30 vorya9oNn] e yon 22.Jue 
pmnom *'9E <17T *27py *padjary ays ut vawpueq 
nH 212 291] pue *p[O 2ya Se AN Iu aJidg 
-3p JPA Se pJnoM OyUM $12y02J aAPY IM *JeyL 
207 »doy 2a pJno» *© sepe 29x Conewnya yuſ 
$11 02 21- 1940994 Pur *s1124 Jo —_— IY1 1191 
WI -2e 02 © 9unLIM poardgul 22ynoue Ayaion Yao 
Wl © 5103Þ20y3 220.1 23 'waya 22emnBas 02 P,uB1z 
Wop sem yorya © yoog utalp $12.30 BuImnJeA 
JP Dy se ©s:ouuew 30 yonraridap [ejloarun 
WM 12 30 53ne>. $Sno1>e5ypo pue 2AJua2yaId wo? of 
2uo Aur u31ye' 01 paey 24244, 9A2NÞP4Qq 1] PUY 
pot w2o15jmuweo 2x43 2ya 3o $Jp] yonu *uew 
IJqyuay e zo Spaom ItÞ2 103 21 P,UMO IM July 
TDar3z pnom twat] $19p1juo2-3ey1 Iy 1eh2 31 
Dyo om $2Jnqe 2y2 ae Aueu of  d11dN] *$ 


29 19914-9141 ruprſtaq599 5 9 


- — 


- —_— 


| IS 


$4 
Foboq-4 mts 
+ 2 


= mn = 
* 
— CI en EE Ee Es ee ee 
- Ga - d - if R 
: £ Is” 
pa A * Sat ah 'FY 
4 - (OR % 
4 
4 - gp. =< - 
a a 3 I, 4 


— 


7: 


Fxct. II. Divine Original of Holy Scripture. 9 


S634 F 


T he drvine Original, Endearments, and 
Authority of the Holy Scripture. 


ENs judgments are ſo apt to be biaſt 
by their affetion , that we often find 
hem readier to conſider' who ſpeaks, then 
hat is ſpoken: a temper very unſafe , and 
he principle of great injuſtice in our infe- 
ior tranſactions with men ; yet here there 
re very few of us that can wholly diveſt our 
elves of it, whereas, when we deal with God 
in whom alone an implicit faith may ſe- 
urely be repoſed) we are nice and wary, 
dring our ſcales and meſures, will take no- 
hing upon his word which holds nor weight 
n our own balance. *'Tis true, he needs nor 
OUT partiality to be zuſtified in bis ſayings, Plal. 
51.4. Hu words are pure, even as the ſubver tried 
even times in the te Pſal. 12.6. able to paſs 


the ſtricteſt reſt that right reaſon (rruly ſo 


alled) can putthem to. Yer it ſhews a wo 
perverſeneſs in our nature, that we who ſo 
aſily reſign our underſtandings to fallible 
en, ſtand thus upon our guard againſt God ; 
ake him diſpute bog every inch he gains on 


S; nor will afford him what we daily grant 
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pf obſervance, that we ſee IJa/0-07, when he 
vould impreſs his counſels, aſſumes the per- 
on of a Father; Hear O my children the in- 
truttions of a Father, Prov. 4.1. And gene- 
ally thro that whole Book he uſes the com- 
xellation of my Son , as the greateſt endear- 
1ent to engage attention and reverence. 

ay ſo indiſpenſible was the obligation of 
hildren in this reſpe& , that we ſee the con- 

macious child thar would not hearken to 
he advice of his Parents, was by God himſelf 
adjudged to death , Dewr.z1. 20. 

5. Nor have only Gods, but mens Laws 
xacted that filial reverence to the diftats of 
Parents. Bur certainly no Parent can pre- 
end ſuch a title to itas God, whois notonly 
he immediat Father of our perſons, but the 
Original Father of our very nature; not on- 
y of our fleſh, bur of our ſpirits alſo, Heb. 12. g. 
So that the Apoſtles Antithefis in that place 
Is as properly applied to counſels as corre- 

ions , and we may as rightly infer , that if 
ve give reverence to the advices of our earth- 
ly Parents, much more ought we ſubjett our 
ebves to this I'ather of our ſpirits. And we 
ave the very ſame reaſon wherewith to en- 
force it : for the Fathers of our fleſh do as 
pften dictate, as corre according to their 

Pwy pleſires , preſcribe to their children not 
according to the exact meſures of right and 
vrong , but after that humor which moſt pre- 
B z domi- 
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T2 The Chriſtians Birth-right, Gc. 


dominates in themſelves. But God alwaie 
directs his admonitions to our profit , that 
may be partakers of hu holineſs , Heb. 12. 11, 
So that weareas unkind to our ſelves, as irre- 
verent towards him, whenever we let anyc 
his words fall to theground; whoſe claim to 
this part of our reverence is much more irre- 
fragable then rhat of our natural Parents. 

6. Bur beſides this native Autority there 
is alſo an acquired; and that we may diſtin- 
guiſh into two ſorts ; the one of dominion, 
the other of reputation. To the firſt kind be- 
longs that of Princes , Magiſtrates, Maſters, or 
any that have coercive power over us. And 
our own intereſt teaches us not to ſlight the 
words of any of theſe , who can ſo much to 
our coſt ſecond them with deeds. Now God 
has all theſe titles of juriſdiction ; He is the 
great King , P/. 48. 2. Nor was it only a 
complement of the Pſalmiſts ; for himtelf 
owns the ſtile, I amagreat King, Mal. rt. He 
# the Fudg « fre the World ; Gen. 18. yea, that 
Ancient of dates, before whom the Books were 
open'd, Dan. 7. 10. Heis our Lord and Maſter 
by right , both of Creation and Redemrion; 
and this Chriſt owns even in his ſtate of ina- 
nition ; yea, when he was about the moſt 
ſervile imploiment; the waſhing his Diſciples 
feet; when he was moſt literally in the Gen | 
of a ſervant; yet he ſcruples nor to aſſert his 
right to that oppoſite title ; 7ou call me Major" 
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Secrt.1I. Drvine Original of Holy Scripture. x3 
and Lord ; and ye ſay well, for ſo Tam; Jo. 13. 


Nor are theſe emty names, bur effectively at- 
rended with all the power they denore. Yet 
ſo ſtupid are we , that whilſt we awfully re- 
ccive the dictates of our earthly Superiors, 
we ſlight and neglect the Oracles of that God 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
When a Prince ſpeaks, we are apt to cry out 
with Herods Flatterers , the Torce of a God, and 
not of a man, Act.12. Yet when it is indeed 
the yoice of God, we chuſe tor liſten to an 
thing elſe rather then ir. Bur let us ſadly re- 
member, that notwithſtanding our contemts, 
this word ſhall ( as our Savior tells us) judg 
us at the laſt day, Jo. 12. 38. 

7. A ſecond ſort of acquir'd Autority is 
that of reputation. When a man is famed 
eW for ſom extraordinary excellencies, whether 
all moral or intelle&ual , men come with appe- 
{WW tite to his diſcourſes , greedily ſuck themin, 
2M nor nced ſuch a one beſpeak attention ; his 
til very name has ea it "I 92m , and prepoſleſt 

him of his Auditors regard. Thus the Rab- 
bies among the Jews, the Philoſophers among 
the Greeks, were liſtened to as Oracles, and 
to cite them was (by their admiring Diſci- 
ples) thought a concluding Argument. Nay, 
under Chriſtianity , this admiration of mens 
®perſons has bin ſo inordinate , that it has 
crumbled Religion away in little inſignifi- 
cant parties ; whilſt not only Paul, Apolio, ot 
Cephas , 
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Cephas , but names infinitly interior , have be. 
come the diſtinctive characters of Sets and 
ſeparate Communions. So eaſily alas are we 
charm'd by ourprepoſleſſions, and with itch- 
ing ears run in queſt of thoſe doctrins which 
the fame of their Authors, rather then the 
evidence of truth , commend to us. 

8. And hath God don nothing to get him 
a repute among us? has he no excellencies 
to ; #7 ah our eſteem ? is he not worthy to 
preſcribe to his own creatures ? If we think 
yes, why is he the only perſon to be diſregard- 
ed? or why do we ſo unſeaſonably depart 
from our own humor, as not to give his Word 
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a reverence proportionable to that we pre- 
tend for him; nay, which we actually pay to 


men of like paſſions with our ſelves? A con- 
temt ſo abſurd as well as impious, that we 
have not the example of any the r.oſt barba- 
rous people to countenance us. For tho ſom 
of them bs made very wild miſtakes in the 
choice of their Deities , yet they have all a- 
greed in this common principle , that what- 
ever thoſe Deities ſaid, was to be receiy'd with 
all poſſible veneration ; yea , ſuch a defe- 
rence gave they to all ſignifications of the 
divine will, that as they would undertake no 
great enterprize withour conſulting their} 
Auguries; ſo upon any inauſpicious ſigns they Þ 
relinquiſhe their attemts. And certainly tt 
we had the fame reverence for the true _ 
which! 
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c-Svhich they had for the falſe, we ſhould as 
dWrcquently conſulr him. We may do it with 
uch more caſe and certainty : we need not 
b-Wcuſt ro the entrails of Beaſts , or motion of 

Zirds; weneed notgo to Delphos, or the Ly- 
nefWHian Hammon for Ta reſolving our doubrs ; 
ut what Moſes ſaid to 1/raet is very applica- 


mEDictous, the Word is meh thee, Deurt. 30.14. 
eSWT hat Word which David made his Counſellor , 
tolPſal. 119. 24. his Comforter, ver. 50. his Tre- 
nkW/zre, ver. 72. his Study ver.gg. And had we 
d-Mhoſe awful 'apprehenfions of God which he 
tad, we ſhould pay the like reverence to his 
roWVord. Did we well ponder how many titles 
<-Wpt Autority he has over us, we ſhould ſurely 
role aſham'd ro deny that reſpect to him in 
n-Wvhom they all conſpire ; which we dare nor 
veEWicny to: them ſeparately in human Supe- 
a-WTio0rs. 

m 9. A ſecond motive to eſteem mens words, 
hes the kindneſs of the ſpeaker. This has ſuch 
a-W faſcinating power, as nothing bur ex- 
t-Wreme ill nature can reſiſt. When a man is 
th aſlur'd of the kindneſs of him that ſpeaks, 
e-Wvhatcver is ſpoken is taken in Ea. part. 
neWT his is ir that diſtinguiſhes the admonitions 
10 Wf a friend from the reproches of an enemy ; 
rnd we daily in common converſation re- 
2y F&cive thoſe things with contentment and ap- 
i =$lauſe from an intimate and familiar , which 


20K ſpoken by a ſtranger or enemy wovld be 
ch3 F 5 , hs deſpis'd 
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deſpis'd or ſtomach'd. So inſinuarting a thing 
is kindneſs, that where it has once got it ſelf 
believ'd, nothing it ſaies after is lifDured; it 
fupples the 4220 , and makes it ductile and 
pliant to any au! c/qy tae 
10. BuT what human kindneſs is there 
that can come in any competition with the 
Divine? it ſurpaſſes that of the neareſt and 
deareſt relations ; Mothers may forget , yet wi 
T not forget thee , 1a. 49.15. And the Pſalmiſt 
found it experimentally true , hen my Fath 
and my Mother forſake me, the Lord taketh 
#p, Pſ. 27.10. The tendereſt bowels compare 
to his , are adamant and flint : ſo that 'ris 
molt proper epithet the Wiſe man gives him 
O Lord thou lover of ſouls, Wil. 11.26. Nor i 
this affection merely mental, bur ir atreſts it 
ſelf by innumerable efte&s. The effects of loye 
areall reducible to two heads, doing and fſut 
fering; and by both theſe God has moſt emi 

nently atteſted his love to us. ; 
ir. For the firſt , we cannot look eithe 
on our bodies or our ſouls, on the whole Uni 
yerſc abour us, or that better World aboye us 
bur we ſhall in each ſee 7he Lord hath don gres 
things for us, Pſal. 114. Nay, not only our 
Enjoiments, but even the capacity to enjoy 
is his bounty. Had not he drawn mankine 
out of his original clay , what had we bin con# 
cern'd in all the other works of his Creation? 
$0 that if we pur any value cither upon what 
we 
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7e have or what we are, we cannot bur ac- 
2Unt our ſelves ſo much indebred ro this his 
ive love. And tho the paſſive was not pra- 

icable by the divine Nature ſimply bad a- 
art, yet that we might not want all ima- 
inable eyidences of his love, he who was 

od bleſſed for ever, linkr his impaſſible ro 
ur paſſible nature; aſſum 'd our humanity, 
hat he might eſpouſe our ſorrows, and was 
orn on purpoſe that he might die for us. So 
tat ſure we may ſay in his own words , greater 
we then this bath no man, Jo. 15, 13. 

12. AND now 'tis very hard, it ſuchanun- 
arallel'd love in God, may nor as muchr af- 
:& us as the ſlight benefaCtions of every or- 
inary friend; if it cannot ſo much recom- 
ST hem ro our regard, as to reſcue his 


ord from contemr, and diſpoſe us to re- 
eive impreſſions from it; eats when 
is very ſpeaking is a new a of his kindneſs 
nd dehon'd to our "art adyantage. 


13. Bur if all he has don and ſuffer'd for us 
annot obtain him ſo, much from us, we muſt 
urely confeſs, our diſingenuity is as ſuperla- 
ive as his love. For in this inſtance we have 
o plea for our ſelves. The diſcourſes of men, 
is true, may ſomtime be ſo weak and irra- 
ional, that tho kindneſs may ſuggeſt pity, 

cannot reyerence; Bur this can neyer hap- 
n in God, whoſe wiſdom is as infinite as 
is loye. He talks not at our yain rate who 

C often 
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dy of ſacred Writ by the ſupereminent 
iſdom of its Author. For ſuch men muſt 
ther affirm that God has not ſuch a ſuper- 
inency ; or that, thohe have in himſelf, he 
ach. noth exerted it in this writing : The for- 
er is down-right blaſphemy ; and truly the 
ter is the ſame, a little yaried: For that any 
ting but what is exactly wiſe , can procced 
om infinite wiſdom, is too abſurd for an 
an to imagin. And therefore the thar 
arges Gods Word with defet of wiſdom, 
uſt interpretatively charge God ſo too. For . 
jo 'tis true, a wiſe man may ſomrimes ſpeak 
oliſhly ; yet that happens thro that mixture 
ignorance or paſſion, which is in the moſt 
owing of mortals : bur in God , who'is a 
re Ac&t, andeſlential Wiſdom, that is anim- 
poſſible ſuppoſition. | 
16. Nay, indced it were to tax him of 
dlly beyond what is incident to any ſenſible 
jan , who will ſtill proportion his inftru- 
zents to the work he defigns. Should we not 
pnclude him mad , that ſhould atremr to fell 
mighty Oak with a Pen-knife, or ſtop a Tor- 
nt with a wiſp of Straw? And fure their 
dnceptions are not much more reycrend of 
od, who can ſuppoſe that a writing defign'd 
him for ſuch important ends, as the making 
n wiſe unto ſalvation , 2 Tim. 3.15. the caſting 
vn all that exalts it ſelf againſt the obedrence 


Chriſt, x Cor. 10. 5. ſhouldir ſelf be fooliſh 
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hildren of men are deceitful upon the weights , 
Pſal. 62. 9g. Much guile often lurks indiſcer- 
ibly under the faireſt appearances : but Gods 
eracity is as eſſentially himſelf, as his wiſ- 
dom, and he can no more deceive us, thenhe : 
in be deceiv'd himſelf. He i not man that he 
hould die, Num. 23.19. He deſigns not ( as 
men often do ) to ſport himſelf with our cre- 
dulity ; and raiſe hopes which he never means 
to ſatisfy : he /ates not to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek 
e me im vain, Ex. 45.19. but all his prom/es 
are yea aud Amen, 2. Cor. 1. 20. He is pertect- 
y ſincere in all the propoſals he makes in his 
ord : which is a moſt rational motive for 
$toadyertto it, not only with reyerence bur 
LOVE. 

19. AND now when all theſe motives are 
1us combined ; the autority, rhe kindneſs, 
he wiſdom , the veracity of the ſpeaker , what 

can be requir'd more to render his words of 
eight with us? It this four-fold cord will 
ot draw us, we have ſure the ſtrengrh , norof 
men, but of that Legion we read of in the 
Goſpel, Mar.s. 9g. For theſe are ſo much the 
prds of a man, ſo adapted to our natures, 
ay to our conſtant uſage in other things, 
hat we muſt put off much of our humanity, 
diſclaim the common meſures of mankind; 
we be not attracted by them. For I dare 
ppeal to the breaſt of any ſober, induſtrious 
an, whether in caſe a perſon, who he _ 
ure 
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ct.ll. Divine Original of Holy S, cripture. 2 ; 


of Divinity it carries, ſerved rather as a Brand 
o ſtigmatize and defame , rhen adorn and 
recommend it. A contemt which ſtrikes im- 
mediatly at God himſelf, whoſe reſentments 
f ir, tho for the preſent ſuppreſt by his long- 
uftering , will at laſt break out upon all who 
perſeyereſotoaftronthim, in a udgment wor- 
ty of God , Wil. 12.26. 

21. Bur after all that has bin ſaid, I fore- 
ce ſom may ſay, that I have all this while bur 
deaten the air , have built upon a principle 

hich ſom flatly deny , others doubt of , and 
ave run away with a ſuppoſition that the 
Zible is of divine Original ,- without any at- 
emt of proof. To ſack as theſe 1 might juſt- 
enough object the extreme hard meſure 
bh ofter to Divinity above all other Sciences. 
or in thoſe, they Ail allow ſom fundamen- 
al maxims, which are preſuppoſed without 
proof; but in this they 58 ans * no Poſtulata , 
o granted principle on which to ſuperſtruQ, 
f rhe ſame rigor ſhould be extended to ſecu- 
ar caſes , - what a damp would it ſtrike upon 
ommerce ? For example, a man expects fair 
dealing from his neighbor, upon the ſtrength 
df thoſe common notions of Juſtice he = 
umes writ in all mens hearts: bur according 
> this meſure, he muſt firſt prove to every 
an he deals with , that ſuch notions there, 

e, and that they arc obligatory : that the 

ates expos'd to fale are his own; that domi- 

nion 
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24. Now the motives of our belicf in the 
yreſent caſe , are ſuch as arc extrinſic , or 
ntrinfic to the Scriptures ; of which the ex- 
rinſic are firſt, and preparative'to the orher ; 
nd indeed all that can reaſonably be infifted 
n to a pgain-faier, who muſt be ſuppos'd no 
ompetent judg of the later. Bur as to the 
ormer, I ſhall adyenture to ſay, that the di- 
ine Original of the Scripture hath as great 
rounds of credibility as can be expeRted in 
ny thing of this kind. For whether God 

pir'd the Pen-men of Holy Writ, is matrer 
f fat, and being fo, is capable of no other 
xrernal evidence but that of teſtimony : 
nd that matter of fac being alfo' im point 
f time fo remote from ns, can be jndg'd of 
nly by a ſeries of Teſtimonies deriy's from 
hat Age wherein the Scriptures were written , 
> this: and the more credible the reſtifiers, 
nd the more univerſal the Teſtimony ; fo 
nuch rhe more convincing are they to all 
onfidering men. *. 7 

25. Axv this attcſtation the Scriprare hath 

the higheſt circumſtances , ir having bin 
irnefs'd to in alt Ages, .and in thoſe Ages by 
Il perſons. that could be preſum'd ta know 
ny thing of it. Thus the Old Teftament was 
wn'd by the whole Nation of the Jews, as 


e writings of men mypird by God; and thar 

ith ſuch evidence of their miffton ,” 38 abun; 

anrlyfarisficd rfioſe**of thar Age; 6f rheir 
; D 


being 
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livine Power and Wiſdom could foretell, and 


k:cr.1I. Divine Original of Holy Scripture. 27 


dn: their humor was ſtubborn enough, and 
he precepts of their Law ſevere and burden- 
Om enough to haye temred them to haye 
aſt off the yoak, had ir not bin bound upon 
em by irreſtſtible convictions of its comin 
om God. But beſides this Tradition Xt 
heir Elders, they had the advantage of li- 
ring under a Theocracy , the rigs gui- 
lance of God; Prophets daily rais'd up a- 
nong them, to fore-rell eyents, to admoniſh 
em of their duty, and reprove their back- 
Jidings : 'yct even theſe gave the deference 
d the written Word, nay, made it the reſt 
which to try true inſpirations from falſe : 
o the Law ef Þ the T eſtimony ; if they ſpeak 
ot according toit , there 1s no light in them, Eſay 
. 20. So that the veneration which they had 
zefore acquir'd, was ſtill anew excited by freſh 
ſpirations , which borh atteſted the old , and 
decame new parts of their Canon. | 
2.7. Nor could it be eſteem'd a ſmall con- 
rmation to the Scriptures, to find in ſuccee- 
ling Ages the ſignal accompliſhments of 
hoſe prophecies which were long before re- 
ti in thoſe Books; for nothing leſs then 


lſo verify them. Upon theſe grounds the 


-Fcws univerſally rhro all ſucceſſions receiv'd 


e Books of the Old Teſtament as divine 


2Dracles, and lookt upon them as the greateſt 


tuſt that could be commirted to them : 
. D z and 
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ct.II. Drvime Original of Holy Scriptere. 29 


tion to the Jews, (as he muſt be moſt ab- 
rdly ſceptical that ſhall deny) they muſt 
ſo to Chriſtians alſo; who derive them 
om them: and that with this farther ad- 
kanage to our Faith, that we ſee the clear 
dmpletion of thoſe Evangelical prophecies 
hich remain'd dark ro them, and conſe- 
ently bave a farther Argument to confirm 
$, thar the Scriptures of rhe Old Teſtament 
e certainly divine. 
29, THE New has alſo the like means of 
obation : which as it is a colleRion of the 
>Arin taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
uſt if truly related be acknowledged no leſs 
vine then what they orally deliver'd. So 
at they who doubr irs being divine, muſt 
ther deny what Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
eachr to be ſo ; or elſe diſtruſt the fidelity 
the relation : The former ſtrikes at the 
hole Chriſtian Faith ; which if only of men, 
uſt not only be fallible,, burt'is actually a 
ceit, whilſt irpretends to be of God, _ is 
r. To fuch ObjeQors we have to oppoſe 
ole ſtupendious miracles with which the 
oſpel was atteſted; ſuch as demonſtrared a 
ore then human efficacy. And that God 
ould lend his' omnipotence to aber the 
ſe pretenſions of men, is a conceit too 
worthy even for the worſt of men to enter- 
in. Ty 
30. 'T1s true, there have binby Godper- 
mitred 
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30 T he Chriſtians Birth-right, &c. 
mitted lying miracles; as well as true ones 
have bin don by him; Such as were thoſe « 
the Magicians in Egypt, in oppoſition ro the 
other of Moſes; but then the difference be: 
tween both was ſo conſpicuous, that he muſtiF® 
be more partial and diſingenuous, then eyen 
thoſe Magicians were, who would not ac- 
knowledg the diſparity, and confeſs in thoſe 
which were truly ſupernatural, the finger of 
God, Exod. 8.19. Therefore both in the Old 
and New Teſtament it is predicted, that falſ 
Prophets ſhould ariſe, and do ſigns and wonders 
Deur. 13. 1. Mart. 24. 11. 24. asa trial of thei: 
fidelity who made profeſſion of Religion 
whether they would prefer the few and trivia 
ſleights which recommended a deceiyer, | 
fore thoſe great and numberleſs miracl 
which atreſted the ſacred Oracles deliver'd 
to the ſons of men by the God of truth. Whe 
ther the trick of a Barchochebas , to hold fire in 
his mouth ; 'that of Marcus the heretic, tc 
make the Wine of the Holy Sacrament ap 
pear bloud; or that of Mahomert, to brin 
Pidgeon to his ear, ought to be put in # 
lance againſt all the miracles wrought by 
MAtoſes, our Savior, or his Apoſtles. And in 
word, whether the filly ſtories which Jambi 
chus ſolemnly relates of Pythagoras, or thoſe 
Philoſtratus tells of Apollonius T yanenus , deſerve 
to rival thoſe of the Evangeliſts. It is a mol 
juſt judgment], and accordingly threatned by 
o Almigh 


m——ouns, 


Sect.II. Divine Original of Holy Scripture. 31 


\[mighty God, that they who would not obey, 
he truth ſhould beleve a he, 2 Thel. 2, 11. But 
ill the Almighty , where any manor devil do's 
Wroudly, is evidently above him, Exod. 18, 17: 
will be juſtified in hu ſayings, and be clear when 

? 35 judged, Rom. 3. 4. 

31. Burt if menwill be Sceptics, and doubt 
very thing, they are to know that the matter 
all'd intro queſtion, is of a nature that admirs 
but two waies of ſolution; probability, and 
cſtimony. Firſt for probability, letir be con- 
ider'd who were the firſt promulgers of 
hriſts miracles. In his life time they were 
ither the patients on whom his miracles were 
vrought, or the common people, that were 
peators : the former, as they could not be 

deceiv'd themſelves, but muit needs know 
yhether they were cur'd or no; ſo what ima- 
inable deſign could they have to deceive 0- 
hers? Many indeed have pretended impoten- 
y as a motive of compaſſion; but what could 
hey gain by owning, a cure. they had nor ? 
\s for the SpeRactors, as their mylrirude adds 
o their credibility; ( ir being morally im- 
offible that ſo many ſhould at once be delu- 
ded in a matter ſo ras to their ſenſes ) ſa 
do's it alſo acquit them from fraud and com- 


MWination. Cheats and forgeries are alwaics 


iatcht in;ghe dark; in cloſe Cabaly ,, and pri- 
at Junto's. That five thouſand men at one 


ime, and four thouſand at another, ſhould 
= <w conſpire 
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32 The Chriſtians Birth-right, ©c. 


conſpire to ſay, that they were miraculouſl 
fed, when they were not; andall prove truet 
the fiction , and not berray it : is a thing a 
irrational to be ſuppos'd, as impoſlible to be 
parallel'd. , 
32. BESIDES, admit it poſſible that ſo ma 
could have join'd in the deceit, yer whatim 
inable end could they haye in it? Had t 
ie bin fubſervient ro the deſigns of ſom pe 
tent Prince that might have rewarded it 
there had bin ſom temtation : but what couk 
they expe& from rhe reputed ſon of a Ca 
pay" , who had not himfelf where to lay 
ead ? Nay, who diſclaim'd all ſecular power 
convei'd himfelf away from their imporrun 


.ties; when they would have forc'd him to by 


a King : And confequently , could not ht 
lookr on as one thar would head a Sedition 
or attemt to raiſe himſelf to a capacity of 
warding his Abettors. Upon all theſe conf 
derations, there appears not the leaſt ſhade 
of þ apa; ; that either rhoſe particula 


perſons who publiſh'd the cures they had re 
cciv'd, or thoſe multitudes who were witneſle 
and divulgers of thoſe, or his other miracles 
could doit upon any ſiniſter deſign; or indee 
upon any other motive but gratitude and ac 
miration. | I . 

33. In the nextplace, if we c#MHe'to thoſk 
miracles which fucceeded Chriſts death',-thok 
moſt imporrant , and'convyincing , a—_ 

ut 
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urrection and Aſcenſion, and obſerve who 
ere the divulgers of thoſe , we ſhall find them 
ery unlikely to be men of deſign; a ſer of il- 
iterate men, taken: from the Fiſher-boars , 
and other mean occupation: and ſuch as 
eeded a miracle as preat as any of thoſe they 
Fvcre to aflert( the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ) 
Wo fir them for their office. Whar alas could 
hey drive at, or how could they hope that 
heir teſtimony could be received, ſo much a- 
Wainſt the humor and intereſt of the preſent 
lers; unleſs they were aſſur'd not only of the 
ruth of rhe things , bur alſo of ſom ſuperna- 
Wural aids to back and fortify them ? Accor- 
lingly we find, that till they had receiv'd 
Whoſe ; till by the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt 
hey were endued with power from on high, Luk. 
£4. 49. they never attemred the diſcoyery of 
what they had ſeen: bur rather hid them 
elves, kept all their aſſemblies in privacy and 
oncealment for the fear of the Fews, Jo. 20. 19. 
Wand ſo were far enough from projecting any 
hing beſide their own ſafety. Afterwards , 
yhen they began to preach , they had early 
ſays, what their ing advantages would 
de by it; threatnings and revilings, ſcourg- - 
ngs and'impriſonments, A. 4. 20. 5.18. 40. 
And can it be imagined, that men who alit- 
e before had ſhewed themſelyes ſo little ins 
dye with fuffering, that none of them durſt 
ick to their Maſter at his apprehenſion, but 
| : E one 
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one forſwore, and all forfook him; can it, ] 
ſay, be imagin'd that theſe men ſhould be f 
much in love with their own Fable, as to yen- 
cure all ſorts of perſecution for the propags- 
ting it? Or if they could, ler us in the next 
place conſider what probability there could 
be of ſucceſs. | 

34. Txx1x preaching amounted to no leſs 
then the Deifying of one, whom both their 
Roman and Jewiſh Rulers, nay, the generali- 
ty of the people had executed as a malct: 
ctor: ſo that they were all engag'd, in de 
fence of their own Act, to ſift their teſtimony 
with all the rigor that conſcious jcalouh 
could ſuggeſt. And where were ſo many cor 
cern'd inquiſitors, there was very little hope 
for a forgery to paſs. Beſides the avow'd di 
pleſure of their Governors made it a hazar 
dous thing ro own a belief of what they aſſer- 
red. Thofe that adher'd ro them could not 
but know, that at the ſame time they muſt 
cſpouſe their dangers and ſufferings. And 
men uſe not to incur certain miſchief , upon 
doubtful and ſuſpicious grounds. 

35 YErT farther, their doctrin was deſign'd 
to an end to which their Auditors could not 
but have the greateſt reluQancy.;. they we 
to ſtruggle with rhat rooted prepoſſeſſian 
which the Jews had for the Moſaical Law; 
which their Goſpel out-dated;. and the Gen 
tiles for the Rites and Religion of their An 
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eſtors; and, which was harder then cither, 
vith the corruptions and vices of both: to 
plant humility and internal fanicy, fo con- 
rary to that ceremonial holineſs, upon which 
he Jews ſo valued themſelves, and deſpis'd 
pthers : and Temperance, Juſtice, and Purity , 
0 contrary to the practice, nay, eyenthere- 
igion of the Heathen: and to attemt all this 
vith no other allurement, no other promife 
df recompence but what they muſt attend in 
another world, and pafs too thro reproches 
and afflictions, torments and death. - Theſe 
yere all ſuch invincible prejudices, as they 
ould neyer hope to $94 thro with a 
ie, nay, Which they could not have en- 
ounter'd even with eyery common truth , 
but only with that, which being divine, 
brought its aids with it; without which *rwas 
wendy impoſſible for all the skill or oratory 
pf men to oyercome ſuch diſadvantages. 

36. AND yet with all thefe did theſe rude 
Inartificial men conteſt, and that with fignal 
ſucceſs: no leſs then three thouſand Profe- 
lytes made by Saint Peters firſt Sermon; and 
bs in Feru/alem, the Scene where all was 
acted, and conſcquently where 'twas the moſt 
mpoſlible ro impoſe a forgery. And at the 
ike miraculous rate they went on, rill as 
he Phariſees themſelves complain, they had 
led Feruſalem with their doftrim, Acts 5.28.nor 
did Zudea ſet bounds tothem ; therr ſound went 
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out into all nations, Rom. 10. 18. and thei 
doftrin ſpred it ſelf thro all the Gentil, 
world. 

37. AND ſure ſo wonderful an eyent, { 
contrary toall human meſures , do's ſufficient 
ly evince there was more then man init. No- 
ching bur the ſame_.creative Power that proc 
duc'd light out of darkneſs, could veingls l 
effects Fi much aboye the proportion of the 
cauſe. Had theſe weak inſtruments acted or 
ly by their natural powers, nothing of 
had bin atchiev'd. Alas, could theſe poor 
men learn all Languages within the ſpace 0 
fifty daies, which would take up © > as m 
ny years of the moſt induſtrious Student ? And 
yet hadthey not bin able to ſpeak them, th 
could never have divulg'd the Goſpel to the 
ſeyeral Nations, nor ſo effectually have cor 
vinc'd the by-ſtanders, AZ. 2. that they actec 
by a higher impulſe. Yet to convince the 
world they did fo, they repeted their Maſters 
miracles as well as his dodqtrin; heal'd the 
ſick, caſt out devils, rais'd the dead; An 
where God communicated ſo much of hi 
power, we may reaſonably conclude he did 
it to promote his own work, not the work c 
the Devil, as ir muſt have bin if this whole 
Scene were a lie. 

38. WHEN all this is weigh'd, I preſum 
there will remain little ground to ſuſpeR 
that the firſt planters of Chriſtian Faith had 

am 
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any other deſign then what they avowed, 
viz. the bringing men ro holineſs here, and 
ſalvation hereafter. The ſuſpicion therefore, 
if any , muſt reſt upon later times ; and accor- 
dingly ſom are willing to perſuade them- 
ſelves and others that the whole Scheme of 
our Religion, is but a lately devis'd Fable to 
_=_y the world in awe; whereof Princes have 
made ſom uſe, but Clergy-men more; and 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles are only actors 
whom themſelyes haye conjured up upon the 
ſtage to purſue their plot. 

39. In anſwer to this bold, this blaſphe- 
mous ſuggeſtion, I ſhould firſt defire theſe 
urmiſers to point out the time when, and the 
perſons who began this deſign ; to tell us 
exactly whence they date this politic Reli- 
gion, as they are pleas'd to ſuppoſe it. If they 
cannot, they are manifeſtly unjuſt to reject,our 
account of it when they can give none them- 
ſelves; and fail yery much of thar rigid de- 
monſtration they require from others. That 
there is ſuch a profeſſion as Chriſtianity inthe 
world, is yet ( God be bleſt ) undeniable; 
( tho at the rate it has of late declin'd, God 
knows how long it will be ſo: ) we fay it came 
by Chriſt and is Apoſtles, and that ir is 
atteſted by an uninterrupted reſtimony of all 
the intervening Ages, the ſuffrage of all Chri- 
ſtian Churches from that day to this. And 


ſure they who embraced the dodtrin , are the 
moſt 
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. moſt competent witneſſes from whence they 
reccived it. 

40. YET leſt they ſhould be all thought 
parties to the deſign, and their witneſs exce- 
ted againſt, it has pleaſed God to give us col. 
Las! aſſurances, and made both Jewiſh and 
Gentile Writers give teſtimony to the Anti- 
quity of Chriſtianity. Zoſephus do's this , lib. 
20. chap. 8. and lib. 18. chap. 4. where, 
after he has given an account of the cru- 
cifixion of Chriſt exactly agreeing with the 

Evangeliſts; he concludes, And to this d 
the Chriſtian people, who of him borrow the! 
name, ceaſe not to increaſe. 1 add not the 
perſonal —_ which he gives of our $+ 
vior; becauſe ſom are ſo hardy to controul it 
alſo I paſs what Phil mentions of the reli. 
gious in Egypt, becauſe ſeveral Learned 
men refer it to the Eſſens, a Se& among the 
Jews, or ſom other. There is no doubt of what 
T acitus and other Roman Hiſtorians ſpeak of 
Chriſt as the Author of the Chriſtian doctrin; 
which it had bin impoſſible for him ro have 
don; if there had then bin no ſuch docrin, or 
if Chriſt had not bin known as the Founder 
of it. So afterward Plinze gives the Emperor 
Trajan an account both of the manners, and 
multitude of the Chriſtians; and makes the 
innocence of the one, & the greatneſs of the 
other, an Argument to ſlacken the perſecuti- 

on againſt them. Nay., the yery bloody Edid6 
0 


EcT.II. Drume Original of Holy Scripture. 39 


ff the eneng Emperors, & the ſcofts and 
eproches ofCel//us,Porphyrie, Lucian,and other 
xrofane oppoſers of this Docrin, do undeni- 
bly aſſert irs being. By all which it appears , 
hat Chriſtianity had in thoſe Ages not only 
being; but had alſo obtain'd mightily in the 
World, and drawn in vaſt numbers to its pro- 
efſion; and vaſt indeed they muſt needs be, 
o furniſh out that whole Army of Martyrs, 
{i which profane, as well as Eccleſiaſtic wri- 
ers ſpeak. And if all this be not ſufficient 
> evince that Chriſtianity ſtole not clancu- 
arly into the world , but took its riſe from 
hoſe times and perſons itpretends, we muſt 
>2nounce all faith of teſtimony, and not be- 
eve an inch farther then we ie 
41. I ſuppoſe I need fay no more to ſhew 
at the Goſpel, and all thoſe portentous mi- 
acles which atreſtedirt, were no forgeries , or 
ratagems of men. I come now to that doubr 
vhich more immediatly concerns the Holy 
ccripture, vV/S. whether all theſe tranſa&tions 
e ſo faithfully related there, that we may 
xclieve them to have bin dictated by the ſpi- 
it of God. Now for this, the proceſs need be 
ut ſhort, if we confider who were the pen- 
en of the New Teſtament; even for the 
oft part the Apoſtles themſelves: Matthew, 
d John who wrote two of the Goſpels, were 
rtainlyſo: and Mark, as all the Ancients 
er, was butthe Amanuenſis ro Saint Peter, 


who 
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'0, ir ſeems. more neceflary they thould do 
he later. For had they crr'd in any thing 
hey orally deliver'd, rhey might have retra- 
2 and cured the miſchief: but theſe Books 
being defign'd as a ſtanding immarable rule 
pf Faith and Manners to all ſucceſſions, any 
Xrror in them would have bin irreparable, 
and have entail'd it felf upon poſterity : 
hich agreed neither with the truth , nor 
roodneſs of God to permir. 

42. Now that theſe Books were indeed 
rit by them whoſe names they bear , we haye 
as much aſſurance as 'tis poſſible to have of 
any ing of that nature, and that diſtance 
pf time from us. For however ſom of them 


ay have bin controverted ; yet the greateſt 


art have admitted no diſpute , whoſe do- 
rins agreeing exactly with the others, as 
Feeltimony to them. And to the bulk of thoſe 
yritings, it is notorious that the firſt Chri- 
ſtians receiv'd them from the Apoſtles, and ſo 
tranſmitted them to the enſuing Ages, which 
eceiv*d them. with the like eſteem and vene- 
ation. T hey cannot be corrupted , ſaies Saint 
{uſtin in the thirty ſecond Book againſt Fan- 
us the Manich. c. 16. becauſe they are and 
have bin m the hands of al{ Chriſtians. And who- 
bever ſhould firſt attemt an alteration , he would 
be confuted by the inſpettion of other anrienter 
opies. Beſides , the Scriptures are not in ſom one 
anguage, but tranſlated into many: ſo that the 
F faults 
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ithin the verge of reaſon ; and when by 
hoſe they are brought to read it with due 
everence., they will not want Arguments 
rom the Scxipture it ſelf to confirm their ye- 
eration of it. 

45. In the mean time, to evince how pro- 
zer the former diſcourſe is to found a ratio- 
al belief that the Scripture is the word of 

od ; I ſhall compare it with thoſe meſures 
ff credibiliry upon which all human tranſa- 
tions move, and upon which men truſt their 


kWreateſt concerns without diffidence or di- 


pUTE. 

46. THAT we muſt in many things truſt 
he report of others, is ſo neceſſary , that with- 
Wurt it human ſociety cannor ſubſiſt. Whar 

multitude of ſubjects are there in the world, 
yho never ſaw their Prince , nor were at the 

aking of any Law ? if all theſe ſhould deny 
heir obedience , becauſe they have it onl 
dy hear-ſay , there is ſuch a man, and ſack 

aws , what would become of government ? 
0 alſo for property , if nothing of teſtimony 
ay be admitted , how ſhall any man prove 
Wis right to wy thing ? All pleas muſt be 
Wecided by the ſword , and we ſhall fall into 
What ſtate (which ſom have phancied the pri- 
itive) of univerſal hoſtility. In like man- 
er for traffic and commerce ; how ſhould 
ny Merchant firſt attemr a trade to any 
oreign part of the world, if he did not be- 
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all their pteſent enjoiments , and even life ir 
ſelf upon the truth of it. 

48. But becauſe it muſt be confeſt that 
e who are ſo many Ages removed from 
em, have not their means of aſſurance, ler 
$ in the next place conſider, whether anaſ- 


Went ro thoſe teſtimonies they have left be« 
Whind them, be not warranted by the common 


practice of mankind in other caſes. Who is 
here that queſtions there was ſuch a man as 

liam the Conqueror in this Hland ? or, to. 
ay the Scene farther, who doubts there was 


Jn Alexander,a Julins C2ſar,an _—_— ?Now 
| fi 


hat have we to found this confidence on be- 
ides the faith of Hiſtory ? And I preſume e- 
en thoſe who exact the ſeyereſt demonſtra- 
ions for Eccleſiaſtic Story , would think him a 
ery impertinent Sceptic that ſhould do the 
ike in theſe. So alſo, as to the Authors of 


WBooks; who diſputes whether Homer writ the 


Iliads, or /zrge/ the Xncids,or Cz/ar the Com- 
entaries, that paſs under their names ? yer 
one of theſe have bin atteſted in any degres 
ike the Scripture. 'Tis ſaid indeed, that Ce- 
ar ventured his own life to ſave his Com- 
mentaries , imploying one hand to hold rhar 
above the water, when it ſhould have afliſted 
im in ſwimming. But who ever laid down 
heir lives in arteſtation of that, or any hn- 
an compoſure, as multirudes of men have 
don for the Bible? | 
4% Bur 
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5o. A like inſtance may be given inpublic 
concerns: the immunities rt rights of any 
Nation , particularly here, of our Magna Char- 
ta, granted many Ages ſince, and depoſited 
among the public Records: to make this 
a oF any thing, it muſt be taken for grant- 
ed, that this was withour falſification preſer- 
ved to our times; yet how eaſy were it to ſug- 
veſt thatin ſo long a ſucceſſion of its keepers, 
ſom may have bin prevail'd on by the in- 
uence of Princes to abridg and curtail its 
onceſſions ; others by a prevailing faction of 
the people to amplity and extend it? Nay, 
f men were as great Sceptics in Law, as they 
arc in Divinity , they might exact demonſtra- 
tions that the whole thing were not a forge- 
ry. Yet, forall theſe poſſible ſurmiſes , we fil 
build upon it, and ſhould rhink he argued ve- 
ry fallaciouſly, that ſhould go to evacuate it, 
upon the force of fuch remote ſuppoſitions. 
51. Now I deſire it may be conſider'd whe- 
ther our ſecurity concerning the holy Scri- 
ar: benotas great, nay, greater then it can 
cof this. For firſt, this is a concern only ofa 
particular Nation, and ſo can expect no fo- 
reign atteſtation; and ſecondly , it has all a- 
ong reſted on the fidelity of its keepers; 
vhich has bin either a ſingle perſon, or at beſt 
om ſmall number at a time; whereas the 
Scriptures have bin witneſs'd to by perfons of 
all Nations, and, thoſe not ſingle, bur colle- 
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ble to queſtion its being really what it pre- 
ncnds to be, notwithſtanding its ſingle , and 
> long interrupted derivation. I might draw 
his parallel thro many other inſtances, bur 
heſe may ſuffice to ſhew ; that if the Scripture 


deFWnight find but ſo much equity, as tobe tried 


y the common meſures of other things, it 
ould very well paſs the teſt. 
53. Burt men ſeem in this caſe (like our 
ate Legiſlators ) to ſet up new extraregular 
ourts of Juſtice, to try thoſe whom no or- 
inary rules will caſt, yer their deſigns re- 
uire ſhould be condemn'd: And we may 
onclude, *tis not the force of reaſon, but 
f prejudice, that makes them ſo unequal to 
hemſelves as to reject the Scripture, when 
hey receive every thing elſe upon far weaker 
rounds. The bottom of it is, they are re- 
oly'd not to obey its Precepts; and therefore 
hink it the ſhorteſt cut to diſayow its au- 
ority : for ſhould they once own that, the 
vould find themſelves intangled in the moft 
nextricable dilemma; thar of the Phariſees 
about John Baptiſt : If we ſay fromheaven, he 
vill ſay, why then did you not believe him? Mar. 
1.25. If they confeſs. the Scriptures divine , 
hey muſt be ſelft-condemn'd in nor obeying 
hem: And truly men that have ſuch prein- 
pagements to their luſt, that they muſt admir 
othing that will diſturb them ; do bur pre- 
aricate when they call for greater cyidences 
| G and 
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ed their inſpiration. Thirdly, Yrim and 
bummim. Fourrhly , the Bath-col { as they 
xm it ) Thunder and voice from Heaven. 
et us conſider them diſtin&tly , and ſee whe- 
er our Sceptical men may not probably find 
pmwhat to diſpute in every one of theſe. And 
rſt for dreams; it is among us ſo hard to di- 
inguiſh between thoſe that ariſe from con- 
itution, prepoſleſſion of phancy , diabolical, 
r divine infuſion, thar' thoſe that have the 
olt critically confider'd them, do rather dif- 
rence them by their matter, then any cer- 
jin diſcriminating circumſtances: and un- 
ſs we had ſom infallible way of diſcerning, 
ur dependence on them , may more probably 
tray then direct us. Tis unqueſtionable 


at nga phancy has the greateſt ſtroke in 


em. And if he that ſhould commit himſelf 
> the guidance of his waking phancy, is not 
ke to be over-wiſely govern'd, what can we 
xpect from his ſleeping ? All this and more 
ay doubtleſs be ſoberly enough objected a- 

ainſt the validity of our common dreams. 
56. Burt admit there were now ſuch di- 
ine dreams as brought their evidence along 
ith them; yer ſure 'tis poſſible for prejudic'd 
en, to reſiſt eyen the cleareſt convictions. 
or do we not fee ſom that have made a ſhitfr 
d extinguiſh that natural light, thoſe no- 
ions which are interwoven into the very 
rame and conſtitution of their minds, that 
G 2 {0 
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a behold this dreamer cometh, Genel. 37.19. 
58. Tux ſecond way of revelation by viſion 
as, where the man was wrapt into an extaſy, 
his ſpirit for a while ſuſpended from all ſenſi- 
ble communication with the body, and en- 
tertain'd with ſupernatural light. In theſe 
the Prophets ſaw emblematical repreſenta- 
tion of future events, receiv'd knowledg of 
divine Myſteries, and commiſſion and ability 
to diſcharge the whole prophetic office. Now 
ſuppoſe God ſhould now iſs us Prophets, and 
inſpire them after this manner ;- what would 
the merry men of this time ſay toit? Canwe 
think that they who rally upon all that the 
ormer Prophets have writ, would look with 
much reyerence on what the new ones ſhould 
ſay ? Som perhaps would conſtrue their ra- 
ptures to be but like Mahomets Epilepſy ; 0- 
thers a fit of frenzy, others perhaps a being 
drunk with new wine, ACt. 2. 13. but thoſe 
that did the moſt ſoberly conſider it, would 
ſtill need a new revelation to atteſt rhe truth 
of this: there being far more convincing, ar- 
guments to prove the Scriptures divine, then 
any man can allege to prove his inſpiration 
to be ſo. And 'tis ſure a very irrational me- 
thod, to attemt the clearing of a doubr, b 
ſomwhart which is it ſelf more doubrful. 
59. A third way, was by Y/rimandT hum- 
mim, Which Writers tell us was an Oracle re- 


ſulting from the Letters which were graven 
in 
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pinion by a clap of Thunder ; ſom philo- 
*Mophical reaſon ſhall be tound our, to atisty 
hem thar 'tis the effe&t only of ſom natural 
auſe, and any the moſt improbable ſhall 
ſerve turn to ſupplant the fear of its being a 
divine teſtimony to that which they are ſo 
nwilling ſhould be true. As for the voice 
from Heaven, -it muſt cither be heard by o- 
hers, and related tothem; orelſe immediarly 
dy themſelves: if the former, 'twill lie under 
he ſame prejudice which the Bible alrcady 
do's: that they have ir but by hear-ſay, and 
cporters would fall under the reproach ei- 
her of deſign or frenzy; that they meant ro 
eceive, or were themſelves deceiv'd by their 
pwn diſtemper'd phancy. Bur if themſelves 
10uld be Auditors of it; 'tis odds bur their 
bottomleſs jealoufies in divine Matters would 
uggeſt a poſlibiliry of fraud, tho they knew 
not how to trace it: nay 'tis more then poſlt- 
ble that they will rather disbelieve their own 
ſenſes, then in this inſtance-rake their teſti- 

mony with all its conſequences. | 
61. Nor isthisa wild ſuppoſition: for we 
ſee it poſſible not' only for ſingle men, but 
multitudes to disbelieve their ſenſes, thro 
an exceſs of credulity; witneſs the doctrin 
pf Tranſubſtantiation. Why may it not then 
de as poſſible for others to do the like thro 
\ greater exceſs'of incredulity ? Beſides , mens 
prepoſſeſſions and affections have a ſtrange 
influence 
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ency greater then adheres ro humanity : 
or we men have power to communicate our 
1inds to others, tell whether to we own ſuch 
jr ſuch a thing , to which we are intitled; 
ind we can fatisfy our Auditors that it is in- 
leed we that ſpeak to them : bur it cvery 
ethod God uſcs , do's rather increaſe then 
atisfy mens doubrs , all intercourſe berween 
od and -man is intercepred ; and he muſt 
lo that of neceſſity , which Eprcarus phancicd 
e did of choice ; viz. kcep himſelf uncon- 
ern'd inthe affairs of mortals , as having no 
ay of communicating with them. Na 
Wo is yet, if poſſible, more abſurd) he eb 
xe ſuppos'd to have pur the works of his Crea- 
on out of his own reach, to haye given men 
liſcourſive faculties, and lefr himſelf no 
ay of addreſs to them. 

63. THESE inferences how horridly ſo- 
ver they ſound, yet Ifſee not how they can be 
liſclaim'd by thoſe , who are unſatisfied with 
[| thoſe waies by which God hath hitherto 
evel'd himſelf to the world. For can it be 
magin'd , that God who created man a rea- 
onable creature, that himſelf might be glo- 
ified in his free and rational obedience ; 
when all other creatures obey upon impulſe 
ndinſtint) canir, Iſay, be imagin'd, that 
xc ſhould ſo remiſly Poe his own deſign, as 
0 let ſo many Ages paſs ſince the Creation , 
nd never to acquaint mankind with the 

H parti- 
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ible men) may misjudg, then that the infal- 
;ble God ſhould dictate any thing juſtly lia- 
le to thoſe charges: I am ſure they muſt de- 
YJart as much from Reaſon as Religion 7-0 
ifirm the contrary. Bur alas, inſtead of this 
mplicit fubmiſſion ro Gods Word , men take 
p explicit prejudices againſt it ; condemn it 
vithour ever examining the truth of the Al- 
egation. 'Tis certain , that in a writing of 
uch Angqmty, whoſe original Language has 
dioms and Phraſes ſo peculiar , whoſe Coun- 
ry had cuſtoms ſo diffcring from the reſt of 
he world ; "ris impoſſible ro judg of it with- 
ut reference to all rhoſe circumſtances. Add 
0 this . thar the Hebrew has bin a dead Lan- 
uage for well nigh rwo thouſand years, no- 
vhere in common uſe: nor is there any other 
ancient Book now extant init, beſides rhoſe; 

'crnot all neither, of the Old Teſtament. 
65. Now of thoſe many who defame Holy 
Vrit, how few are there that have the indu- 
ry to inquire into thoſe particulars ? . And 
when for want of Lewieh , ſom paſſages 
ſeem improper, or perhaps contradictory ; 
he Scripture muſt bear rhe blame of their 
ignorance , and be accus'd as abſurd and un- 
intelligible , becauſe rhemſelyes are ſtupid 
and negligent. It were therefore methinks 
but a reaſonable propoſal , that no man ſhould 
arraign it, till they have uſed all honeſt dili- 
pence, taken in all probable helps for theun- 
H z derſtand- 
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f deluſion and occecation. Thar Prince of 
he Air will caſt ſuch miſts, raiſe ſuch black 
apors; that as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, the /zghs 
f the glorious Goſpel 0 res 6 [ball not {hine un- 
0 him, 2 Cor. 4.5. Indeed were ſuch a man 
eft only to the natural efficacy of prejudice, 
hat is of it ſelf ſo blinding, 1o ing a 
hing, as commonly fortifies againſt all con> 
iction. We fee it in all the common -in- 
ances of life; mens very ſenſes are often en- 
Wlav'd by it: the prepoſleſſion of a ſtrong 
phancy will make the objects of ſight or hear- 
ng appear ou different from what oy 
re. Bur in the preſent caſe, 'when this ſh 


WW: added to Satanical illufions., and both left 
o their operations by Gods with-drawing his 


[luminating grace, the caſe of ſuch a man 
nſwers that deſcription of the Scripture : T hey 
pave eies and ſee not, ears have they and hear 
vt, Rom. 11.8. And that God will ſo withdraw 
is grace, We have all reaſon ro believe; he 
aving promis'd it only to the meek; to thoſe 
vho come with malleable ductile ſpirirs; to 
carn, not to deride or cavil. Sainr Peter tells 
s, that the unlearned and unſtable wreſt the 
Scripture to their own deſtruttion, 2 Pet. 3.15. 
\nd if God permit ſuchto doſo, much more 
ill he the proud malicious. 

67. I ſay nor this, to deter any from the 
udy of Holy Scripture, bur only to caution 
em to bring a due preparation of _ a- 

ong 
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{ct.1II. Subject Matter of Holy Scripture. 63, 


SECT. IH 


* 707 ſubject matter treated of in the Holy 
Scripture is excellent , as is alſo 


its end and deſign. 


7 E have hitherto conſider'd the holy 
Y Scripture only under one notion, as it 
the Word of God ; we come now to view 
in the ſubject matter of it: the ſeveral parts 
hereof it conſiſts; which are ſo various and 
omprehenſive, as ſhews the whole is deriv'd 
om him who ts all in all, 1 Cor. 19, 28. But 
har we may not ſpeak only looſely, andat 
overs, we will take this excellent frame in 
jicces , and conſider its moſt eminent parts 
liſtinctly. Now the parts of Holy Writ ſeem 
o branch themſelves into theſe ſeyerals. Firſt, 
he Hiſtorical ; ſecondly , the Prophetic ; 
hirdly, the Doctrinal ; tourthly , the Prece- 
rive; fifthly , the Minatory ; fixthly, the Pro- 
niſſory. Theſe are rhe ſeyeral veins in this 
ich Mine, in which he who induſtriouſly la- 
ors, will find the Pſalmiſt was nor out in his 
ſtimare, when he pronounces them more 70 
e defird then gold, yea, then nnch fine gold, 

Pal. 19. 10. 
2. To ſpeak firſt of the Hiſtorical _ 
rnc 
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"3 >. SECONDLY, as to the truth of the re- 
ation, tho to thoſe who own it Gods Word 
here nceds no other proof; yer it wants 
ot human Arguments to confirm ir. The 
1oſt undoubred ſynprom of ſincerity in an 
iſtorian 1s impartiality. Now this is very 
minent in Scripture writers: they do not 
ecord others faults, and baulk their own; 
ut indiftcrcntly accuſe themſelyes as well as 
thers. Moſes mentions his own diſhdence 
nd unwillingneſs to go on Gods meſſage, 
x.4.13. his provocation of God ar the wa- 
rs of Meribah, Num. 20. Fonah records his 
wn ſullen behavior towards God. with as 
reat aggravations as any ofzhis enemies 
ould have don. Peter in his dictating Saint 
larks Goſpel, neither omits nor extenuates 
is ſin; all he ſeems to ſpeak ſhort in, is his 
epentance. Saint Pat regiſters himſelf as 
he greateſt of ſinners. 

4. AND as they were not indulgent to 
heir own perſonal cp {o ncither did any 
xcarncſs of relation, any reſpect of quality 
dribe them to a = =D i Mſg Moſes relatcs 
he offence of his fifter Airiwam in muti- 
ing. Num. 12.1. of his brother Aaron in the 
zatter of the Calf, Ex. 32.4. with as little 
iſguiſe as that of Korah and his company. 
Navwid , tho a King, hath his adultery and mur- 
cr diſplaied in the blackeſt charaRers-: and 
ing Hezekiahs little vanity of ſhewing his 

\1 treſures | 
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pf that murder, with Ab/o/oms traiterous con- 
ſpiracy againſt him. So that every circum- 
ſtance of his puniſhment , was the very echo 
and reverberation of his guilt. A multitude 
f the like inſtances might be produc'd out 
pf holy Writ ; all concurring to admoniſh us, 
hat God exactly marks , and will repay our 
rimes ; and that commonly with ſuch pro- 
pricty , that we need no other clue to guide 
us to the cauſe of our ſutferings, then the very 
ſufterings themſelves. Indeed innumerable 
are the profitable obſeryations ariſing from 
he hiſtorical part of Scripture , that flow ſo 
aſily and unconſtrain'd , that nothing but 
a ſtupid inadvertence in the reader can make 
him baulk them : therefore 'twould be im- 
ertinent here to multiply inſtances. 

6. Ler us next conſider the prophetic part 
of Scripture, and we ſhall find it no leſs ex- 
cellent in its kind. The prophetic Books are 
for the moſt part made up ( as the prophetic 
Office was) of two parts ; prediction and in- 
ſtruction. When God rais'd up Prophets, 
'rwas not only ro acquaint men with future 
events , bur ro reform their preſent man- 
ners : and therefore as they are called Seers 
in one reſpect, ſo they ' Watch-men and 
Shepherds in another. Nay, indeed the for- 
mer was often ſubſervient to the other as ro 
the nobler end; their gift of fore-relling was 
ro gain them autority , to be as it were _ 
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reſſors had conſulted it, and tranſcrib'd 
cir fevcrities thence. And even theſe Na- 
ons, who were the inſtruments of accom- 
thing thoſe diſmal preſages, had their own 
ins toretold, and as punctually executed. 
nd as in Kingdoms and Nations, fo to pri- 
are perſons none of the prophetic threat- 
ings ever return'd emty. The fentence 
ronounc'd againſt Ahab, Jezebel, and their 
pſterity , was fulfill'd even to the moſt minute 
rcumſtances of place and manner; as is 
ident by comparing the denunciation of 
hkjah, 1 Kings 21. 19. 23. with their tragical 
ds RT in the following chapters. And 
for Jehu, whoſe ſervice God was pleaſed 
> uſc in that execution, tho he rewarded ir 
ith entailing the crown of 1/rae/ on him 
dr four deſcents; yet he fore-told thoſe 
ould be the limits, and accordingly we find 
achariah, the fourth deſcendent of his line, 
as the laſt of ir that ſate on that throne, 
Kings 15. 10. So alſo the deſtruttion of 
chitophel and Judas, the one immediat, 
ie other many hundred years remote, are 
dre-told by David , Pal. 109. and we find 
xactly Ser in the event. 
9. Nor was this exactneſs confin'd only. to 
e ſcyere predictions, bur as eminent in the 
ore gracious. All the bleſſings which God 
y himſelf, or the Miniſtry of his Prophets 
omis'd, were {till infallibly made good. 
At 
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70 T he Chriſtians Birth-right, &c. 


Art the time of life God return'd and viſited 


Sarah with conception, notwithſtandingf..: 


thoſe natural improbabilities which made 
her not only diſtruſt, bur even deride and 
laugh at thepromiſe, Gez. 18. The poſterin 
of that Son of Promiſe, the whole race df 
Abraham was deliver'd from the Egypti 
bondage, and poſleſt of Cazaar, atthe pre ile 
time which God had long before ſignified t 
Abraham , Gen. 15. So likewiſe the return 
the Jews from the Babyloniſh captivity, wa 
fore-rold many years before their deport: 
tion, and Cyrus named for their relied 
before he had either name or being ſave only 
in Gods preſcience, If. 44. 28. Bur I net 
not multiply inſtances of national or perk 


nal 720” be The earlieſt, and moſt compre 
henſive promiſe of all was that of the Me 
ſiah, in whom all f vagons and Natzons of it 


world were to be bleſt, Gen. 22. 11. that ſet 
of the woman that ſhould bruiſe the Serpen 
bead, Gen. 3.15. To him give all the Prophen 
witneſs, as Saint Peter wet ne . AFts 10. An 
he who was the ſubje&t , made himſelf alſo the 
expounder of thoſe prophecies in his walk 
ro Emmaus with the two Diſciples, Lu. 24-1} 
beginning at Moſes, and all the Prophets, 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures, 
things concerning himſelf. 

io. THIS as it was infinitly the great 


bleſſing afforded mankind, ſo was it the * 


SECT.II]. Subjeft Matter of Holy Scripture. = 


<Ercquently and eminently predicted; and thar 
Wrich che moſt exact particularity as to all the 
Ficcumſtances. His immaculate conception, 
Shc union of his two natures implied in his 
Fame Immanuel; Behold avirgin ſhall concerve 
U1d bear a ſon , and ſhall call his name Immanuel; 
"Is moſt plainly fore-told by Z/” chap. 7. 14. 
M\ay, the very place of his birth ſo punctually 
Wore-rold , that the Prieſts and Scribes could 
"Weadily reſolve Herods queſtion upon the 
""Mirengrh of the Prophecy, and abs him 
keifk muſt be born in Bethlehem, Mat. 2.5. As 
2r the whole buſineſs and deſign of his life, 
ve find it ſo deſcrib'd by 1/arah, chap. 6r. 
s Chriſt himſelf owns it, Luk. 4.18. The 
iret of the Lord 1 upon me, becauſe he hath 
pppointed me to preach good tidings to the meek 3 
be hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, to 
"Ir 0cl2:m liberty to the captrues, and recover- 
W'7 of /izht'to the blind, to ſet at liberty them 
hat are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year 
f the Lord. 

11. Is we look farther to his death, the 
"Wrcareſt part of the Old Teſtament has a 
Wircct aſpet on it. All the Levitical cco- 
omy of Sacrifices and Ablutions were bur 
prophetic Rires, and ocular Predictions of 
hat one expiatory Oblation, Nay, moſt of 
;ods providential diſpenſations to the Jews, 
arried in them types and prefigurartions of 
his. Their reſcue from Egypt, the fprin- 
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Fowns hini as his Redeemer , I know that my 
Redeemer trueth , &c.Job. 19.25, 

13. AND as the end, ſo the circumſtances 
of his ſufferings are moſt of them under pre- 
diction: His extenſion upon the Croſs is men- 
tion'd by the Pſalmiſt : T hey pierced my hands , 
{and my feet ; 1 may tell all mybones , Pal. 22. 
16.17. As for his, inward dolors, they arc in 
har Pſalm ſo pathetically eſcribed , that 

hriſt choſe thar very form to breath them 

putin : My God , my God, why haſt thou for ſaken 
We! ver. 1. So his reyilers\vdid alſo tranſcribe 
art of their reproches form ver. 8. He tru- 
ed in God ; let him deliver him now if he witl 
ave him, Mat. 27.43. That vinegar which 
vas offter'd him on the Croſs, was a comple- 
ion of a prophecy ; 1 my thirſt they gave me 
{u:negar 70 - xy Pſ. 69. 21. the piercing of 
Whis ſide was expreſly fore-told by Zachary 
they ſhall look on him whom they have prerced , 
Zach. 10. 12. The company in which he ſuf- 
fer'd and the interment he had, arc alſo in- 
timated by 1/aiah : he made his grave with the 
wicked , and with therich im his death, Tai. 53. 9. 
Nay, even the diſpoſal of his garments was 
not without a prophecy : they parted my Cru 
ments among them, and upon my veſture did they 
aſt lots, Pf. 23. 18. Here are a cloud of wit- 
ieſſes, which as they ſerve eminently to arreſt 
the truth of Chriſtian Religion ; ſo do they 
to evince the excellency of ſacrad Scri- 
K prure z 
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ect with in the prophetic Writings : which 
annot bur ſtrike us with an awful reyerence 
ff the divine Power. 

15. Nok are they leſs pathetic in the 
entler ſtrains. What inſtance is there of the 
rreateſt tenderneſs and love, which God has 
For adopted to expreſs his by ? He perſonates 
ll the neareſt and moſt endearing relations : 
hat of a Husband; 1 will marry thee to my 
elf, Hol. 2. 19. of a Father; I am a Father 
oIfrael, and Ephraim zs my firſt born : nay , he 
Wics bowels with the tender ſex, and makes 
oc more poſſible for a mother to renounce her 
en ompaſſions towards the ſon of her womb, then 
Mor him to with-draw his, 1/2. 49. 15. By all 
heſe endearments, theſe cords of a man , theſe 
bands of love , as himſelf ſtiles them , Hof: 17. 4. 
ndeayoring to draw his people to their du- 
y, and their happineſs. And when their _ 
erſeneſs fruſtrates all this his holy Arrtifice ; 
10w paſſionately do's he expoſtulate with 
hem? how Glealy proteſt his ayerſneſs 
otheirruin ? Why will ye die O houſe of Iracl ? 
or I have no pleſure in tbe death of him that 
teth, ſaith the Lord God, Erck. 18. 31, 32. 
vith what regrets and relentings do's he 
hink of abandoning them ? How ſhall I grue 
bee up Ephraim ? how ſhall T deirver thee 11- 
acl ? how ſhall I make thee as Admah ? how 
hall T ſet thee as Zeboim ? my heart us turw'd 
vithin me , my repentings are kindled together ; 

K z Hoſ. 
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all the Fopics of diſlwaſion from ſin, thereis 
none more cloſely preſt, then that of the fol- 
y of it. NONEY was a ſinto which 1/raethad 
z great propenſion, and againſt which moſt 
of the Prophets admonitions were directed. 
And certainly it can never be more expos'd 
and the ſottiſh unreaſonableneſs of ir bertrer 
difplaied, then we find it in the 44. chap. of 
[/azah. In like manner we may read the Pro- 
pher Jeremy diſſwading from the ſame fin by 
\rguments of the moſt irrcfragable convi- 
on, 7er.10. 

17. AND as the Prophets omitted nothing 
as to the manner of their addreſs, ro render 
heir exhortations effectual, the matrer of 
them was likewiſe ſo confiderable as to com- 
mand attention; Ir was commonly cither 
he recalling them from their reyolts and 
Apoftacies from God by Idolatry, or elſe to 
convince them of the inſtgnificancy of all 
thoſe legal ceremonial performances they ſo 
much eonfided in, when taken up as a /uper- 
edeas ro moral duties. Upon this account it 
is, that they often depreciate, and ina man- 
ner prohibir the ſolemneſt of their worſhips. 

0 what purpoſe are the multitude of your ſa- 
ertfices unto me? bring no more vain obiations : 
meenſe is an abomination to me ; the new moons 
ud ſabbaths, the calling of aſſemblies I cannot 
way with: it is miquity even your ſolemn 
pueetings, W©c.1. 1.11.13. Notthat theſe things 

were 
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nies, to that inward purity, Juſtice and Ho- 
neſty, which they were defign'd to inculcate, 
uy not to ſupplant. And this deſign as it is in it 
0 Bfelf moſt excellent, moſt worthy the com- 
VE mand of God, and the nature of man; fo 
we have ſeen that ir has bin purſued by all 
the moſt apt, and moſt powertul mediums, 
chat the thing or perſons addreſt to were ca- 
_=_ of; and ſo that the Prophets are no 
eſs eminent for the diſcharge of rhis exhor- 
ratory part of their office, then they were in 
the former, of the predicting. 

19. THE next part of 'Scripture we are to 
conſider, is the Doctrinal; by which I ſhall 
mnot in this place underſtand the whole com- 
TSplcx of Faith and Manners together; - bur re- 
ſtrain it only to thoſe Revelations which are 
"the obje&t of our Belief: and theſe are ſo ſu- 
Eblime , as ſhews fleſh and bloud never revel'd 
Wthem. Thoſe great myſteries of our Faith, 
vi the Trinity, the Incarnation , the Hypoſtari- 
cal union, the Redemtion of the world by 
making the oftended parry the ſacrifice for 
the offence, are things of ſo high and abſtruſe 
ſpeculation, as no finite underſtanding can 
fully fathom. I know their being ſo , is b 
ſom made an- Argument for disbelief; but 
doubtleſs, very unjuſtly: for ( not to inſiſt 
upon the different natures of Faith and 
Science, by which that becomes a proper ob- 
ject of the one which is not of the other ) our 
non- 
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o pride our ſelyes. And the great propriety 
heſe doctrins have to that end, may well be 
eckon'd as one part of their excellency. 

21. INDEED there is no part of our holy 
aith , but is naturally productive of ſom pe- 
uliar vertue; as the whole Scheme Ren 
ngages us to be univerſally holy in all man- 
er of converſation, 1 Pet. 1.15. And it is the 
upcreminent adyantage true Religion hath 
yer all falſe ones , that it tends to ſo lauda- 
le an end. 

22. THE Theology of the Heathens was 

many inſtances an extra&t and quinteſ- 
*nce WP reg Their moſt tolemn Rites, and 
acredeſt Myſteries were of ſuch a nature, that 
ſtead of 'refining and eleyating , they cor- 
pted and debaſed their Votaries; immerſt 
hem in all thoſe abominable pollutions 
hich ſober nature abhorr'd. Whereas the 
rinciples of our Faith ſcrve to ſpiritualize 
nd rectify us, to raiſe us as much above mere 
anhood as theirs caſt them below it. 

23. AwD as they are of this vaſt adyantage 
ous, ſoalſoarc they juſt to God, in giving us 
ight notions of him. What vile unworth 
pprehenſions had the Heathen of their Dei- 
es; intitling them not only to the paſſi6ns 
ut even to the crimes of men : making 7- 
ter an adulterer , Mercuryathief, Bacchus a 
runkard, &c. proportionably of the reſt ? 
hereas our God is repreſented to ns as an 

L eſſence , 
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26. Bur never did the divine Actributes 
0 concur to exert themſelyes, as in the my- 
ery of our Redemtion: where his Juſtice 
as ſatisfied without diminution to his Mer- 
y; and his Mercy withour entrenching on 
Wis Juſtice: his Holineſs moſt eminent in his 
ndignation againſt fin, and yet his Love no 
eſs ſo in ſparing ſinners: theſe contradi- 
oFtions being reconcil'd, this diſcord com- 

pos'd into harmony by his infinit Wiſdom. 

Chis is that Ro andons Myſtery into which 

he Angels deſir'd to look, 1 Pet 1.12. And this 

it which by the Goſpel rs preach'd unto us ; 
$ it follows, ver. 25. 

27. AND as the Scripture gives us this 
nowledg of God, ſoirdo's alſoof ourſelves; 
n which two, all profitable knowledg is com- 
rriſed. It reaches us how vile we were in our 
rriginal duſt; and how much viler yer in our 
all, which would have ſunk us below our 
rſt principles, ſent us not only to earth , bur 
ell. It ſhews the impotence of our lapſed 
ſtate: that we are not able of' our ſelves [0 
much as to think @ good thought : and it ſhews 
$ alſo the dignity of our renovared eftate, 
hat we are heirs of God, and fellow-heirs with 
briſt, Ro. 8. 17. yet leſt this might puff us up 
ith miſtaken hopes; it plainly acquaints us 
ith the condition on which this depends ; 
hat it muſt be our obedience both aftive and 
alive; which is to intitle us to it: that we 

KS muſt 
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ſiſted the accompliſhment of human feli- 
ty. 

Kh, AnD then the knowledg it pives us of 
pur felyes, do's us the kindeſt office imagina- 
ble : keeps us from thoſe ſwelling thoughts 
ve are too apt to entertain, and ſhews us the 
eceſſiry of bottoming our hopes upon a fir- 
er foundation : and then again keeps us 
rom being lazy or ſecure, by ſthewing us the 
eceſſity of our own endevors. In a word, it 
eaches us to'be humble and induſtrious, and 
rhoever is ſo ballaſted can hardly be ſhip- 
rackr. 

31. THESE are the exccllencics of the 
locrinal parr of Scripture, which alſo renders 
hem moſt aptly preparative for the prece- 
tive. And indeed, ſo they were defign'd: 
he Credenda and the Agenda being ſuch infe- 
darable relations , that whoever parts them , 
orfeits the advantage of both. The moſt ſo- 
emn profeſſion of Chriſt, the moſt importu- 
ate inyocations, Lord, Lord, will ſignity no- 
hing to them which do not the things which he 
aies, Mat. 7. And how excellent, how ratio- 
al thoſe precepts are which the Scripture 
propoſes tous from him, is our next point of 
onſideration. 

32. THE firſt Law which God gave to 
ankind was' that of nature. And tho the 
mpreſſions of it upon the mind be by Adams 
all exceedingly dimm'd and detac'd ; i 

raar 


21Jlj 
02 U135IJIp pJno?2 SURyAeaH Aida ay yuan 
| : SHNUaJÞ3IXI IJqenwi $19 jje 2qluIJuea) 
1 $N DQJIIXI pint Mg Jo uvonique Sno1 
wa e y21m Sn 2141dut 01 2de 242 S22ngquny 
ppp Jaya © 210W 104 $1 yaa ©ax y 67 
21I1] 
p pue 22uezye © apnaned3 pure 2A0] 2Jlel 
0q 20uued Aya 3eya Surzeapuo pur 2Jqewe 
[*11£4a1a\ 204 pur : yoneanupe pur © 22u2A 
q2144 Sn 2Ye 2nq 120uued Aaya 1eya © 1e049 
eaw1Tqny 0-242 Por) 3o Sn $2419 11 SUONOU 
PLL *51 '+ wi] 1 *a0:gp;da900 {jv JO Kq74072 
we * s7ur(pſ 7nſqqivſ owe Kaya © keg (quien? 
ew 2M\ pue : $n 02 $42yo aanadiaog Ajor 2y1 
11}>0P 21A DJe 2Y1] 212 PUP 1S1H 1, gr 
'Amenzow wn 
1s poy10]P 2q pue © yvondnaao9 zo and Arw 
$2 2eya © S21poq ano yoand Ajuo a. pure *< ul 
d Azezodwaa e 2nq $1 © yonnoyIp r Se uo 
bo] 2M 2eyU A\ 2e0a $n Bulanye Aq + 001 yaeop 
 $10119] 2y2 yulene pue *ro4 'gi 'g woYy 
padxa a9 (4073 243 1179 patvdue? 3g 03 Ns 
304 2.40 11 Jo 31142fjnſ 391 $1 Dunanye of 
 $N1J9APE 2y2 [Je yuiede 110ddny $sn $241 
[$12 Ag 5M uo Ie 20Uu [JIM 2Uy 2eya AuDed 
A Sporty S29eBbud © aoueanye ue Your Iy1 
| $9419 21 © uo1nIpuo? 24a 3o $11ed ano WaIoy 
bd 241 222 uonyoddny uodn puy £1 'g'0Y 
wW 41172 payt.4019 39 119% 97 fr 4ſ1.49.) (117 Lain} 
ww 272 1Ey1 pue 'O1 'T *ADY * aft Jo 1049 V 
Maquz 03 uv 37 ft * qzvap 04 fnſquims ag yrhu 


99 199-4-91.4 ruvryſhiq qt, *8 


&:cr.IHl. Subjet? Matter of Holy Scripture. 87 


—— 


vith advantage: bur yer he ſtill builds upon 
hat ground-work , introduces nothing thar 
i5 inconſiſtent wirh it. 

34. AND this accordance between theſe 
ſeveral Laws is a circumſtance that highly re- 
ommends Scripture precepts to us. We can- 
ot imagin but that God who made man for 
o other end but to be an inſtrument of his 
plory, and x recipient of all communicable 
arts of his happineſs, would aſſign him ſuch 
ules and meſures as were moſt conducive to 
hoſe: ends. And therefore ſince the S$cri- 

Wture injunctions are of the ſame- mould, we 
muſt conclude them to be ſuch as tend to the 
eerfection of our being; the making us what 
od originally intend us; and he thar 
ould not be thar, will certainly chuſe much 
yvorſe for himſelf. 

35. I know there have bin prejudices taken | 
p againſt the precepts of Chriſt, as if they im- 
dos'd unreaſonable, unſupportable ſtrictneſ- 
es upon men: and ſom have aſſum'd liberty 
o argue mutinouſly againſt them; nay, a- 
ainſt God too for putting ſuch natural appe- 
ites into men, ind then forbidding them to 
tisfy them. 

36. Burt the ground of this cavil is the 
ot rightly Org of natural appe- 
ites, which are to be differenc'd according 
> the two ſtates of rectitude and deprava- 


ion: thoſe of the firſt rank are the apperires 
God 
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pſt eſtate, and eleyate us to thoſe higher 
egrees of purity which he came not only to 
reſcribe, but to exemplity to us. 

38. Bur inthis affair men often take nature 
a yet wider and worſe notion; and under 
atural deſires comprehend whatever upon 
ny ſort of motive they have a mind to do. 
he awe of a ſuperior, the importunity of a 
Ompanion, cuſtom, and example, make men 
o many ill things, to which their nature 
ould never promt them; nay, many rimes 
ch as rheir nature reclucts to, and abhors , 
is certainly thus in all debauchery and ex- 
ſs. 'Tis evident, is gratifies no mans nature 
be drunk, or to lie under undigeſted loads 
{ meats: theſe are out-rages and violences 
yon nature, take it only in the moſt ſenſ1- 
ve notion, ſuch as ſhe ſtruggles ro avert: 
En yet men make her bear, not only the op- 
reſon, bur the blame too. 

39. BuT beſides 'tis to be conſider'd, that 
1c nature of a man includes reaſon as well as 
nſe, and to this all ſorts of luxury are yer 
ore repugnant, as that which clouds the 
ind, and degrades the man ( who in his 
onſtitution is a rational being ) and ſers him 
n the rank of mere animals: and GY 
heſe can be no appetites of nature, whic 
ws ſubyerrt it. 

40. THe like may be faid concerning re- 
renge, particularly that abſurdeſt ſort of ir, 

M duels ; 
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radli.ir Chimera of point of honor, which, as itis 
e 


rin) 
Ir It 
th 


T 


ow ſtated , is certainly one of rhe moſt emty 
things that ever was brought in balance 
ith ſolid intereſts. And indeed 'tis to belie 
ature, and ſuppoſe it ro haye forteited all 
legrees of reaſon, as well as vertue, ro faſten 
o abſurd a choice upon her. But admit re- 
enge to be never ſo much the dictate of cor- 
pt nature ; 'tis certain 'tis not of primitive 
egular nature. Revenge is but a relative to 


Wijury : and he thar will fay God pur the ap- 


etite of revenge into man, muſt ſay he pur 
he appetite of injury into him alſo: which 
s ſuch an account of the ſixth daies creation , 
$ is hardly conſiſtent with Gods own teſti- 
ony of its being very good, Gen. x. 

2. BESrDES, 'tis certain all the defires 
od infus'd into human nature, were ſuch as 
ended to its preſervation; bur this of re- 


renge, is of all other the moſt deſtructive, as 


s too ſadly atteſted by the daily tragical.ef- 
ects of it. In ſhort, the wiſe man gives agood 
ummary of the whole matter : God made man 
pright, but he ſought out many muentions , 

cl. 7. 29. 
43. Now if man have by his own volun- 
ary act deprav'd himſelf, it would be nei- 
her juſt nor. kind in God to warp his Laws to 
ans now diſtorted frame; bur it is both, ro 
ceep up the perfect rec&irude of thoſe;, and 
all upon man to-reduce himſelt to a confor- 
M 2 mity 
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uſt have abſolute dominion over what he 
as bought, and ar ſo dear a price tooas his 
pwn blood. Laſtly we de Fo upon him for 
ie ſupport of that being * has given us: we. 
ive merely upon his bounty, ſpend upon his 
ſtock. And what Patron will not expe& ob- 
ervance from one who thus ſubſiſts by him ? 

46. YET as if God had none of theſe 
laims , theſe preingagements upon us , he 
deſcends ro treat with us as free-men , by 
ay of Article and compact ; buies his own 
pf us, and engages to reward that obcdience , 
\rhich he might upon the utmoſt penalties 
xact : which is ſuch an aſtoniſhing indul- 
ence as our higheſt gratitude cannor reach: 
ind of this the ſacred Scriptures are the evi- 
ences and records; and therefore upon that 
account deſerve at once our reycrence, and 
ur joy. 

47. Bur this will yer farther appear, if 
ve look in the ſecond place into the promiſes 
hemſelyes ; which are ſo extenſive as to take 
In both our preſent and future ſtate : accor- 
ling to that ofthe Apoſtle ; Godlmneſs hath the 

promiſe of this life , and of that which us to come, 
1 Tim. 4.8. For the preſent, they are propor- 
ion'd to the ſeyeral parts of our compoſition; 
he body, and the mind, the outward and the 
inward man; ſo ſtretching themſelyes to all 
vecanreally be concern'd Fa in this world, 


48. AND firſt for the body, the Old Te- 
ſtament 


T\ 
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of temperance and ſelf-denial, do's fo con- 
tract our appetites, that a competence is a 
more adequate promiſe ro them, then that of 
ſuperfluity would have bin: and 'tis alſo the 
mcſure wherein all rhe true ſatisfaction of the 
ſenſes conſiſt ; which are gratifi'd with mo- 
derate pleſures, but ſuffocated and over- 
Glad, with exceſſive. The temperat man 
taſts and reliſhes his portion , whilſt che volu- 
pruous may rather be ſaid ro wallow in his 
plenty then injoy it. 

5I. AND as the neceſlarics of life, ſo life 
it ſclf, and the continuance of that, is a Scri- 
pture promiſe. The\fifth Commandment af- 
fixes 1t to one particular duty: but it is in a 
multitude of places in the Old Teſtament 
annex'd to general obedience. Thus it is, 

eut.11.9. and again, ver. 21. And Jolomons 
propoſes this practical wiſdom as the multi- 
plier of daies : By me they dates ſball be multi- 
ld, and the years of thy life ſhall be mcreasgd, 
Pro. 9. 11. and chap. 3. Length of daies us wm 
ber right hand, ver. 16. And tho we find not 

his promiſe repeted in the New Teſtament , 
yet neither is it retracted: 'tis true, the Go- 
ſpel bids us be ready to lay down our lives 
for Chriſts ſake , bur it tells us withal , that he 
hat will loſe his life , ſhall ſave it : which tho 
t be univerſally true only in the ſpiritual 
enſe, yer .it often proves 1o in a lireral. Ar 


lid ſo eminently in the deſtcuction-of Feruſa- 
lem . 
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xdox even in relation to their reputation ; 
hich tho ſullied by a few ill men of thar 
ge, yet has bin moſt illuſtrious among all 
oes ſince. Their ſufferings and indignities 
ave them a new title of honor, and added 
he Martyr to the Apoſtle. And the eyent 


It: Was bin proportionable in all ſucceſſions ſince : 


hoſe holy men that fill'd up the Pagan pri- 
Dns, fil'd up the Churches Diprycs alſo, and 
aye bin had as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks , 2» ever- 

oſting remembrance, Pl. 112.6. 
54. AND as Scripture-promiſes thus take 
all the concerns of the outward man, ſo do 
hey alſo of the inward. The fundamental 
romiſe of this kind, is that of ſending Chriſt 
to the world, and in him eſtabliſhing the 
ec Covenant, which we find, Fer. 31. 31. 
Wnd is referr'd to by the Author to the He- 
rews, 1willput my , Pray im their hearts, and 
rite them in their minds; and their ſins and 
uquities will I remember no more, Heb. 10. 16. 
55. AND this is ſo comprehenſive a pro- 
iſe as includes all the concerns of the in- 
ard man. The evils incident ro the mind 
f man may be reduc'd to two; impurity , 
nd inquietude : and here is a cure to both. 
he divine Law written in the heart, drives 
ence all thoſe ſwarms of noyſom luſt, which 
ke the Egyptian Frogs over-run and purrify 
1e ſoul. Where that is ſeated andenſhrin'd, 
oſe can no more ſtand before it, the Da- 
N gon 
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VinS:d reconciles us at once to God and our 
tioW.1yes. And ſure we may well ſay with the A- 
"Doſtle, theſe are great and precious promiſes , 
"eV Per. r. 4. | 
58. THERE are beſides many other which 
pring from theſe principal, as ſuckers from 
"Fc root: ſuch are the promiſes of freſh ſup- 
lies of grace upon a good imploiment of the 
Former. To him that hath ſhalt begrven, Mar. 
5.29. Nay, even of the ſource and foun- 
vin of all grace. He ſhall grue the holy ſpirit 
| them that ask him, Mat. 7. 11. Such is 
Wart of ſupporting us in all difficulties and aſ- 
"JWults: he not ſuffering us to be temted above 
at we are able, 1 Cor. 10. 13. which like 
bods bow ſet in theclouds, Gen. 9. is our ſecu- 


pl , that we ſhall notbe over-whelm'd by any 


eluge of temtation: and ( to inſtance no 
ore) ſuch is that comprehenſive pro- 
iſe of hearing our praiers, Ask and it ſhall 
e given you, Mart. 7. 7. This puts all good 
ings within our reach, gives us the key of 
pods Store-houſe, from whence we may fur- 
ih our ſelves with all that is really good for 
s. And if a few full Barns could remt the 
ich man in the Goſpel, to pronounce a Re- 
uiem to his foul ; what notes of acquieſcence 
Way they ſing, who have the command of an 
cxhauftible ſtore; that are ſuppli'd by him 
hoſe is 'the earth , and'the fulneſs thereof ? 


59. Awy certainly, all theſe promiſes to- 
N 2 gether 
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aſe \Frhey provided a heaven for the beaſt, and a 
ndhcll for the man. We may therfore confident- 
ly reſume our concluſion, and pronounce the 
n toſſcripture promiſes to be ſo divine and excel- 
herſWenr, that they could as little have bin made, 
vans they can be perform'd by any but an holy 
therſand almighty Author. 
rofl 61. Nor is their being conditional any 
 in-flimpeachment to their = , but anenhanſe- 
reWment. Should God have made therp ( as ſom 
phancy he has his decrees) abſolute and irre- 
pective ; he had ſer his promiſes at war with 
dis precepts, and theſe ſhould have ſuperſe- 
riicd what thoſe injoin. We are all very nig- 
{Wardly rowards God, and ſhould have bin apr 
o have ask'd Zudas's queſtion ; to what purpoſe 
this waſt ? Mat. 26. 8. What needs the la- 
dor of the courſe if the prize be certain? And 
muſt have bin infinitly below the wiſdom 
nd majeſty of the ſupreme Legiſlator, to 
ake Laws, and then evacuate Ro by diſ- 
pencing rewards without any aſpect on their 
pbſervance. 'Tis the Sanction which inſpi- 
its the Law , without which the divine, as well 
as the human, would to moſt men be a dead 
efler. 
62. Bur againſt this God has abuntdant- 
y provided, not only by the conditionality 
ff the promiſes, bur the terror of his threats 
00; which is the laſt part of Scripture which 


alls under conſideration. And theſe are - 
the 
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be luxury, and the like; which, would be here 
ndtoo long to enumerate. 

64. AND altho theſe threatnings may 
2fiſcem ſomtimes to be literally contured by 
atYche wealth and opulency of wicked men, yer 
urchey never miſs of being really and vertually 
1. Fvcrified. For either their proſperities are very 
ſhort, and only preparative to a more emi- 
nent ruin, which was the Pſalmiſts reſolu- 
tion of this doubt, P/al. 72. or elſe if God 
cave them the matter of temporal happi- 
eſs, yer he ſubſtracts the vertue and ſpirit 
pf them, renders them emty and unſarisfy- 
ng. This is well expreſt by the Pſalmiſt in 
he caſe of the Ifraclites: He gave them their 
deſire, and ſent leaneſs withall into their ſoul, 
ſa. 106. 15. and by Zophar, Job. 20. 22. 
vhere ſpeaking of the wicked, he faith; 7: 
he fulneſs of his ſufficiency [hall be be in ſtraits. 
\nd to this So/omon ſeems to refer, when he 
ſaith, the bleſſing of the Lord makethrich, and 
e addeth no ſorrow with it , Pro. 10. 22. 

65. NEITHER is it only the comforts of 
ife, bur life ir ſelf that is threatned ro be 
aken from wicked men: untimely death is 
hroour the Old Teſtament frequently men- 
ion'd as the guerdon of impiety: 'tis often 
aſſign'd judicially in particular caſes: He 
hall be cut off from his people , being the uſual 
entence upon moſt offenders under the Le- 


itical Law. Burt 'tis alſo menaced more __ 
ra y 


> > 


Om Oo, <> > Th, Gin Wy =>. 59.322 


\{anxn] | 
*puJnzÞPaaWun * yiop Se * $3214 aenonued 
n. p,ydde 210w Auew pur * aamduog ay 
h004y2 P,J9NE2J3 24oym A3a4d AJe alayn f1 
4adjoadwt jexoduan zo SOumnuraaya Jelou 
28931] Jo Spnanh]y [447 Ei oAq * aur pug] 
porn 241 Jo (1124 4 Sag *pnoſ 114 Jo dnkjorauſ 
a1 04 q499v2 10344974 242 *uene puy *E£:01 
og £ payaim gz Jo axuv;/qnſ 2q1 ano qzazſvo 
a 3ng * q/nuvſ 03 510244914 3q1 42finſ 10u p11 
10 24 I, We 0.441.490 03 oy 6a 244 Jun 
fg/ 11122 * 41402 994 ut Jagjoud 1ounweſ uoſuad 
pare 37 '11 OFT Jejq SNYTL. OP 21 ay 
1.5.09 2anad1i5g 2y3 3o a0u91 IJoya aya puy 
mdeyy 2ey2 ut 93a] 12 233 Aew 1apray 2ya 
ﬆ : $5j1woad 19W10F 212 01 u0nNyoddo zennaad 
UW yow x £q poadepe ajoyr pue * ajqeuidews 
uy vonelunuap Jnppedadp YOu 212 ul * Japunya 
jolll | Pu3 Kneuy 31 © 20adeyo aa unBaq yanu(w 
Jl 9 woad snojead 241 Fe J09Je ey ©puy fey 
2708 24 *2n2cg; Jo gt 2y21 01u1 Inq Joo] IM 31. * awry 
1 Þraano 2y2 Buiui22uE? SE Y.y daNy "£9 
"U * NOPE] YAep 40 JJaJAAI a12yI SEP 
v7} 9242 Jug aygue $1E2442 21 PUY [Jeu 2M * Sap 
x -woad aya 3o sarJnonaed ayp jJe vo vo11zayal 
120-10 5yew aa 31 *aJqeaaiu ways ayJew Agus 
1 je op 2JÞy2 of *23x2U ya 40 aJJJ S142 02 
7 yo Kddey wow ayew 2y31w 2242 $9142 
Je papnjur aJoya Se 203 : S$23xiwoad aya 01 vi 
o1Ypury 4aya vonyoddo ya Aq uoya poaeadyny]! 
n104 22135q 20uved pue * Spury [naaip YOu, 2ya 


"1 *44d14-q441q SUP14/1497)84 5, OT 


——— RR 


— 


FL. . 


S = ESA ==> 8 5 8 


ecr.III. Subjet# Matter of Holy Scripture. tos 


mmanities ang vileneſles: and he that is thus 


thy, *tis the-doom pronounc'd againſt him, 


hat he /hall be filthy ſtill, Rev. 22.11. 

68. AND then in the ſecond place , whar 
alm can there be to ſuch a mind ? what re- 
ains to ſuch a perſon , but that fearful 
peftation of wrath and fiery indggnation , 
hich the Apoſtle mentions, Heb.ro. 27. In- 
ed , were there none bur temporal miſ- 
hiefs to fear , yet it were very unpleſant to 


hink ones ſelf, like Cazz, out-law'd from the 


reſence and protection of God; to be afraid 
at every man that meets us ſhould ſlay us, 
en. 4- 14. Nay , thoſe confus'd indiſtin& 
ars of indefinite evils which attend guilt, 

e very wer Hp mou inmates in the mind, 
his is excellently deſcrib'd by Moſes ; The 
ord [hall grue thee a trembling heart , and fail- 
goof etes , and ſorrow of mind , and thy life, ſhall 
ang in doubt before thee , and thou ſhalt fear 
ay and g's 3 in the morning thou ſhalt ſay, 
ould God it were evening , and in the evening , 
vould God it were morning , Deut, 28. 65, 
6, 67. 

69. AnD what can be more wretched then 
> haye a mind thus agitated and toſt, rackt 
nd tortur'd; eſpecially when thro all theſe 
louds it fees a glimpſe of the eternal To- 
het; and knows, that from the billows of 
tis uneaſy ſtate, ir muſt be roſt into thar 
ake of fire. And this is indeed the dregs x 

O the 
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renge all its ſtifled admonitions by an unſilen- 


ceable clamor, that worm which never azes , 


MMar.g.48. How wounding will it then be zo 


re Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob , and all the 
Saints 21 the kingdom of God, Luk. 13. 28. (nay, 


tureFchar poor Lazarus, whom here men turn'd 


(Foyer ro the charity of their dogs)and itſelf in 


#/_LXY Ss _w_ 
g a 332<0< 


BEDDED ESSS = 6=> SS 


2 


he company of the devil and his angels, who 
will then upbraid what rhey once inticed ro ? 
71. NATURE abhors nothing more then 
o have our miſery inſulted over by thoſe 
ho drew us into it: yet that no circum- 
ance may be lacking to their rorment, this 
uſt be the perperual entertainment of 
Jlamn'd ſouls. And to all this Eternity is the 
Jiſmal adjun&t; which is of all other circum- 
ances the moſt diſconſolate, as leaving nor 
0 much as a glimpſe of hopes ; which here 
ſes ſtill ro be the reſerve, and laſt reſort of 
he miſerable. 
72. TH1s Eternity is that which gives an 
do, infuſes a new acrimony into the ror- 
ents: and is the higheſt ſtrain, the vertical 
point of miſery. Theſe are thoſe #errors of 
he Lord, with which the Scripture acquaints 
$: and ſure we cannot ſay that theſe are flar 
ontemtible menaces; bur ſuch as ſuir the 
Ireadful Majeſty of that God who is 4 conſu- 
ng fire, Heb. 12. 29. So thar theſe are as 
aptly accommodared for the exciting our 


iread, as the promiſes were of our love: 
O2 both 
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frame, and curious contriyance, that has no 
determinat end or uſe, is but a picce of indu- 
as ſtrious folly, a Sp:ders web , as the Propher 
he ſpeaks, 1/2. 59. 5. Now thoſe deſigns have al- 
waics been eſteem'd the moſt excellent thar 
have had te moſt worthy ſubjets, and bin 
of the greateſt extent. Accordingly , thoſe 
who have projected the obliging and bene- 
firing of other men (tho bur within a privat 
Sphere ) have alwaies bin lookt on as men of 
generous and noble deſigns. Thoſe who have 
taken their leyel higher, and directed their 
aim to a more public good, tho bur of a Ci- 
ty or Nation, Toon proportionably acquir'd 
a greater eſteem. Bur thoſe who | Boop aſpi- 
rd to be univerſal benefactors, to do ſom- 
thing for the common benefit of the world, 
their fame has commonly teach'd as far as 
their influence; men have reverenc'd , nay 
ſomtimes ( according to the common excel- 
ſes of mans nature) ador'd them. Many 
of the heathen deities (eſpecially their demi- 
gods) having bin only thoſe a Se , who by 
introducing ſom uſeful Art, or other part of 
knowledg, had oblig'd mankind. So we fee 
what a natural gratitude men are apt to pay 
to worthy and generous deſigns. And if we 
will be content bur to ſtand to this common 
award of our nature, the Scriprure will hayec 
the faireſt claim imaginable ro our reverence 


and thankfulneſs, upon this very —_ 
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rhen that was much wiſer then now ir is, it 
aughr ar a fallacious tender of ir; the v 
found of it, rho out of the devils mouth, fa- 
ſcinated our firſt Parents, and hurried them 
to the higheſt diſobedience, and cerraineſt 
ruin. And therefore now God by the holy 
Scriptures makes us an offer as much more 
ſafe, as it is more ſincere; when he ſends his 
Vord thus to be a Jamp toour feet, and a light 
ro our paths, PY. 119. 10s. to teach us all 
hat is good forus toknow, our aftectationof 
enorance will be more culpable then theirs 
pf knowledg, if we do not admire the kind- 
eſs, & embrace the bounty of ſuch a tender. 
7g. Now the making us wiſe muſt be un- 
erſtood according to the Scripture notion 
fwiſdom, which is not the wiſdom of this world, 
yr of the Princes of this world, which come to 
reht, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 2. 5. but 
hat wiſdom which deſcends from above , Ja. 3. 
7. which he there deſcribes to be fr /f pure, 
hen peaceable , gentle and eaſy tobe intreated, 
of mercy and good fruits , without partiality , 
pd without hypocriſy. Indeed the Scriprure 
ſually comprehends theſe and all other 
races under Wiſdom; for ir makes it ſyno- 
ymous to that which includes them all, vzz, 
he fear of the Lord. Thus we find throout 
ie whole Book of Proyerbs theſe us'd as 
rms convertible. In ſhort, Wiſdom is that 


ratical knowledg of God and our ſelves 
which 
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on to the ſuperlative happineſs of the nexr 
World, bur even to the quier and tranquillity 
this. For alas,we are impotent giddy crea- 
res, ſwai'd ſomtimes by one paſſion, ſom- 
mes by anorher; nay often the interfcar- 
g of our-appetites makes us irreſolute which 
e are to gratify, whilſt in the interim their 
rugling agitates and turmoils the mind. 
) what can be more deſirable in ſuch a 
aſe, then to pur our ſelves under a wiſer 
pnduct then our own; and as oppreſt States 
ſe ro defear all leſſer pretenders by becom- 
os homagers to ſom more potent: ſo for us 
) deliver our ſelves from the tyranny of our 
ſts, by giving up our obedience to him 
thoſe ſervice is perfe& freedom. 
81. WERE there no other adyantage of 
e exchange, bur the bringing us under fixr 
nd determinat' Laws, 'twere very confidera- 
le. Every man would gladly know the terms 
f his fubje&ion , and have ſom ſtanding 
e to guide himſelf by ; and Gods Laws are 
Dd; we may certainly know what he requires 
tus: but the mandars of our paſſions are 
bitrary and extemporary : what pleaſes 
hem to day diſguſts them ro morrow ; and 
'e muſt alwaics be in' readineſs to do we 
now not what , and of all the Arbitrary 
overnments that men cither feel or fear, 
lis is doubtleſs the moſt miſerable. I with our 
pprehenfions of it were but ag ſenſible ; and 
| P then 
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on to the ſuperlative happineſs of the next 
orld, bur eyen to the quier and tranquillity 
f this. For alas,we are impotent giddy crea- 
res, ſwai'd ſomtimes by one paſſion, ſom- 
mes by anorher; nay often the interfear- 
g of our-appetites makes us irreſolute which 
e are to gratify, whilſt in the interim their 
rugling agitates and turmoils the mind. 
id what can be more deſirable in ſuch a 


ſc, then to put our ſelyes under a wiſer 


pndudt then our own; and as oppreſt States 
ſe to. defeat all leſſer pretenders by becom- 
os homagers to ſom more potent: ſo for us 
deliver our ſelves from the tyranny of our 
ſts, by giving up our obedience to him 
hoſe ſervice is perfe& freedom. 

81. WERE there no other adyantage of 


e exchange, but the bringing us under fixr 


d determinat'Laws, 'twere very conſidera- 
le. Every. man:would gladly know the terms 
f his ſubjection , and have ſom ſtanding 

e to guide himſelf by ; and Gods Laws are 
D; we may certainly know what he requires 
fus: but the mandars of our paſſions are 
rbitrary and extemporary : what pleaſes 
em to day diſguſts them ro morrow ; and 
't© muſt alwaics be in readineſs to do we 
now not what, and of all the Arbitrary 
overnments that men cither feel or fear. 
Vis is doubtleſs the moſt miſerable. I wiſh our 
pprehenfions of it were bur ag ſenſible : and 
| P then 


0011 

3 ut Afuo 30u 2ey2 pue *250eziu3oo wew 
aq UIqaTA\ STTeF 2ey2 Sula 19:94? you oy $1 
mo99e Jeuy ano 1E $n 2mboe few $e * A2a1q 
ps2Jn1 2123 Aq of $241 ano gunrjnJaa ay 1 
1 *E1*71 'JoPI7 © guatunpnl o;un 3.407 £1323 
iq mnvqſ pory dof * sguatupurutmo? 9 Jy 
wp025.4Y2J : voynpuo? uiejd $12 ur yonbuy 
mn $3ny ay £ ua fo ruof 294 0] poo? 3vgz 
m 1747 Puy 01 Ipew pey 5y yoI4rag a1eana 
X 212 JJe 493Je #01fog 121 puy 2M AjBuip 
Pp5y 21 03 sn pea] 4Ajquyezur JA yo11U 4 
ede 3no $n SYaew © SUPoW 2153 SN SAVOY 21 PUE 
kweu e sn 2413 4juo pJno2 Aydojonyg jo 
wa poos 3311Þ 221 * ANI} Dis” a JEN 
ma $n $2uenboe 2x '2 7 qr © pro. lpm SU 
wy 2g Se yonj © S12243eaeyd yourejd pur © (1 
1199 1J94e943 ay ui yar.w Sn $2u5Jaad 2nd 
TP a 2 pus 7 apnys gone 
quM 219Snoj Aaya 2eai pur © 211 Jumene 
þ SueaWw 212 $1 2eqa\ pue *<S1 Sjourddey onag 
t9qa4 wouy 01 3nq $1 © 01 papuaJoad DAey plom 

1M v1 vow JIA 21 Je younn 1H 1, Og 
*p$11dwo2 wopjin Piſof 
1511 uT *21 01 Wny p,1ea32q *Aeu * 102ea 
M un gu1JJe} wo 120Uu wiy P,in59j yoIuA 
mzed-1ey $,529774 7, 2] Inq ode *©Suonr] 
bad; je1aoe pur p,uyo1 Your 5y3 JJe * S143 2n0 
mM 'g+1'01q lpm 2g puvylopun oy $1 atap 
Tags fo wopſit2 aq 7, *11 Jo $5419 uew aj 


M vonmyop 1ey2 02 9JqQro9ane $1 Snjx pug 


oF unp pue 22ua1paqo 01 $n S5BeBua you1[A 


J 


29 * 19914-91419 ruonſtiq) qt 411 


Geer. III. Subjet? Matter of Holy Scripture. 11 5 


_— 


further it excites our courage, by aſſuring us 
that if we will not baſely ſurrender our ſelves, 
"ve can never be oyerpower'd if we do but 
tand our ground ; reſiſt our enemy , he wi// fly 
m us; Ja. 4. 7. And to that purpoſe it di- 
res us under what banner we are to liſt our 
ſelves; even his who hath ſpoiPd aria 55a 
md powers, Col. 2.15. to whoſe condut and 
diſcipline if we conſtantly adhere, we cannor 
miſs of yicory. 
85. AND * laſtly it ſers before us the 
prize of this conqueſt ; that we ſhall noronly 
recover our liberty, manumit our ſelyes from 
the vileſt bondage to the vileſt and cruelleſt 
ppreſſors ; but we ſhall be crown'd for it too , 
rewarded for being kind to our felves, 


and be made happy eternally hereafter for 
Wbcing willing ro be pagh here. 
1C 


89. AND ſure theſe are terms ſo appa- 
FWrently advantageous , thar he muſt be infinitly 
ſtupid ( fooliſh to deſtry tion ) that will nor 
be thus made wiſe unto ſalvation, that deſpi- 
ſes or cavils at this divine Book, which 
means him ſo much good, which deſigns ro 
make him live here generouſly and accor- 
Wing to the dignity of his nature, and in the 
next world to haye that nature ſublimared , 
Wand exalted, made more capacious of thoſe 
Wrefin'd and immenſe feliciries, which there 
await all who will _ themſelyes for 
them ; 4x20 ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) by patient 
UP 24 
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comforts us amidſt all the calamities of this 
«7.Mife, by grnay-2. us they ſhall a//work together 

1-Mfor good to thoſe that love God 5 Ro. 8.28, 

88. Nox do's the Scriprure deſign to pro- 
mote our intereſts conſider'd only fingly and 
perſonally, but alſo in relation to Societies 
and Communities; it gives us the beſt rules 
pf diſtributive aud commutative Juſtice ; 
caches us to render to all their dues, Ro. 13.7. 
to keep our words, to obſerye inviolably all 
ur pacts and contracts; nay tho they prove 
0 our damage. Pia. 15. 4. and to preſerve 
xa&t fidelity and truth ; which are the finews 
f human commerce. Ir infuſes into us noble 
and generous principles', to prefer a common 
«#z before our private: and that higheſt 

flight of Ethnic yertue, that of dying for 
"nes Country, is no more then the Scripture 
preſcribes eyen for our common brethren , 
1 70. 3.16. 

89. Burt beſides theſe generals, it deſcends 
to more minute directions accommodated 
o our ſeyeral circumſtances; it. gives us ap- 
ropriate i rules in reference ta our diſtinct 
relations , whether natural, civil, ecclefiaſti- 
al, or economical. And if men would bunt 
univerſally conform to them, to what a bleſ- 
ed harmony would it tune the world ? what 
vrder and peace would it introduce ? There 
'ould then be no oppreſſive Governors, nor 


nutinous Subjects ; no unnatural Parents, nor 
con- 
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ur own perverineſs: we have zt, but(as the 
Apoſtle Genks in another ſenſe ) es if we had 
t not, 1 Cor. 7, 29. We have it ( thatis, uſe 
t) to purpoſes widely different from whar ir 
eans. Som haye it as a Swper/edeas to all the 
juty it injoins; and ſo they can but cap texts, 
lk glibly of Scripture, are not at all con- 
ern'd to practice it: ſom have ir as their Ar- 
ſenal, to furniſh them with weapons, not a- 
painſt their ſpiritual enemies, bur their ſecu- 
lar: applying all the A ſentences 
ey there find, to all thoſe to whoſe perſons 
r opinions they have prejudice. And fom 
have it as a Scene of their mirth, a topic of 
nillery, dreſs their profane and ſcurrilous 
jeſts in its language; and ſtudy it for no 0- 
ther end but to abuſe it. And whilſt we treat 
it at this vile rate, no wonder we are never 
he better for it. For alas, what will it ayail 
s to haye the moſt ſoyeraign Balſom in our 
poſſeſſion, if inſtead of applying it to our 
wounds, we trample it under our feer? 

92 Bur tho we may fruſtrate the uſe, 
we cannot alter the nature of things. Gods 
deſign in giving us the Scripture was to make 

saS happy as our nature is capable of being 
and the Scripture is excellently adapted to 
his end: for as to our eternal felicity, all 
hat believe there is any ſuch ſtare, muſt ac- 
nowledg the Scripture chalks us outthe rea- 
ly way to it: not only becauſe 'tis —_— 
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4. It was a large commiſſion our Savior 
pave his Diſciples ; go preach the Goſpel to eve- 
ry creature, Mar. 16., 15. ( which in the nar- 
roweſt acception muſt be the Gentile world ) 
nd yet their oral Goſpel did nor reach far- 
her then the writen: for wherever the Chri- 
ſtan Faith was planted, the holy Scriptures 
rere left as the records of it; nay, as the con- 
ſeryers of it too; rhe ſtanding rule by which 
all corruptions were to be derected. *Tis true, 
he entire Canon of the New Teſtament, as 
xe now have it, -was not all at once deliver'd 
othe Church; the Goſpels and Epiſtles be- 
no ſucceſſively writ, as the needs of Chri- 
ans, and the encroachments of Heretics 
aye occaſion: bur ar laſt they became all 
ogether the common magazine of the 
Koch , to furniſh arms both defenſive and 
UBbfenſive. For as the Goſpel puts in our hands 
tWrhc ſhield of Faith , ſo the Epiſtles help us to 
LBhold ir, thar it may not be wreſted out of our 
$ Winds again, cither by the force of perſecu- 
wy. or the ly inſinuations of vice or he- 
relVv. 

be Tnus the Apoſtles like prudent lea- 
ders, haye beat up the Ambuſhes,, diſcoyer'd 
the ſnares that were laid for us; and by dif- 
omfiting Satans forlorn hope, thar earlieſt 
Ser of falſe teachers and corrupt practices 
hich then invaded the Church, have laid a 
oundation of victory to the ſucceeding Ages , 
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TEST Is 20. 


[7 heCuſtody of the holy Scripture # a api 
ul lege and right of the Chriſtian Church, 
' and every member of it ; which cannot 
without tmpietytoGod,and injuſtice un- 
| to !t and them, be taken away or em- 
i peacht. 

B Es1DEs the keeping of the divine Law , 
RD which is obſequious, and imports a due 
(Micgard roall irs Precepts, commonly expreſt 
Fin Scripture by Keeping the commandments , 
fear knzng to, and obeying the voice of the Lord , 
Walking in his waies, and obſerving and doin 

Whis tatutes and his judgments : there is a off 
Bclory keeping it, in reference ro our ſelves 
FYand others; in reſpe&t whereof, Almighty 
BY God, Det. 6. andelſewhere frequently , ha- 
Dying enjoin'd the people of 1/rae/, to f Ag 4 
BE Ld their God with all their heart, and with all 
their ſoul, and with all therr might , and that the 
words which he commanded them [hould be in 
their heart , he adds , that they ſhall teach them 
diligently to their children, and ſhall talk of 
them when they ſit down in their houſes, and when 
they walk by the way. and when they lie down, and 
when they riſe up : and that they bind them for a 
izn upon their hand, and that they ſhall be as 
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ballr:1d in the Synagogues every Sabbath day, AR. 
dofſi;. 27. and alſo privatly, in their hands; ſo 
thethat chey might ar pleſure ſearch into them, 
orafſo. 5. 39+ AR. 17. 11. Hereupon the Jews are 
b'dby Saint Auſtin call'd the Capſaru , or ſeryants 
celthar carried the Chriſtians Books. And Atha- 
ndza/izs in this Tract of the Incarnation, faies , 
er] be Law was not for the Ferys only , nor were the 
Prophets ſent for them alone ; but that Nation 
was the Drvimity-Schole of the whole world; from 
whence they were to fetch the knowleag of God, 
md the way of ſpiritual lrving : which amounts 
to what the Apoſtle ſaies, Galar. 3. 24. That 
the Law was a Schole-maſter to bring us unt9 
Chriſt. 

3- AND 'tis obſeryable that the very fame - 
word, Rom. 3. 2. in the Text ceyen now reci- 
ted, which expreſles the commirring of the 
Oracles of God to the Jews, is an, uſe of 
conſtantly by Saint Pau/, when he declares 
the truſt and duty incumbent on him in the 
Epreaching of the Goſpel: of which, ſee x Cor. 

9. 17. Gal. 2.7. 1 Thef. 2. 4.1 Tim. 1,1. Tit. 

1.3. And therefore, as he {ies .1Cor.g.ThoT 

preach the Goſpel ] have nothing to glory of”; 

for neceſſity ts laid upon me , yea , wo 1s unto me if 

I preach not the Goſpel, for if I do this thing wit 

linzly, I haveareward ; but if againſt my will, 

a diſpenſation of the Goſpel ts committed unto 

me: So may all Chriſtians fay; if we our 


ſcelyes keep and tranſmit to our poſterities the 
| holy 
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ter. IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. E27 


he Chriſtian Church , that they might believe 
Meſus was the Chriſt , the ſon of God, and that be- 


( eving they might have kfe thro bu name , J 0. 


Wo. 31. The + 6695 were not addreſt pecu- 
"Wiarly ro the Bi 


ops and Deacons , but all the 


Wooly brethren, to the Churches of God that are 


anftified in Jeſus Chriſt , and to all thoſe that 
allupon the name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 


Ive R271 Cor. 1. 2, 2 Cor. 1, 1. Galar. x. z. Eph. 


5S. 1. Col. 4.16. x Theſ. 5. 27. Phil. x. 1. Jam. 


'SÞ. 1. x Pet. x. 1. 2:'Pet. 1. 1. Revel. x. 4. Or 
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{ by chance ſom one or two of the Epiſtles 
ere addreſt to an Eccleſiaſtic perſon, as thoſe 
o Timothy and Titus, their purport plainly 
efers to the community of Chriſtians, and 
ie depoſatum commitred to their truſt ; T 7m. 
$20, And Saint John on the other ſide di- 
ets his Epiſtles to thoſe who were plainly ſe- 
ular; to Lakers, young men and fcele chil- 
iren; and a Lady and her children, Epiſt. x. 
lap. 2.12.13, 1 .andEpiſt.2.1. 1. 
6. Bur beſides the intereſt which every 
hriſtian has in the cuſtody of the Scripture 
pon the account of its being a depo/itum 
ntruſted to him, he has alſo another no leſs 
orcible; that 'tis the Teſtament of his Sa- 
ior, by which he becomes a Son of God, #0 
] ro tirumatice Sar; and if he be a Son, it 
$ the Apoſtles inference , that he is then an 


err , - an her of God thro Chriſt , Gal. 4. 7. Now 
as he who is heir to an cſtate, is alſo to the 


deeds 
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W:cr. IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. 129 


F There there is no ſtandard or meſures , 'tis 
Wify for men to falſify both; and no leſs ca- 
Y is it to adulterate dodrins, where no re- 
ourſe can be had to the primary rule. Now 
at there is a Pn chat falſe reachers 
ay ariſe , we have all aſſurance; nay we 
:Waye the word of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles thar 
t ſhould be ſo: and all Ecclefiaſtic Story to 
Wireſt ir has bin ſo. And if in the firſt and 
ureſt times ( thoſe Ages of more immediat 
lumination ) the God of this world found in- 
ruments whereby to blind mens minds, 2 
Mor. 4. 4- it cannot be ſuppos'd impoſlible or 
improbable he ſhould do ſo now. 

K 8. Bur to leaye generals, and to ſpeak to 
Wie caſc of that Church which magiſterially 
rohibirs Scriprure to the vulgar : ſhe manifeſt- 
ly ſtands liable to that charge of our Savior, 
Luk. 11. 52. Te have taken away the key of 
Ienowledg : and by allowing the common 
al no more Scripture then what ſhe at- 
tords. them in their Sermons and privat Ma- 
nuals, keeps it in her power to impoſe on them 
rhat ſhe pleaſes. For 'tis ſure thoſe portions 
ſe ſcle&ts for them, ſhall be none of thoſe 
which claſh with the doctrins ſhe recom- 
mends ; and whenever ſhe will uſe this power 
to the corrupting their faith , or worſhip (yea, 
"r their manners either ) they muſt brutiſhly 
lubmir ro it, becauſe they cannot bring her 
dirs to the teſt. 
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(Kr 1V. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. 131 


znd other Manuals. Now a Church that can 
Frhus fſacrilegiouſly pu: .oin one Command- 
ment ( and ſuch a one as God has own'd him- 
ſelf the moſt jealouſly concern'd in ) and to 
l,Fdclude her children ſplit another to make up 
the number, may as her needs require, ſub- 
ſtrat and divide what others ſhe pleaſe: and 
then whilſt all reſort to Scripture is obſtru- 
ed; how fatal a hazard muſt thoſe poor ſouls 
Frun, who areoblig'd to follow theſe blind, or 
rather theſe winking guides into the ditch ? 
|\M 10. Bur all theſe criminations ſhe rerorts 
Fby objecting the dangers of allowing the 
wm ro the vulgar, which ſhe accuſes 
as the ſpring of all Sets, Schiſms, and Here- 
fies. To which I anſwer firſt, that ſuppoſing 
this were true, 'twas certainly foreſeen by 
oF God, who Cen laid no reſtraint ; 
ef probably as forc-ſecing, that the dangers of 
eN implicir faith ( ro which ſuch a reſtraint muſt 
| ſfubiet men ) would be far greater: and if 
| God ſaw fir to indulge the liberty , rhoſe rhat 
ſhall oppoſe it, mult certainly think they do 
not only partake, but have tranſplanted in- 
fallibiliry from God to themſelves. 
K 11. Bur ſecondly, 'tis not generally true, 
| that Sets, Schiſms , and Herefies are owing to 
Þ his liberty; All Eccleſiaſtical Story ſhews us 
thar they were notthe illiterat Lay-men, bur 
© the learned Clarks who were uſually the 
© broachers of Hereſies. And indeed many of 
R 2 them 
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verlAnd if tro this be objected the multitude of 
ereflQuakers and Fanatics, who generally are of 
n, the ignorant ſort; I anſwer, thar 'tis mani- 
{s, Wieſt che firſt propugners of thoſe reners in 
n-Germany were nor ſeduc'd into them by mis- 
mftakes of Scripture , but induſtriouſly torm'd 
them, at once to diſguiſe and promote their 
rillainous deſigns of ſedition and rapine: 
ind as for thoſe amongſt us, it is not at all 
ertain that their firſt errrors were their own 
productions: there are vehement preſum- 
tions that the ſeeds were ſown by greater Ar- 
ificers; whoſe firſt buſineſs was to unhinge 
1-Ythem from the Church, and then to fill their 
e-hcads with ſtrange Chimera's of their privi- 
of leges and perftections; and by that intoxica- 
dE tion of ſpiritual pride, diſpoſe them for all de- 
n 

n 


luſions : and thereby render them, like Sam- 
ſons Foxes, fit inſtruments to ſcr all in combu- 
ſtion. 
13. Burt admit this were but a conjccture, 
and that they were the ſole Authors of their 
| own frenzy; how appears it that the liberty 
| of reading the Scripture was the cauſe of it ? 
'B Had theſe men bin of the Romith commu- 
| nion, and ſo bin interdiced privat reading , 
| yer ſom broken parts of Scripture would have 
Þ@ bin in Sermons and Books of deyotion com- 
municated to them; had ir not bin as poſſible 
for them ro have wreſted what they heard as 


what they read? In one reſpect it age 
ther 
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Secr. IV. Cuſtody of Holy $ cripture. 135 


the Scriprures read publicly to them every 
Sabbath day ; which To/ephus againſt Apprort 
thus comrolies Moſes propounded to the Jews the 
moſt excellent and necefſary learning of the Lat 3 
wt by hearing it once or tuce, but every ſe- 
venth day laying aſide their works , he commanded 
them to aſſemble or the hearing of the Law, and 
throughly and exatftly 70 learnit. Parallel to this 
was the practice of the primitive Church, per- 
form'd by the Lector, or Reader, of which 7#- 
fm Martyr inhis 2. Apol, gives this account. 
On the day calPd Sunday, all that abide in towns 
ow the countries about , meet in one place, andthe 
writings of the Apoſtles and Prophets are read, 
ſo far as there ts place. SoTertulhaninhis A- 
pol. deſcribing the offices in rhe public Aſſem- 
blies : We feed our faith with the ſacred Words, 
weraiſe our hopes, and eſtabliſhour rehance. 

15. AND as the Jews thought it indecent 
for perſons profeſling piety, to let three daies 
paſs without the offices thereof in rhe con- 
ercgation; and therefore met in their Syna- 
rogues upon every Tueſday and Thurſday in 
the week, and there perform'd the durics of 
faſting, praicr, and hearing thc holy Scri- 
ptures; concerning which is the boaſt of 
the Phariſee , Luk. 18. 12. in conformity here- 
to the Chriſtians alſo, their Sabbath being 
brought forward from the Saturday to the 
day following ; that the like number of daies 


might not paſs them withour En. the 
afore- 
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Secr. IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. 137 


fare every meal he has the readings of the holy 
Scriptures 5 and Pſalms, and Hymns at the time 
of bis meals. Which T ertulhian allo deſcribes 
in his Apol. and Saint Cyprian in the end of 
che Epiſt. ro Donatres. 

17. AND this is farther evidenc'd by the 
early and numerous verſions of the Scriptures 
into all vulgar Languages ; concerning which 
Theodoret ſpeaks in his Book of the Cure of 
the Aﬀections of the Grecks, Serm. 5. We 
Chriſtians (ſais he) are enabled to [hew the 
power of Apoſtolic and prophetic dottrins , which 
have filld all Countries under Heaven. For 
that which was formeriyutter din Hebrew, us 
wt on ly tranſlated into the Language of the Gre- 
uns, but alſo the Romans, Egyptians, Perſians, 
Indians, Armenans,Scythians, Samaritans ; and 
na word to all the Languages that arensd by 
any Nation. The ſame is ſaid by Saint Chry- 
/oſtom in his firſt Homily upon Saint Hobr. 

18. Nok was this don by the blind zeal 
of inconſiderable men, bur the moſt eminent 
Doors of the Church were concern'd herein : 
ſuch as Origen, who with infinit labor contriv'd 
the Hexapla. Saint Chry/oſtom , who tranſla- 
ted the New Teſtament, Pſalms, and ſom 
part of the Old Teſtament into the Armeni- 
an Tongue as witneſſes Geor. Alex. in the 
life of Chry/oſt. So /1philas the firſt Biſhop of 
the Goths tranflated the holy Scriprure into 


the Gothic; as Socrat. Eccl. Hiſt. 1. 4. cap. 33- 
\ and 
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ct.IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. 139 


21. T o this purpoſe St. Zerom ſpeaks in his 
Epiſtle ro Leta, ow he directs in the edu- 
cation of her young daughter, and adviſes, 
that mnſtead of gems and ſilk, ſhe be enamour'd 
PB:::1b the holy Scripture 5 <herein not gold , or 
its, or Babylonian embroideries, but a cor- 
1 ana beautiful variety producing faith , will 

recommend its ſelf. Let her firſt learn the P/at- 
ter, and be entertain'd with thoſe ſongs ; then 
be mſtrutted unto life by the Proverbs of Solo- 
mon: /et her learn from Eccleſiaſtes to deſpiſe 
zorlaly things 5 tranſcribe from Job the pra- 
tice of patience and vertne: let her paſs then 
d i the Goſpels, and never let them be out of her 
> bands : and then imbibe with all the faculties of 
"Btbe mind, the Acts of the Apoſtles, and Epiſtles. 
I ben ſhe has enrichd the ſtore-honſe of her 
breaſt with theſe treſtres , let her learn the Pro- 
thets, the Heptatench, or books of Moſcs , Jo- 
[hua 22d Judges , the books of Kings and Chro- 
nicles , the volumes of Ezra and Eſther , and 
laſtly the Canticles. And indeed, this Father 
is ſo concern'd to have the unletter'd female 
lex skilful in the Scriptures , that tho he ſharp- 
ly rebukes their pride and over-wening ; he 
not only frequently reſolves their doubrs 
concerning difficult places in the ſaid Scri- 
ptures, but dedicates ſeveral of his Commen- 
taries to them. 

22. THE ſame is to be ſaid of Saint Au- 
ſin, who in his Epiſtles ro unlerter'd Laics, en- 
S 2 cou- 
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S:cr.IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. + I4L 


cri ond the cares of a family. But 'tis adeſtruftive 
opinion , that the reading of the Scripture per- 
tains only to thoſe ho have addifted themſelves 
t9a monaſtic life ; when the reading of Scripture 
i much more neceſſary for ſecular perſons ; for 
elf they ho converſe abroad, and recerue frequent 
the rounds, are in greateſt need of remedies and 
In preſervatives. So Hom.2. on Mar. Hearken all 
ret you that are ſecular , how you ought to order your 
til wives and children; and how you are particularly 
exjoin'd to read the Scriptures, and that not per- 
tf furttorily , or by chance , but very ailigently. 

onll 25. LiktewisSE Hom. 3. on Laz. What 
ri /azeſt thou, O man? 1t ts not thy buſineſs to turn 
| Wer the Scripture, being aiſtratted by innume- 
MN rable cares ; no, thou haſt therefore the greater 
r= c/:gation: others do not ſo much ſtand in need 
i} of the ards of the Scripture , as they<who are con- 
1,0 cer /ant im much buſineſs. Farther, Hom. 8. on 
eW Heb.5. I beſeech you neglet? not the reading of 
Nl the Scriptures ; but whether we comprehend the 
N= meaning of what is ſpoken or not , let us alwaies 
el be converſant in them : for daily meditation 
| //rengthens the memory ; and it frequently hap- 
i pens, that what you now cannot find out , if yot 
| 


Lg 


attemt it again . you will the next day diſcover : 
for God of his goodneſs will enlighten the mind. 
It were endleſs to tranſcribe all the Exhorta- 
tions of the ancicnt Doctors and Fathers of 
the Church ; they not only permitted, but ear- 
neſtly preſt upon all C hriſtians , whatever _ 
CILAate 
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Secr. IV. Cuſtody of Holy Scripture. 143 


27. Bur would God none but the Ro- 
2s maniſt were impeachable of this detention 
of Yo Scripture: there are too many among us 
14 Echat arc thus falſe and envious to themſelves: 
is and what the former do upon policy and pre- 
) Weence of reverence, thoſe do upon mere oſci- 
ir Francy and ayow'd profaneſs ; which are 

much worſe inducements. And for ſuch as 
k theſe to declaim againſt detention of the 
e (Scripture, is like the Law-ſuirs of thoſe who 
) 


contend only about ſuch little punctilio's as 
themſelves deſign no adyantage from , but on- 
ly the- worſting their adyerfaries : and it 
would be much ſafer for them to lie under 
the interdict of others , then thus to reſtrain 
themſelyes: eyen as much as the crrors of 
obedience are more excuſable, then thoſe of 
contemt and profaneſs. 

206. AND Ha I would haye ir ſeriouſly 
conſider'd that the Edit of Drocletian for 
the demoliſhing the Chriſtian Churches, and« 
the burning their Bibles; became the cha- 
racter and particular aggrayation of his moſt 
bloudy perſecution. Now ſhould Almighty 
God call us to the like trial, ſhould Antichri- 
{tian violence , whether heathen or other , take 
from us our Churches and our Bibles, what 
comfort could we have in that calamity, if 
our contemt of thoſe bleſſing drove them 
from us; as , prevented perſecution, and be- 

1C 


reſt us of them eyen whilſt we had them in 
our 
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Fw; EX. 


The Scripture has great propriety and fit- 
F neſs toward the attainment of its 
it excellent end. 


E are now in the next place to conſi- 

der how exactly the holy Scriptures 
re adapted tro thoſe great ends to which 
they are directed: how ſufficient they are for 
thar important negotiation on which they. 
are ſent: and that we ſhall certainly find 
e-Fthem ,, if we look on them cither intrinſecally , 
#For circumſtanrially. For the firſt of theſe no- 
tions we need only to refle& on the third 
FE Part of this diſcourſe, where the Scripture 
Fin reſpe&t of the ſubject Matter is evinc'd to 
iN be a ſyſtem of the moſt excellent Laws, backr 
El with the moſt tranſcendent rewards and pu- 
SY niſhments; and the certainty of rhoſe con- 
FW firm'd by ſuch pregnant inſtances of Gods 
mercies and yengeance in this world, as are 
the ſureſt gages and carneſts of what we are 
bid to expect inanother. 

2 Now what method imaginable can 
there be uſed to rational creatures-of more 
force and energy ? Nay it ſeems to deſcend 
T cven 
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their malice and obſtinacy, mere human 
pravity could not hold our. 

5. AND as the holy Scripture is thus fitly 
proportion'd to its end in reſpect of the ſub- 
ject matter, ſo is it alſo in reterence to its cir- 
cumſtances, which all conſpire to render ir, 
the power of God unto ſalvation, Ro. 1. 16. In 
the firſt rank of thoſe we muſt place its divine 
original, which ſtamps it with an uncon- 
troulable autority; and is an infallible ſecu- 
rity that the matter of ir is perfectly true: 
ſince it proceeds from that eſſential verit 
which cannot abuſe us with fraudulent pro- 
miſes or threatnings: and from that infinite 
power that cannot be impeded in the execu- 
tion of what he purpoſes. 

6. YET to render this circumſtance efh- 
cacious there needs another; to wit, that 
its being the word of God be ſufficiently te- 
ſtif'd to us: and we have in the fore-going dif- 
courſe evinced it to be ſo; and that in the 
utmoſt degree that a matter of thar kind is 
capable of, beyond which no ſober man will 
require evidence in any thing. And certain- 
ly theſe two circumſtances thus united, have 
a mighty force ro impreſs the dictars of Scri- 
pture on us. And we muſt rebel againſt God 
and our own convictions too, to hold out 
againſt it. 

7. A third circumſtance relates ro the 


frame and compoſure of this divine Book, 
KS both 
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9. ANOTHER excellency of the ſtile, is its 
propriety to the ſeveral ſubjects it treats of. 
When ir ſpeaks of ſuch things as God would 
not have men pry into, it wraps them up in 
clouds and thick darkneſs; by rhat means 
to deter inquiſitive man ( as he did at S7naz } 
from breaking into rhe mount, Ax. 20. And 
that he gives any intimation at all of ſuch, 
ſcems deſign'd only to give us a juſt eſtimate 
how ſhallow our comprehenſions are; and 
excite us to adore and admire that Abyſs 
of divine Wiſdom which we can neyer 1a- 
thom. 

10. ThHiNcs of a middle nature, which 
may be uſeful to ſom , but are not indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to all, the Scripture leaves more ac- 
cclſible; yet not ſo obvious as to be within 
every mans reach : but makes them only the 
prize of induſtry, praier, and humble ende- 
vors. And it is no ſmall benefit, that thoſe 
who covert the knowledg of divine Truth, are 
by it engag'd to take theſe yertues in the 
way. Beſides there is ſo much time requir'd 
to that ſtudy, as renders it inconſiſtent with 
thoſe ſecular buſineſſes wherein the genera- 
lity of men are immerſt: and conſequently 
tis neceſſary that thoſe who addict them- 
ſelves ro the one, have competent vacancy 
from the other: And in this it hath a viſible 
uſe by being very contributive to the main- 
taining that ſpiritual ſubordination of' rhe 
people 
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a fc faies, that all thoſe things which concern 
Faith and Manners, are plainly to be met with 
offÞvs the Scripture: and Saint Ferom inhis Com- 
adment on E/: 19. tells us, that ?*rrs the cuſtom of 
ref8/be Scripture to cloſe obſcure ſayings with thoſe 
14/227 are eaſy; and what was Zolf expreſ dark- 
rel, to propoſe im evident words: which very 
thing is ſaid likewiſe by Saint Chry/oſtom, 
rllHom. 9. 2 Cor. 4. 11. who in his firſt homil 
on Saint Mar. farther declares, that the Scrs- 
 Mtures are eaſy tobeunderſtood, and expos'd to 
egar capacities. 
| 13. He faics again, Hom. upon E/ay, that 
be Scriptures are not mettals that require the 
help of Miners, but afford a treſure eaſily tobe 
ad to them that ſeek the riches contain'd mm 
them. It us enough only to ſtoop down, and look 
eNpon them, and depart replemſhd with wealth 3 
4 Wt is enough only to open them, and behold the 
B/plendor of thoſe Gems. Again, Hom. 3. onthe 
.Wiccond Ep. to the Theſl. 2. AU} things are evi- 
dent and ſtrait , which are im the holy Scripture ; 
whatever ts neceſſary i manifeſt. So alſo Hom. 
3. on Gen. 14. 1t cannot be that he who u« ftu- 
 (drous in the holy Scripture ſhould be regetfted : 
Bir tho the inſtruttion of men be wanting, the 
Lord from above will inlighten our minds , ſhine 
Wn upon our reaſon, revele what us ſecret, and 
Wcach what Tye donot know. So Hom.1. on 70.11. 
Almighty God involves his doftrin with no miſts , 
Wd darkneſs, as did the Philoſophers : = do- 
| rin 
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15. A third circumſtance in which the 
(cripture is fitted to attain its end, is its being 
commirred to writing , as that is diſtinguiſh'd 
from oral delivery. Itis moſt true, the word 
of God is of equal autority and efficacy 
which way ſoever it be deliver'd : The Ser- 
mons of the Apoſtles were eyery jot as divine 
ind powerful out of their mouths, as they are 
now in their ſtory. All the advantage there- 
fore thar the written Word can pretend to , 
's in order to its perpetuity , as itis a ſecurer 
way of derivation to poſterity, then thar of 
oral Tradition. To cvince that it is fo, I 
hall firſt weigh the rational probabilities on 
ether ſide. Secondly , I ſhall conſider to 
which God himſelf appears in Scripture to 
vive the deference. 

16. Fo, the firſtoftheſe, I ſhall propoſe 
this conſideration, which I had occaſion to 
intimate before , that the Bible being writ 
for the univerſal uſe of the faithful , 'twas as 
univerſally difperſt amongſt them : The Jews 
had the Law not only in their Synagogues, 
bur in their privat houſes, and as ſoon as the 
Evangelical Books were writ, they were ſcat- 
rer'd into all places where the Chriſtian 
Faith had obtain'd. Now when there was 
ſuch a vaſt multitude of copies, and thoſe ſo 
revercd by the poſleſſors , that they thought ir 
the higheſt pitch of ſacrilege to expoſe them, 
it muſt ſurely be next to impoſſible,entirely to 
U ſup- 
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"F racy to admit it at firſt; yer like a ſmall 
"Feruption of waters, it widens its own paſſage, 
MY till it cauſe an inundation. There is no im- 
preſſion ſo deep, but time and interyening 
"Y accidents may wear out of mens minds; e- 
T ſpecially where the notions are many and 
M arc founded not in nature, but poſitive inſti- 
© cution, as a great part of Chriſtian Religion 
Tis. And when we conſider the yarious tem- 
pers of men, 'twill nor be ſtrange rhat ſuc- 
© cceding Ages will nor-alwaies be derermin'd 
by the Traditions of the former. Som are 
pragmatic, and think themſelves fitter to 
preſcribe to the belief of mores mmm , then 
to follow that of their Anceſtors: ſom have 
mtereſt and deſigns which will be better ſer- 
v'd by new Tenets: aud ſom are ignorant 
and miſtaking, and may unawares corrupt 
the do&rin they ſhould barely deliver: and 
of this laſt ſort we may Sol there may be 
' many, ſince it falls commonly to the mo- 
thers lot to imbue children with the firſt ru- 
diments. 

19. Now in all theſe caſes how poſſible 
is it that primitive Tradition may be either 
loſt or adulterated? and conſequently, and 
in proportion to that poſſibility, our confi- 
dence of it muſt be ſtagger'd. I am ſure ac- 
cording to the common eſtimate in ſeculars 
it muſt be ſo. For I appeal to any man whe- 
ther he be' not apter to credit arelation which 
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in this caſe Sathan has a more peculiar con- 
cern, and can ſerve himſelf more by a falfi- 
fication here then in remporal affairs. For if 
he can but corrupt Religion, it ceaſes to be 
his cnemy , and becomes one of his moſt 
uſeful engins, as ſufficiently appear'd in the 
rites of the heathen worſhip. We have 
therefore no cauſe to think this an exemt 
caſe ; but to preſume it may be influenc'd 
by the ſame pravity of human nature, which 
prevailes in others ; and conſcquently are 
oblig'd to bleſs God that he has not left our 
ſpiritual concerns to ſuch hazards, but has 
lodg'd them in a more ſecure repoſitory , the 
written Word. 

23. Bur I fore-ſce twill be objected, that 
whilſt I chus diſparage Tradition, 1 do vertu- 
ally invalidate the Scripture ir ſelf, which 
comes to usupon its credit. To this I anſwer 
firſt that ſince God has with-drawn immedi- 
ate revelation from the world , Tradition is 
the only means to convey to us the firſt no- 
tice that this Book is the word of God : and 
it being the only means he affords , we have 
all reaſon to depend on his goodneſs , that he 
will not ſuffer that to be evacuated to us: 
and that how liable ſoever Tradition may be 
to err, yet that it ſhall nor actually err in 
this particular. 

24. Bur in the ſecond place ; This Tra- 


dition ſcems not ſo liable to falſihcation re 0- 
thers 
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fidering man ordinarily make any important 
pact or bargain ( tho withoutrelation ro poſte- 
rity ) without putting the Articles in writing ? 
And whence is all this caution but from a uni- 
yerſal conſent that writing is the ſureſt way of 
tranſmitting ? 

26. BuT we have yet a higher appeal in 
this matter then to the ſuffrage of men: God 
himſelf ſeems ro have determin'd it ; And 
what his decifionis, 'tis our next buſincſs to in- 
quire. 

27. AND firſt he has given the moſt real 
and comprehenſive atteſtation to this way of 
writing, by having himſelf choſe ir. For he 
is too Wiſe to be miſtaken in his eſtimate of 
better and worſe , and too kind to chuſe the 
worſt for us: and yet he has choſen to com- 
municate himſelf ro the latter Ages of rhe 
world by writing; and has ſumm'd up all rhe 
Eternal concerns of mankind in the ſacred 
Scriptures, and left thoſe facred Records by 
which we are to be both inform'd and go- 
vern'd; which if oral Tradition would infal- 
libly have don, had bin utterly needleſs: and 
God ſure is not ſo prodigal of his ſpirit, as to 
inſpire the Authors of Scripture to write that , 
whoſe uſe was ſuperſeded by a former more 
certain expedient. 

28. Nay, under the Moſaic economy, 
when he made_uſe of other waies of reyeling 


himſelf, yet to perpetuate the memory w_ 
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had he bin before poſſeſt with the contents 
of it. In like manner we find in Nehemiah, 
that the obſervation of the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles was recover'd by conſulting the Law ; 
the Tradition whereof was wholly worn our; 
or elſe ir had ſure bin impoſlible thatid could 
for ſo long a time have bin intermitted , Neh. 
8. 18. And yet mens memories are common- 
ly more retentive of an external viſible rite, 
then they are of ſpeculative Propoſitions, or 
moral Precepts. 

30; TWE'sE iuſtances ſhew how fallible 
an expedient mere oral Tradition is for tranſ- 
miſſion to poſterity. ' But admit no ſuch in- 
ſtance could be given, 'tis argument enough 
that God has by his own choice of writing, 
viyen the preference to it. Nor has he barel, 
choſen it, but has made it the ſtandard by 
which to meſure all ſucceeding pretences. 
Tis the means he preſcribes for diſtinguiſh- 
ing divine from diabolical Inſpirations : To 
the Law and to theT eſtimony: if they ſpeak not 
according to this Word, there 1s 10 light in them, 
Ifai. 8. 20. And when the Lawier interroga- 
ted our Savior what he ſhould do to inherir 
eternal life, he ſends him not to ranſac Tra- 


dition, or the cabaliſtical divinity of the 


Rabbins, bur refers him to the Law: What zs 

written in the Law? how readeſt thou * Luk. 

109. 26. And indeed , throout the Goſpel, we 

ſtill find him in his diſcourſe appealing ro 
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S Of 


[ra$nuch out in his eſtimate, and ought to have 


recckon'd that as their higheſt privilege. Bur 
Gindeed,, the very nature of the truſt implies 
 (&b< contrary; and beſides, 'tis evident, that 
hes the very crime Chriſt charges upon the 
andJJews in the place above cited. And if the 
baewiſh Church had no ſuch right, upon what 
m&ccount can the Chriſkian claim any? Has 
conf briſt enlarg'd irs Charter? has he left the 
facred Scriptures with her, not to preferve 
$and practice, bat to regulate and reform? to 
fill up its vacancics,, and ſupply its defects b 
her own Traditions ? if ſo, ler the ns 
lon be produc'd; bnt if her office be only 
thar of guardianſhip and truſt, ſhe muſt nei- 
eſther ſubſtrat from, nor by any fuperaddi- 
nitions of her own cyacuate its meaning and 
efficacy: and tro do ſo, would be the ſame 
guilt that ir would be in a perſon intruſted 
with the fundamental Records of a Nation, 
to foiſt in fuch clauſes as himſelf pleaſes. 

33 Ix ſhort, God has in the Scriptures 
laid down exact rules for our belief and pra- 
tice, and has entruſted the Church ro convey 
them to us: if ſhevary, or any way enervate 
them, ſhe is falſe to that truſt , but cannot by 
it oblige us to recede from that rule ſhe ſhould 
deliver, to comply with that ſhe obtrudes up- 
01 us. The caſe may be illuſtrated by an 
eaſy reſemblance, Suppoſe a King have A 
forceign principality for which he compoſes 

X Tz a bo- 
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2 body of Laws; annexes to them rewards 
and penaltics, and requires an exact and in. 
diſpenſable conformity to them. Theſe be. 
ing put in writing , he ſends by a ſele& mef. 
ſenger : now ſuppoſe this mel __ deliver 
them , yet ſaies withall, that himſelf has auto- 
rity from the King to ſuperſede theſe Laws at 
his pleſure ; ſo that their laſt reſort muſtbe to 
his dictats, yet produces no other teſtimon 

but his own bare affirmation. Is it poſſible 
that any men in their wits ſhould be ſo ſty- 
pidl credulous , 25 to incur the penalty of 
thats Laws upon ſo improbable an indemni- 
ty ? And ſure it would be no whit leſs mad- 
neſs in Chriſtians , to violate any precept of 
God , on an ungrounded ſuppoſal of the 
Churches power to diſpenſe with them. 

34. AND if the Church univerſal have not 
this power, nor indeedever claim'd it, it muſt 
be a ſtrange infolence for any particular 
Church to pretend to it, as the Church of 
Rome do's; as if we ſhould owe to her Tra- 
dition all our Scripture, and all our Faith; 
inſomuch that without the ſupplies which ſhe 
affords from the Oracle of her Chair , our Re- 
ligion were imperfe& , and our ſalyation in- 
ſecure. Upon which wild dictates I ſhall rake 
liberty in a diſtin&tSeRion, farther ro anim- 
auvcritr. 


Re. 
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The ſuffrage of the primitrve Chriſtian 
Church,concerning the propriety and fit- 
neſs which the Scripture has towards the 
attainment of its excellent end. 


GAINST what has bin hitherto ſaid 

to the adyantage of the holy Scripture, 
there oppoſes it ſelf (as we have already in- 
timated ) the autority of the Church of Rome 
which allows it to bo only an imperfect rule 
of Faith, ſaying in the fourth Seſſion of the 
Council of Trent, that Chriſtian faith and dif- 
cipline , are containd in the Books written, 
and unwritten Tradition. And in the fourth 
rule of the Index pur forth by command 
of the ſaid Council, the Scripture is declar'd 
to be /o far from uſeful , that its reading 
is permcions if permitted promiſcuouſly im the 
lgar Tongue , and therefore to ba with- 
held: inſomuch that the ſtudy of the holy 
Bible is commonly by perſons of the Roman 
Communion, imputed to Proteſtants as part 
of their hereſy ; they being call'd by them in 
contemt the Evangelical men, and Scriptu- 
rarians. And the Bible in the yulgar Tongue 
of any Nation, is commonly reckon'd among 
prohibited Books, and as ſuch, publicly __— 
when 
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when met with by the Inquifſitors.: and the 
perſon who is found with it, or to read there- 
in, is ſubjectcd to ſevere penalties. 

2. For the vindication of the truth of 
God, and ro put to ſhame thoſe unhappy In- 
novators, who amidſt great pretences to an- 
tiquity, and veneration to the Scriptures , pre- 
varicat from both : I rhink it may not be 
amiſs, to ſhew plainly the mind of the primi- 
tive Church herein; and that in as few words 
as the matter will adm:r. 

3. FrxsT I premiſe that Irenens and Ter- 
tull;zan having todo with Heretics , who boaſt- 
ed themſclyes to be emendators of the Apo- 
ſtles, and wiſer then they ; deſpiſing their au- 
tority , rejecting ſeveral parts of the Scripture, 
and obtruding dther writings in their ſteed, 
have had recourſe unto Tradition , with a 
ſeeming preference of it unto Scripture. 
Their adverſaries having no common prin- 
ciple beſides the owning the name of Chri- 
ſtians; it was impoſſible to convince them, 
but by a recourſe to ſuch a medium which 
they would allow. But theſe Fathers being 
to ſet down and eſtabliſh their Faith, are molt 

expreſs in reſolving it into Scripture: and 
when they recommend Tradition, ever mean 
ſuchas is alſo Apoſtolical. 

4. IRENEUS in the ſecond Book , 47. 
tells us, that the Scriptures are perfett, as ditta- 
ted by the cvord of God and his ſpirit. __ the 

ame 
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ſame Father begins his third Book in this 
manner , The d:ſpoſation of our ſalvation is no 
otherwiſe known by us , then by thoſe by whom 
the Goſpel was brought to us 5 which indeed they 
firſt f uirncres , but afterward deliver'd it to us mn 


l- 8 aur Faith. Nor may we imagin, that they began 
- || 0 preach to others, before they themſelves had 


C 
[ 


perfett knowledg , as ſom are bold to ſay; _ 
ing themſelves to be emendators of the Apoſtles. 
For after our Lords Reſurrettion , they were in- 
dued with the power of the holy Spirit from on 


* | 12h ; and having per feft knowledg, went forth to 


the ends of the earth , preaching the glad tidings 
of /abvation, and celeflia praiſe unto men. Each 
and all of whom had the Goſpelof God. So Saint 
Matthew wrote the Goſpel to the Hebrews, i 
therr tongue. Saint Peter and Samt Paul 
preach'd at Rome, and there founded a Church : 
Mark the Di{ciple and interpreter of Peter , de- 
liver d in writing what he had preachd, and 
Luke the follower of Paul ſet down in his Book 
the Goſpel he had deliver'd. Afterward Saint 
John at Epheſus i Aſia pubizſh'd his Goſpel, 
©c. In his fourth Book, c, 66. he directs all 
the Heretics with whom he deals, to read 4:- 
l:rently the Goſpel deliver'd by the Apoſtles, 
and alſo read diligently the Prophets, aſſuring 
they [hall there find every attion, every dottrim , 
and every ſuffering of our Lord declared by 


them. 


5. THUS 


cripture , to be the foundation and pillar of 
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5. Thus Tertullan in his Book of Pre. 


ſcriptions, c. 6. 1 zs not lawful for us to intro. 


duce any thing of our own will , nor make a 
choice upon our arbitrement. We have the Apy. 
ſtles of our Lord for our Authors, who themſetve; 
took up nothing on their own will or choice ; but 
faithfully imparted to the Nations the diſcipline 
which they had receiv'd from Chriſt. So that if 
an Angel from heaven ſhould teach another a6 
ftrin , he were to be accurſl. And. c. 25. *Ty 
madneſs, ſaies he of the Heretics , when they 
confeſs that the Apoſtles were ignorant of m- 
thing , ner taught things different ; to think that 
they did not revele all things to all: which he 
enforces in the following chapter. In his 
Book againſt Hermogenes, c. 23. hediſcourſes 
thus ; / adore the plenitude of the Scripture, 
which diſcovers to me the Creator, and what was 
created. Alſo in the Goſpel I find the Word was 
the Arbiter and Agent in the Creation. T hat all 
things were made of preexiſtent matter I never 
read. Let Hermogenes, and his journy-men 
ſhew that it ts written. If it be not written , bet 
him fear the woe,cohich belongs tothem thad add 
or detratf?. Andin the 39. «4 of his Preſcript. 
We feed our faith, raiſe our hope, and eſtabliſs 
our reliance with the ſacred Words. 

6. In like manner Hippolytas in the Ho- 
mily againſt Noerus declares, that we acknow 
ledg only from Scripture that" there is one Gud: 
And whereas ſecular Philoſophy us not tobe = 


— 
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but from the reading of the dottrin of the Philo- 
/aphers 3 ſa whoſoever of us will preſerve piety 
trwards God, he cannot otherwiſe learn it then 
from the holy Scripture. Accordingly Origen 
in the fifth Homily on Leviticus, ſaies, in 
the Scripture every word appertaining to God, 1s 
to be ſought and diſcuſt ; and the knowledg of all 
things 15 to berecerv'd. 

7. WHAT Saint Cyprian's opinion was in 
this point, we learn at large from his Epiſtle 
to Pompey. For when Tradition was obje&- 
ed to him, he anſwers; Whence ts this T rad:- 
tion? us it from the autority of our Lord and 
bis Goſpel; or comes it from the commands 
of the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles? Almighty 
God declares that what is written ſhould be 


Wober'd and praftic'd. The Book of the Law, 
BK /azes he in Joſhua, /hall not depart from thy 


mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate m 1t day and 
night , that you may obſerve and keep all that is 
written therein. $0 our Lord ſending his Apo- 
ſtles, commands them to baptize all Nations, 
and teach them to obſerve all things that he had 
commanded. Again, what obſtinacy and pre- 
ſumtion 1s it to prefer human Tradition to at- 
vine Command : not conſidering that Gods wrath 
is kindled as often as his Precepts are difſolv'd 
and negletted by reaſon of human Traditions. 
Thus God warns and ſpeaks by Haiah : T his peo- 
ple honors me with their lips , but ther heart is 
far from me; but in vain do they worſhip me , 

Y teaching 
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teaching for dotirins the commandments of men. 
Alſo the Lord im the Goſpel checks and reproves, co! 
ſaying ; you rejett the Law of God , that you may fbe 
eſtabliſh your Tradition. Of which Precept the fro 
Apoſtle Sqint Paul being mindful, admoniſhes [tt 
and inſtrutts , ſaying ; If any man teaches other. jr? 
wiſe, and hearkens not to ſound dottrin , and the IN Or 
words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he us proud know Ba 
ing nothing : From ſuch we muſt depart. And N64: 
again he adds, There is a compendious way fer © ht 
religious and ſincere minds , both to depoſit their Nt 
errors, and find out the truth. Fir if we return | 401 
to the ſource and origimal of drvine Tradition, | 
human error will ceaſe , and the ground of hea- Þ ſec 
venly Myſteries being ſeen, whatſoever was hid Nt} 
with clouds and darkneſs, will be manifeſt by 11 
the hight of truth. If a pipe that brought plen- It 
riful ſupplies of water , failon the ſuddamn , domt Nh 
men look to the fountain, and thence learn the be 
cauſe of the defef? , whether the ſpring it ſelf be I © 
dry; or if running freely, the water 1s jtopt in | 
its paſſage ; that if by interrupted or broken I 4 
converances, it was hinared to paſs, they being 
repair'd, it may again be brought to the City,uith | " 
the ſame plenty as it flows from the ſpring? And, 9 
this Gods Prieſts ought to do at this time , obeyin | # 
the commands of God , that if truth have fvervd Nh A 
or faid m any particular , we go backwardti C 
the ſource of the Evangelical and Apoſtolical Nj 
Tradition , and there found our attings ; from N ” 
whence their order and origation began. C 
8. It 
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” 8. IT is true Bellarmine reproches this dil- 
s, courſe as erroneous ; but whatever it might 
2y be in the inference which Saint Cyprian drew 
be from it, in it ſelfir was notſo. For Saint Au- 
er ff fin, rho ſufficiently engag'd againſt Saint Cy- 
prian's concluſion, allows the poſition as moſt 
Orthodox; ſaying, in the Lurch Book of 
Baptiſm, c. 35. Whereas he admoniſhes to go 
back to the fountain, that i, the Tradition of 
the Apoſtles, and thence bring the ſtream down 
to our times; 'tus moſt excellent, aud without 
doubt to be don. 

9g. Thus Euſebius expreſles himſelf in his 
ſecond Book againſt Sabellins. As it 1s a point 
of ſloth , not to ſeek into thoſe things, whereof one 
may enquire; ſo "tis mſolence to be inquiſittve 
In others. But what are thoſe things which we 
ought to enquire anto? Even thoſe which areto 
be found in the Scriptures: thoſe things which 
are not there to be found, let 1s not ſeek after. 
For if they ought to be known, the holy Ghoſt had 
ut omitted them in the Scripture. 

10. ATHANASIUS in his Tract of the Incar- 
nation, ſaies, 1t zs fit for usto adhere tothe word 
of God, and not relnquiſhit , thinking by /yl- 
logifms to evade , what ts there clearly deliver'd. 
Again in his Tra& to Serap. of the holy 
Ghoſt; Ask not, ſates he, concerning theTri- 
nity, but learn only from the Scriptures. For the 
inſtruftions which you will find there , are ſuffi- 
cient. Ang in his Oration againſt the Gen- 
© 3s tiles, 
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tiles, declares, T hat the Scriptures are ſuffi. lr? 
cient to the manifeſtation of the truth. lroe 
11. AGREEABLE to theſe is Optatus in his 
5. Book againſt Parmen. who reafons thus, tbe 
Tou ſay 'tis lawful to rebaptize, we fſay'tiemtÞ 1 
lawful: betwixt your ſaying and our gain-ſay- 
ing the peoples minds are amus'd. Let nomay 
beheve either you or us. All men are apt tobe 
contentions. Therefore Fudges are to becalld 
in. Chriſtians they cannot be ; for they will be 
parties ; and thereby partial. T herefore a ud 
ts to be lookt out from abroad. If a Pagan, F 
knows not the myſteries of our Religion. If a 
Few, he ts an enemy ta our baptiſm. Theres 
therefore no earthly Fudg 5 but one 15 to be ſought 
from heaven. Tet there us no need of a reſort t 
heaven, when we have im the Goſpet a Tefla- 
ment : and in this caſe, celeſtial things may be 
compar'd to earthly. So it us as with a Father 
who has many children ; <hile he 1s preſent he 
orders them all, and there ts no need of a written 
Will: Accordingly Chriſt when he <was preſent 
upon earth, from time to time commanded the | « 
Apoſtles whatſcever was neceſſary. But as the NE 
earthly father finding himſe!f to be at the point tl 
of death, and fearing that after his departure 0 
hu children ſhould quarrel among themſelves, be £'* 
calls witreſſes , and puts his mind in <riting; and 
if any difference ariſe among the brethren, they | © 
g9 not to their Fathers Sepulcher , but repair ti 
ms Will and Teftament ; and he who reſts inhis 
g& ave, 
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rave , ſpeaks ſtill in his — , as if hewere a- 
lroe. Our Lord who left his Will among 1s,is now 
im heaven, therefore let us ſeek his commands in 
the Goſpel, as in his W1ll. 

12. Thus CGyri of Teruf. Cat. 4. Nothing, 
1 not the leaſt concernment of the divine and 
boly Sacraments of our Faith , is tobe detiver'd 
without the holy Scripture : beheve not me un- 
leſs I grve you a demonſtration of what I ſay 
rom the Scripture. 

13. Sa1nT Baſi in his Book of the true 
Faith ſaies, If God be faithful in all his ſayings, 
his words, and works, theyremainine for ever , 
and being don in truth and equity; it muſt be 
an evident ſign of infidelity and pride, if any one 
(ball rejeft what is written , and mtroduce what 
is not written. In which Books he generally 
declares that he will write nothing but what 
he receives from the holy Scriprure: and that 
he abhors from taking it elſewhere. In his 29. 
Homily againſt the Antitrinit. Be/zeve, ſaies 
he, thoſe which are written; ſeek not thoſe 
which are not written. And in his Eth. reg. 26. 
Every «word and attion cught to be confirm d by 
the teſtimony of the druineiy inſpir'd Scriptures 
to the eſtabliſhment of the Faith of the good, and 
reproof of the wicked. 

14. Sa1xnT Ambroſe in the firſt Book of his 
Offic. ſaies : How can we make uſe of any thing 
which is not to be found in Scripture? And in 
his Inſtit. of Virgins. [read hezs the firſt', but 
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read not he « the ſecond ; let them who [ayhe; 
ſecond, ſhew it from the reading. 
15. Gxts. Nyſen in his Dial. of the foul 
and reſurrect. ſaies. 'T is undeniable, that truth 
ts there only to be plac'd , where there ts the ſe, 
of ScriptureT eſtimony. 
16. SainT Yerom againſt Heluidins de.Shir 
clares. As we deny not that which us written, ſil 
we refuſe thoſe which are not written. Andin 
his Comment on the 98. Pſ. Every thing thathu; 
we aſſert , we muſt ſhew from the holy Scriptureſhry 
The word of him that ſpeaks has not that auts-ſe) 
rity as Gods precept. And on the 87. Pſ. What-Wira 
ever uu ſaid after the Apoſtles , let it be cut off Wu 
nor have afterwards autority. T he one be boy 1 
after the Apoſtles , the one be eloquent ; yet hu Wal 
be not autority. f 
17. SA1nT Auſtin in his Tract of the uni- We/ 
ty of the Church, c. 12. acknowledges that Yn 
he could not be convinc'd but by the Scriptures (Ch 
of what he was to believe 5 and adds they are Way 
read with ſuch manifeſtation , that he <who be- 
lzeves them, muſt confeſs the dof#rin to be miſt Yon 
true. In the ſecond Book of Chriſtian do- Wai: 
ctrin, c.g. heſaies, that zz 7he plain places of fn: 
Scripture are found all thoſe things that concers 
Faith and Manners. And in Epiſt. 42. Al 
things which have bin exhibited enag as 
don to mankind, and «what we now ſee and deh- 
ver to our poſterity, the Scripture has not paſt 
them in ſilence, ſo far forth as they A / 
tht 


cr. VI. Suffrage of the Church. 175 


ie ſearch or defence of our Religion. In his 
 Fract of the good of Widowhood, he faies to 
oulſÞu/;2sz , the perſon to whom he addrefles : 
uhVbat [hall I teach you more then that we read in 
eas Apoſtle: for the holy Scripture ſettles the 

ue of our dotirin ; that we think not any thing 
le-Fhore then wwe ought to think; but to think [0- 
/oferly , as God has dealt to every man the meſure 
in Faith. Therefore my bs is only to ex- 
at Fund the words of thu Dofor , Ep.157. Where 
ery /ubject is obſcure, and paſſes our compre- 
0-Wer/i2n, and the Scripture do's not plainly af- 
nd its help, thcre human conjetture «© preſun- 
uns in defining, 

18. THEOPHILUS of Alex. inhis ſecond 
aſchal homily , tells us, that '##s the ſuggeſtion 
f 2 diabolical ſpirit to think that any thin 
- Weſides the Scripture has drume autority. An 
! Fn his third he adds, that the Doffors of rhe 
r Church having the T eſtimony of the Scripture, 
* Way firm foundation of their dotirin. 

- 19. ChrysosTOM in his third Homily 
' Won the firſt of the T hefſal. aſſerts , that from the 
lone reading or hearing of the Scripture one 
may learn all things neceſſary. So Hom. 34. on 
BAG. 15. he declares. A heathen comes and 
Baies: 1 would willmgly be a Chriſtian , but I 
now not <who to join my ſelf to; for there are 
many contentions among you , many ſeditions and 

tumults ; ſo that I am in doubt what opinion I 


bould chuſe. Each man ſaies , what y ſay ts 
rue, 
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WE 
true, and I know not whom to believe; eat 
pretends to Scripture which I am ignorant of 
'T 1s very well the iſſue 15 put here: for if the aj pF 
ealwere toreaſon , in this caſe there would | P 
uſt occaſion of being troubled : but when we ap. F; 
peal to Scripture, and they are ſimple and cer ... 
rain, you may eaſily your ſelf judg. He thatf ,, 
agrees with the Scripture us a Chriſtian, be that lie 
re(iſts them, ts far out of the way. And on Pſ.gx. 
If any thing be ſaid without the Scripture, the o1 
mind halts Ta different opinions ; ſomtimes 
inclining as to what 1s probable , anon rejeting |, 
as what 1s frivolous : but when the teſt: 
boly Scripture ts produc d,the mind both of ſpeaker 
and hearer is confirmd. And Hom. 4. on Lu- 
zar. T ho one ſhould riſe from the dead, or at 
Angel come down from heaven, we muſt beheve 
the Scripture ; they being fram'd by the Lord of 
Angels, and the quick and dead. And Hom. 13. 
2 Cor. 7. It ts not an abſurd thing that when 
we deal with men about mony , we wit truſt uf c. 
body , but caſt up the ſium, and make uſe of on .1 
counters ; but m religious affairs, ſuffer ur ,1 
ſelves to be led aſide by other mens opinions , even 
then when we have by an exatt ſtale and touch: 
ſtone, the diftat of the divine Law. Therefar i 
I pray and exhort you, that giving no heed , 
what this or that man ſaies, you would conſult i , 
the holy Scripture, and thence learn the drone |, 
riches, and purſue what you have learnt. Aud ll \ 
Hom. 58. on Jo. 10. 1. 'T :s the mark of a thi 
that 
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that he comes not in by the dore, but another 
Y way : now by the dore the teſtimony of the Scri- 
pture ts ſignified. And Hom: on Gal. 1. The 
Apoſtle ſares not , if any man teach a contr 
'l boctrin let himbe accursd, or if he ſubvert che 
TY whole Goſpel; but if he teach any thing beſide 
"Nl the Or which you have recetVd, or vary any 
little thing, tet him be accursd. 

20, CYRIL of Alex, agaihſt Ful.l. 7. ſaics, 
The holy Scripture is ſufficient to make them who 
are inſtrutted init , wiſe unto ſalvation, and en- 
dued with moſt ample knowledp. | 

21. THEODORET Dial. 1. 1 amperſwaded 
"I only by the holy Scripture. And Dial. z. 1 am 
" n2t /0 bold to affirm any thing , not ſpoken of in 
the Scripture. And again, qu. 45. upon Gene/. 
We ought not toenquire after what is paſt over 
1 ſalence, but acquieſte inwhat 15 written. 

"| 22. IT were eaſy to enlarge this diſcourſe 
"FE into a Volume; buthaving taken, as they of- 
fer'd themſelves,the ſuftrages of the writers of 
| 


the four firſt Centuries, I ſhall not proceed to 
thoſe that follow. If the holy Scripture were 
a perfe&t rule of Faith and Manners to all 
Chriſtians hererofore,, we may reaſonably aſ- 
ſureour ſelyes itis ſo ſtill; and will now guide 
us into all neceſſary truth, and conſequently 
make us wiſe unto ſalyation, withour the aid of 
bral Tradition, or the new mintage of a li- 
ving infallible Judg of controverſy: And the 

{. imnpar- 
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impartial Reader will be enabled to j 
whether our appeal to the holy Scripture, in 
all occaſions of onpovarhy , and recommen- 
dation of it to the ſtudy of wages Chriſtian, be 
that hereſy and innovation which it is ſaid 
to be. | 

23. IT is, we know, ſeverely imputed to 
the Scribes and Phariſees by our Savior, that 
they took from the people the key of knowledy, 


— 


Luk. tt. 52. and had made the word of God if 


none effett by their Traditions , Matt. x5. 6. but 
they never attemted what has bin fince | wa 
&iced by their Sacceſlors in the Weſtern 
Church, to take away the-Ark of the Teſta- 
ment it ſelf, and cut of not only the effica- 
cy, but very poſſeſſion of the word of God 
by their Traditions. Surely this had bin ex- 
cceding criminal from any hand : but that 
the Biſhops and Governors of the Church, 
and the univerſal and infallible Paſtor of it, 
who claim the office to interpret the Scri- 
_ , exhort unto, and affiſt in the know- 
edg of them, ſhould be the men who thus 
rob the people of them; carrics with it the 
higheſt 7 0 ugg both of cruelty and 
breach of truſt. If any man ſhall take away 
from the words of the Book of this prophery, 
ſaies Saint Fob, Revel. 22. 19. God ſhall take 
away his part out of the Book of Life, and 
out of the holy City, and from the jars 
| W 
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which are written in this Book. What ven- 
geance therefore awaits thoſe , who have ta- 
ken away not only from one Book, bur at 
once the Books themſelyes, even all the Scri- 
ptures, the whole word of God ? 


" 
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Hiſtorical reflections upon the events which 
have happend in the Church ſince the 
with-drawing of the holy Scripture. 
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*T. W1LL in this place be no ufeleſs con- 
remplation ro obſerve, after the Scri-fſ th 
ptures had bin raviſht from the people in theſſ w 
Church of Rome , what pitiful pretendersf] ar 
were admitted to ſucceed. And firſt becauſe ar 
Lay-men were prcſum'd to be illiterate, and it 
eaſily ſeducible by thoſe writings which were] A 
in themſelyes difhcult , and would be wreſtedſj th 
by the untearned to their own deſtruftion; pi-I| to 
ctures were recommended in their ſtecd, and 
complemented as the Books of the Laity, | w 
which ſoon emprov'd into a neceſſity of their | V 
worſhip , and that groſs ſuperſtition which || tl 
renders Chriſtianity abominated by Turks, | W 
and Jews, and bens Ak unto this day. at 
2. I would not be haſty in charging. Idola- I p! 
try upon the Church of Rozze , or all inher P 
communion ; bur that cheir Image-worſhip is I ic 
a molt fatal ſnare , in which vaſt numbers of I h: 
unhappy ſouls are taken, no man can doubt fi 
who hath with any regard trayail'd in Popilh I n 
Countries. I my ſelf, and thouſands of 0 Cc 
whom 


Fecr.V II. Events of with-drawing H.Scrip. x81 


whom the lare' troubles, or other occaſions 
ſent abroad, are and have bin witneſſes there- 
of. Charity , *tis true, believes all things, bur ir 
do's not oblige met\-to disbelieve their cies. 
Twas the out-cry of Micah againſt the: Da- 
nites, Jud. 18. 24: ye have taken away my Gods 
which I have made , and the Prieft , and are 
away , and what have 1 more! bur the Lairy of 
the Roman communion may enlarge the 
complaint , and-ſay; you have taken away 
the oracles of our God, and: ſet up every 
where among us'graven and molten Images, 
and Teraphims,- and what have we more ? 
and*twas lately 'the loud, and I doubt me is 
ſtill, the vhanditerible complaint of the poor 
Americans, thavthey were deni'd to worthip 
their Pagod once in'the year; when they who 
torbad them, wockkip!debetcs every day. 

3. Tix" felvs! before the captivity, not- 
withſtanding -the: recent i memory of the 
Miracles in Egypt and the Wilderneſs, and: 
the firft Pon of the Land of Canaan 
with thoſe thar ſucceeded under the Judges 
and kings of Iſrael and Fada; as alſo therex- 
preſs command of God., and the menaces-of 
Prophets,” ever and anon fell to\ downright 
idolatry : bur after their return unto this.day., 
have kept themſelyes from falling into that 
fin, tho they had no Prophets to inftrutt them, 
no miracles or government to: encourage, or 


conſtrain them. The reaſon of which a very 
| | learned 
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learned man in his diſcourſe of religious Af. 


ſemblies takes to be, the reading and teach- 
ing of the Law.in their Synagogues ; which 
was perform'd with great exacneſs after the 


return from the captivity , but was not ſoper-. 


form'd before. And may we nor inyert the 
obſervation, and impute the Image-worſhip 
now ſetup inthe Chriſtian Church , to the for- 
bidding the reading of the Scriptures in the 
Church 
inſtitution in them ? | | 

4- Fox a farther ſupplement in place of 
the Scriptures, whoſe Hiſtory was thought not 
edifying enough ,, the Legends of the Saints 
were introduc'd;; ſtories ſo-ſtupid , that one 
would imagin them defign'd as an a—_ 
ment how far credulity could be impos'd up- 
on; or elſe fram'd to a worle intent, that 
Chriſtianity by chem might--be made ridicu- 
lous. Yet theſe are recommended. to uſe and 
veneration, while in the mean time the word 
of God is utterly forbidden , whereby the par- 
ties to this unhappy practice ( that I may 
ſpeak in the words of the Prophet Jerem.2.13; 
have committed two evils , they have forſaken t 
fountam of living waters , aud: hewed themout 
ciſlerns, broken ciſterns that can hojd no we- 
fer. | | 

5. FaxTHER yet, the ſame unreaſonable 
” which permitted not the Laity to ut- 

erſtand Almighty God ſpeaking to them " 


es, andinterdicting the privatuſe, and 
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the Scripture ; hinder'd them from being fſuf- 
fer'd ro underſtand the Church or hemitives 
ſpeaking ro him in their praiers; whilſt the 
rhole Ronan office is ſo diſpos'd , that in 
defiance of the Apoſtles diſcourſe, x Cor. 14. 
be that occupies the room of the unlearned mu 
oy amen , to thoſe praiers and praiſes which he 
has no comprehenſion of : and by his endleſs 
repetitions of Paters, Ave's and Credo's, falls 
inro that batrology reprov'd by our Savior, 
Mat.s. 7. and as twas ſaid to the woman of 
Samaria , Jo. 4. 22. knows not what be wor ſhips. 
Yet this unaccountable practice is fo much 
the darling of that Church , that when in 
France about _ years ſince, theRoman 
Miſſal was tranſlated into the yulgar Tongue , 
and publiſh'd by the direction of rate of 
their Biſhops ; the Cletgy of France roſe up in 
ercat fury againft rhe attemt , anathemati- 
zing in their circular Epiſtles, a// that ſold, 
read, or usd the ſaid Book: and upon com- 
plainr unto Pope Mex. the 7. he cnforend rhe 
matter ſo deeply, as to iſſue our his Bull a- 
rainſt it in thiets owing words. 

6. WHERBZAS ſons 4 perdition, endevoring the 
deſtruttton of ſouls, have tranſlated the Roman 
Mifſal into the French T ongue , and ſo attemted 
to throw down and trample upon the majeſty of 
the holy Rites comprehended im Latin words : 
As we abominate and deteſt the novelty , which 
will deform the beauty of the Church, and produce 
diſobe- 
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diſobedience, temerity ; boldneſs , ſedition au 
ſethiſm ; ſo we condemn , reprobate and forbid, tl 
ſaid and allother ſuchTranſlations ; and inter 
diff the reading, and keeping, to all and. ſingul, 
the faithful, of whatever ſex, degree; order ; 
ditton ; dignity , honor , or preemmence , &Cc. uy. 
der pain of excommunication. And we comma 
the copies tobe immeadiatly burnt, &c. So mor- 
ral a ſin it ſeems *rwas tought for the Laj 7 
ro underſtand the praiers in which they mi 
communicate. 

7. Nor isthisall; agreeable to the oth 
attemts upon the holy Scripture , was the bold 
inſolence of making a new authentic Text, in 
that unknown Tongue in which the offices of 
praier had bin, _ were to be kept diſguisd; 
which was don by the decree of the Council 
of Trent in the fourth Seſſion. But when theſſÞ , 
Council had given this Prerogative to the {| 
Verſion which it call'd yulgar, the ſucceeding p 
Popes began to conſider what that Verſion| «, 
was ; and this work Pzus the fourth and fifth yi 
ſet upon, but prevented by death fail'd tw} 5, 
complete it, ſo that the honor of the perior-Þſ ;j 
mance fell to S$:xtus the fifth , who inthe ple-} ,, 
nitude of his Apoſtolic power (the Tranſlation NI q 
being reform'd to his mind) commandeditto I , 
be that genuine ancient Edition , which'the Þ , 
Trent Fathers had before made authentic,'and I i; 
under the pain of excommunication requird }} x; 
it to be ſo received. which he do's _ this 
orm. 
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form. Of our certain knowledg , and the plent- 
"Fl tude of Apoſtolic power , we order and declare 
"ll 12: vulgar Edition which has bm recetv'd for 
© authentic by the Council of Trent,ts without doubt 
xd Ui dot < to be eſteem'd this very one, which 
Y 02:17 amended as well as it 15 poſſible, and printed 
"Y 2! theVatican Preſs, we publiſh to be read mn 
"Nl /; z2bole Chriſtian Republic, and in all Churches 
' if the Chriſtian world. Decreeing that it having 
bin approv'd by the canſent of the holy untver ſal 
Church, and the holy Fathers,and then by the De- 
cree of the general Council of Trent , and now by 
the Apoſtolic authority delrver'd to us by the 
Lord ; us the true, legitimate, authentic , and 
undoubted , which is to be recerved and beld in all 
public and privat Diſputations, Leftnres , Pre- 
"© achings , and Expoſitions, &c. Bur notwithſtan- 
ding this certain knowledy, and plenitude of 
[| Apoſtolic power , ſoon after came Clement 
"I cheeighth, and again reſumes the work of his 
| 
| 


Predeceſſor S:xtus, diſcovers great and many 
errors in it, and puts out one more reform'd, 
yet confeſt by himſelf ro be imperfect ; which 
now ſtands tor the authentic Text , and car- 
ries the title of the Bible put forth by Szxtas, 
notwithſtanding all irs alterations. So well 
do's the Roman Church deſerve the honor 
which ſhe pretends to, of being the miſtreſs of 
all Churches ; and ſo infallible is the holy Chair 
in its determinations : and laſtly , ſo aurhen- 
tic a Tranſcript of the word of God ( con- 
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cerning which 'tis ſaid, T- 5. 18. one jut 
one title ſhall not fail ) is that which ſhe ef 
bliſht, and that has receiv'd ſo many , andye 
according to the confeſſion of the infalli 
CorreQor, wants ſtill more alterations. 
8. DErEnNDENT upon this, and as preg 
a miſchief as any of the former, conſequeniWe! 
to the with-drawing of the Scripture, I rake 
to be the ſtep it made to the overthrow ofthe 
ancient and moſt uſeful diſciplin of the 
Church in point of Penance, whoſe rigen 
alwaies heretofore preceded the poſſibility o 
having abſolution. Now of this we know 
ſolemn part was the ſtate of Audience, when 
the lapft erſon was receiv'd after long atten- 
dance 47 wb dores, proſtrations , and lamen-}'" 
tations there, within the entrance of the 
Church; and was permitted with the Oate- ſth 
chumens or Candidars of Baptiſm , to heath 
the readings of the Scripture, and ſtay till 
Praier began, but then 7 55965 He was ob-Y 0! 
lig'd to hear the terrors of the Lord, the th 
threats of the divine Law againſt ſin and fin: Y® 
ners, to ſtand among the unbaptiz'd and he- NP! 
then multitude, and learn again the e&- I ® 
ments of that holy Faith from which he had NY ® 
prevaricated; and ſo in time be renderd BP 
capable of the deyotions of the faithful, and NY" 
afterward the reception of the Euchariſt. h 
Burt when the Scriptures were thought uſelels F 
or dangerous to be underſtood and heard, it | © 
was 


oeflvas conſequent that the ſtate of Audience 
Fhould be cur off from Penance, and that the 
lyalMcxt ro it, upon the ſelf-ſame principle ſhould 
beSc diſmiſt: and ſo the long probation for- 
erly requir'd ſhould be ſupplanted; and the 
aFKompendious way of "_— firſt, and re- 
Wenting afterwards, the endleſs circle of ſin- 
and on abſoly'd, and then finning 
being abſolv'd again, ſhould preyail upon 
e Church. Which {till obtains , HERE" Sg 
ling the complaints, and irrefragable demon- 
rations of learned men eyen of the Romiſh 
ommunion, who plainly ſhew this now re- 
eiv'd method, to be an innovation ground- 
leſs arid unreaſonable, and moſt pernicious 
in its conſequents. 

9. AND, by the way, we may take notice 
that there cannot be a plainer evidence of 
the judgment of rhe Church, concerning the 
neceſſity of the Scriptures being known, not 
only by the learned but mean Chriſtian, and 
the intereſt rhey. haye therein; then is the 
ancient courſe of Penance, eſtabliſht by the 
practice of all the firſt Ages, and almoſt 
Has many Councils, whether general or local, 
Has have decreed any thing concerning diſci- 

plin; with the penitentiary Books and Ca- 

nons, which were written for the firſt eleven 
hundred years in the whole Chriſtian world. 

For if even the unbapriz'd Catechumen, and 

the lapſt ſinner, notwithſtanding their ſlen- 
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upon it. As thatit was a No/e of wax, a leaden 
rule, a deaf and uſeleſs deputy to God inthe of- 
fice of a Fudg 3 of leſ3 autority then the Roman 
Church , and of no more credit then Eſops Fables, 
but for the teſtimony of the ſaid Church; that 
they contain things apt to raiſe laughter or in- 
dignation, that the Latin Tranſlation in the 
ComplutenſianBible is placed between theHebrew 
Text, and the Septuagint Verſion, as our Savior 
was at hu Crucifixion between two thieves 5 
and that the vulgar Edition ts of ſuch autority 
that the Originals ought to be mended by it , ra- 
ther then it ſhould be mended from them : which 
are the complements of Cardinal Be/larmin, 
Hoſtus , Eckius , Perron , Ximenes , Coquens ,and 
others of that Communion: words to be 
anſwer'd by a Thunderbolt, and fitter for the 
mouth of a Cel/zcs or a Porphyrie, then of the 
pious fons, and zealous Champions of the 
Church of Chriſt. 

12. *T'1s tobe expected that the Romaniſts 
ſhould now wipe their mouths, arid plead not 
ouilty; telling us that they permit the Scri- 
pture to the Laity in their mother Tongue: 
And to that purpoſe the Fathers of Rhemes 
and Doway have publiſht an Engliſh Bible for 
thoſe of their communion. I ſhall therefore 
give a ſhort and plain account of the whole 
affair, as really it ſtands, and then on Gods 
name let the Romaniſt make the beſt of 


their Apology. Ke 
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eaſy ro gueſs what thin numbers of the Laity 
are likely, or indeed capable of reaping be- 
nefit by this Indulgence pretended to be al- 
lowed them. 

14. Bur, beſides all this, what ſhall we ſay, 
it the power it ſelf of giving Licences be a 
mere ſhew, and really ſignifies juſt nothing ? 
In the obſervation ſubjoin'd to this fourth 
rule it isdeclar'd, that the a rv Edi- 
tion thereof grues no new faculty to Biſhops , or 
Inquiſitor s, or Superzors of regulars to grant [i- 
cences of buying , reading , or retaining Bibles 
publiſht in a vulgar T ongue ; ſince hitherto by 
the command and prattice of the haly Ramau 
and univerſal Inquiſition, the power of grumg 
ſuch faculties, toreador retainwulgar bibles , 
or any parts of Scripture of the Old or New T e- 
ftament , in any vulgar T ongue ; or alſo ſumma- 
ries, or hiſtorical compenaiums of the ſaid Bibles 
or Books of Scripture, in whatſoever T ongue 
th:y are written, has bin taken away. And ſure 
if a Lay-man cannot read the Bible withour 
a faculty, and it is not in any ones power to 
grant it; *twill evidently follow that he can- 
not read it: And ſo the pretence of giving 
liberty, owns the ſhame of openly refuſing ir, 
but has no other effe&t or conſequence. And 
if any Romaniſt among us, or in any other 
Proteſtant Country enjoies any liberry here- 
in, 'tis merely by connivance, and owed toa 


fear leaſt the Votary would be loſt, and ay 
the 
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Neceſſary cautions to beus'd in the reading 
of the holy Scriptures. 


T is a common obſervation: that the moſt 

generous and fſprightly Medicins are the 
moſt unſafe; if not applid with due care and 
regimen: And the remark holds as well in 
ſpiritual as corporal remedies. The Apoſtle 
aſſerts it upon his own experience, that the 
doctrin of the Goſpel, which was to ſom zhe 
ſavor of life unto life , was toothers the ſavor of 
death, 2 Cor. 2.15. And the ſame effe& that 
the oral Word had then, the written Word 
may have now ; not that either the one or 
the other have any thing in them that is of ir 
ſelf mortiferous , but becomes ſo by the ill diſ- 
poſition of the perſons who ſo perverrtir. Itis 
therefore well worth our inquiry , what quali- 
fications on our part are neceſſary to make 
the Word be tous what it is in it ſelf, the powwer 
of God unto ſatuation, Rom. 1. 16. Of theſe 
ſom are previous before our reading, ſom are 
concomitant with it, and ſom are ſubſequent 
and follow after it. 

2. Or thoſe that go before , ſincerity is a 


moſt eſſential requiſit + by ſincerity , 1 mean 
B b an 
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holy Scriptures were deſign'd ; v2z. the knoy: 
ing Gods will in order to the practicing it, 
This honeſt ſimplicity of heart is that which 
Chriſt repreſents by the good ground, where a- 
lone it was that the ſeed could fructify , Mar. 
13. 8. And he that brings not this with him, 
brings only the ſhadow of a Diſciple. The 
word of God, is indeed, ſharper then a two-edged 
ſword, Heb. 4. 12. but what impreſſion can a 
ſword make on a body of air; which {till flips 
from , andeludes its thruſts ? And as little can 
all the practical diſcourſes of holy Writ 
make on him, who brings only his ſpeculative 
faculties with him, and leaves his will and at- 
tetions behind him ; which are the only pro- 
per ſubjects for it to work on. 

3. To this we may probably impute that 
ſtrange ineffticaciouſneſs we ſee of the Word, 
Alas, men rarely apply it to the right place: 
our moſt invetcrat : Ae lie in our morals; 
and we ſufter the Medicin to reach no farther 
then our intelle&s. Asifhe that had anulcer 
in his bowels ſhould apply all his balſoms and 
fanatives only to his head. 'Tis true , the holy 
Scriptures are the treſuries of divine Wiſdom; 
the Oracles to which we ſhould reſort for ſa- 
ving knowledg : but they are alſo rhe rule 
and guide of holy Life: and he that covyetsto 


Know Gods will for any purpoſe but to pre 
Ctice 


EE. 


an upright intention, by which we direct our 
reading to that proper end for which the 


Sect. VIII. Cautions inreading Holy Scrtp. 195 


Rice it, is only ſtudious to entitle himſelf to the 
oreater number of a 96 Luk. 12. 47. 
4- Nay farther, he that afte&s only the 
bare knowledg , is oft diſappointed even of 
that. The Scripture, like rhe Pillar of fire 
and cloud, enlightens the Iſraelites, thoſe who 
lincerely reſign themſelyes to its guidance 
but it darkens and confounds the Egyptians, 
Ex. 14. 20. And 'tis frequently feen , thar 
thoſe who read only to become knowing, are 
roll'd on by their curioſity into the more ab- 
ſtruſe and myſterious parts of Scripture, where 
they entangle themſelves in inextricable ma- 
zes and confuſions ; and inſtead of acquiring 
a more ſuperlative knowledg , looſe thoſe caſy 
and common notions which lie obvious to 
every plain well meaning Reader. I fear this 
Age affords too many , and too frequent in- 
ſtances of this; in men who have loſt Godin 
the midſt of his Word, and ſtudied Scripture 
till they have renounc'd its Author. 

5. AND ſure this infatuation is very juſt, 
and no more then God himſelf has warn'd us 
of, who takes the wiſe mtherr own craftineſs, 
7ob. 5. 12. but appropriates his /ecrets only to 
them that fear him, and has promis'd to teach 
the meek his way, Pſal.'25. 9.14. And this was 
the method Chriſt obſery'd in his preaching ; 
unveiling thoſe truths to his Diſciples, which 
to the Scribes and Phariſees, his inquiſitive, 


yet refractory hearers, he wrapt upin parables: 
b 2 NOT 
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not that he diſlik'd their deſire of knowledg, 
but their want of ſincerity : which is ſo fatal 
a defect as blaſts our purſuits, tho of things in 
themſelves never ſo excellent. This we find 
exemplifi'd in Simon Magus, Acts 8. whotho 
he coveted athing in it ſelf very deſirable, the 
power of conferring the holy Ghoſt, yer de- 
ſiring it not only upon undue conditions, bur 
for ſiniſter ends, he not only miſt of that, bur 
was ( after all his convincement by the Apo- 
{tles miracles, and rhe engagement of his Ba- 
ptiſm) immerſt zz the gall of bitterneſs ; and 
at laſt adyanc'd to that height of blaſphemy, 
as to ſet up himſelf for a God; ſo becoming 
a laſting memento, how unſate it is to preyari- 
cate ht Not things. 

6. Bur as there is a ſincerity of the Will 
in order to practice, fo rhere is alſo a ſinceri- 
ty of the underſtanding in order to belief; 
and this is alſo no leſs requiſit to the profitable 
reading of Scripture. I mcanby this, thatwe 
come with a preparation of mind, to embrace 
indifterently, whatever God there reyeles as 
the obje&t of our Faith: that we bring our 
own opinions, not as the clue by which to un- 
fold Scripture, but to be tried and regulated 
by it. The want of this has bin of very per- 
nicious conſequence in matters both of Faith 
and ſpeculation. Men are commonly pre- 
poſſeſt ſtrongly with their own notions, and 
their errand to Scripture is not to lend on 
light 


nd k AWD-_ — (— F 


Sect. V II. Cautions in reading Holy Scrip. 197 


light ro judg of them, bur aids to back and 
defend them. 

7. Or this there is no Bookof controyerſy 
that do's not give notorious proof. The So- 
cinian can eaſl over-look the beginning of 
Saint Zohn, that ſaies,T he Word 445 God, Jo.1.1. 
and all rhoſe other places which plainly aſ- 
ſert the Deity of our Savior ; if he can bur di- 
yert to that other more agreeable Texr, thar 
the Father © greater then I. Among the Ro- 
maniſts, Peters being ſaid to be firſt amon 
the Apoſtles, Mar. 10.2, and that on that Rec 
Chriſt <yould build his Church , Mart. 16. 18. car- 
ries away all attention from thoſe other 

laces > Saint Par! ſaies he was not be- 
bind thevery chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor.11.5. 
that upon him lay the care of all the Churches , 
2 Cor. 11. 28. and that the Church was nor 
built upon the foundation of ſom one, but allthe 
twelve Apoſtles, Revel. 21. 14. So it fares in 
the buſineſs of the Euchariſt : T his 1 my body, 
Mat. 26, 26. carries it away clear for Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, when our Saviors calling that 
which he drunk the frat of the vine, Mar. 26. 
29. and then Saint Pauls naming the Ele- 
ments in the Lords Supper ſeveral times over 
Bread and Wine ;T he Bread that we break, 14 It 
not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt : the Cup 
that we bleſs, is it not the Communion, ©. 1 Cor. 
10.16. And again, He that eats this Bread, 
and drinks this Cup umworthily, Wc. 1 Cor. 11, 


29. 
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29. can make no appearance of an Argy- 


ment. 
8. Thus men once engag'd ranfac for 


Texts that carry ſom correſpondency to the 
opinions they have imbibed; and thoſe how 
do they rack and ſcrue to bring to a perfe& 
conformity ; and improve every little pro- 
bability into a demonſtration ? On the other 
ſide, the contrary Texts they look on as ene- 
mies, and conſider them no farther then 
to provide fences and guards againſt them : 
So they bring Texts not into the ſcales to 
weigh, but into the field ro skirmiſh , as Par- 
tizans and Auxiliaries of ſuch or ſuch opj- 
nions. 

9. B y this force ofprepoſſeſſion ir is, that 
that ſacred Rule, which is the meſure and 
ſtandard of all re&irude, is it ſelf bow'd and 
diſtorted to countenance and aber the moſt 
contrary tenets : and like a variable picture, 
repreſents differing ſhapes according to the 
light in which you view it. And ſure we cannot 
do it a worſe office then to repreſent ir thus 
diſlonant to it ſelf. Yer thus it muſt ſtill be 
till men come unbiaſt to the reading of it. 
And certainly there is all the reaſon in the 
world they ſhould do ſo : the ultimare endoef 
our faith ts but the ſalvationof our ſouls , 1 Pet. 
r. 9. and we may be ſure the Scripture can 
beft dire& us what Faith it is which will lead 
us'to that eng. h 
25 10. WHY 
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10. WHy ſhould we not then have the 
ſame indifference which a traveller hath , whe- 
ther his way lie on this hand or that; ſo.asir 
be the direct road to his journies end ? For al- 
tho it be infinitly material that I embrace 
right principles, yet 'tis not ſo that this ſhould 
be right rather then the other : and our 
withes that it ſhould be ſo, proceed only from 
our prepoſleſſions and face of our own 
conceptions, then which nothing is more apt 
to intercept the clear view of truth. It there- 
fore nearly concerns us to depoſit them, and 
to give up our ſelves without reſerve to the 
guidance of Gods Word, and give it equal 
credit when it thwarts, as when it complies 
with our own notions. 

11. Wx1THOUT this, tho we may call 
Scripture the rule of Faith, and judg of con- 
troyerſies; yet 'tis manifeſt we make it not 
ſo, butreſerve ſtill the laſt appeal to our own 
prejudicat phancies: and then no wonder, tho 
we fall under the ſame ecc2cation which our 
Savior upbraids to the Jews , that ſee:rg, wwe ſce 
not , neither do wwe underſtand , Mart. 13.14. For 
he that will not be ſay d Gods way , will hard- 
ly be ſoby his own. Hethar reſolves not im- 
partially ro embrace all the a di- 
Ctats , comes to them as unſincerely , as the 


remnant of the Jews did to Feremah to in- 
quire of the Lord for them , which he no 


ſooner had don, but they proteſt againſt = 
mel- 
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meſſage , Jer.42.20. and may expect as fatal E ,, 
an event. | Py 
12. Bur there are a ſet of men who deal 


6 - In 
yet more inſincerely with the Word ; that K 
read it inſidiouſly : on purpoſe to collect mat- * 


ter of objection and cavil : that with a mali- I , 
cious diligence compare Texts in hope to 
find contradictions ; and read attentively , but f 
to no other end then to remark incoherences | \; 
and defects in the ſtile : which when they 
think they have ſtarted , they have their de- 
ſign; and never will uſe a quarter of the I} , 
ſame diligence in conſidering how they may || ,, 
be ſolv'd, or conſulting with thoſe who may | 1 
aſſiſt them in ir. For I think I may appeal to 
the generality of thoſe who have rais'd the 
loudeſt clamors againſt the Scripture, whe- 
ther they have endeayor'd to render them- 
ſelyes competent judges of it by inquiring in- 
ro the Originals, or informing themſclves of 
thoſe local Cuſtoms , peculiar Idioms , and ma- 
ny other circumſtances, by which obſcure 
Texts are to be clear'd. And tho I donotat- 
firm it neceſſary to ſalvation that every man 
ſhould do this; yer I may affirm it neceſſary 
to him that will pretend tro judg of the Bi- 
ble : and he that withour this CR it, dos | 
it as manifeſt injury, as a Judg that ſhould 
paſs ſentence only upon the Indi&ment, 
without hearing the defence. 


13. AND certainly there cannot be any 
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thing 
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thing more unmanly and diſingenuous, then 
for men to inycigh and condemn before they 
inquire and examin. Yet this is the thing 
upon which ſo many value themſelves, afſu- 
ming to be men of reaſon, for that for which 
the Scripture pronounces them brute beaſts, 
viz. the ſpeaking evilof thoſe things they under- 
ſtand not, 2 Pet. 2. 12. Would menuſe due di- 
' || ligence, no doubt many of thoſe ſeeming 
contradictions would be reconcil'd, and the 
obſcurities clear'd: and if any ſhould after 
all remain, he might find twenty things fit- 
rer to charge it on, rhen want of verity or 

diſcourſe in the inſpir'd writers. | 
14. ALAas what' human writing is there 
of near that Antiquity , wherein there are fot 
many paſſages unintelligible? And indeed, 
unleſs modern times knew all thoſe national 
cuſtoms, obſolete Laws, particular Rites and 
Ceremonies, Phraſes and proverbial Sayings, 
to which ſuch ancient Books refer, 'tis im- 
poſſible but ſom paſſages muſt remain oh- 
ſcure. Yer in theſe we ordinarily have ſo 
much candor, as to impute their unintelligi- 
bleneſs: to our own ignorance of thoſe things 
which ſhould clear - at , the improprieties | 
of ſtile, to the variation that times make || 
in diale&ts, or to the errors of Scribes, and HE 
do not preſently exclame againſt the Authors [13 
as falſe or impertinentr, or diſcard the whole Be 
Book for ſom ſuch paſſages. | TE 
Cc IF. AND : 
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15. Axv ſure what allowances we make 
to other Books, may with more reaſon be 
made to the Bible; which having bin writ fo 
many Ages ſince, paſt thro infinit vyaricty of 
hands, and (which is above all) having bin 
the obje& of the Devils, and wicked mens 
malice, lies under greater diſadyantages then 
any human compoſure: And doubtleſs men 
would be as equitable ro that as they are to 
others, were it not that they more wiſh to 
have that falſe or irrational then any other 
Book. The plain parts of it, the precepts and 
threatnings ſpeak clearer then they deſire, 
gall and fret them; and therefore they will 
revenge themſelyes upon the obſcurer: and 
ſeem angry that there are ſom things, they 
vadeetiebd not, when indeed their real dil- 
pleſure is at thoſe they do. 

16. A fecond qualification preparatory to 
reading the Scripture is reverence. When 
we take the Bible in our hands, wc thould co 
it with other ſentiments and apprehenſions 
then when we take a common Book ; conſi- 
dering thar it is the word of God, the inſtru- 
ment of our ſalvation; or upon our abuſe of 
it a promoter of our ruin. 

17. AND ſure this if duly apprehended. 
cannot bur ſtrike us with a reyerential awe, 
make us to ſay with Zacob, Gen. 28. x7. ſurely 
God u in this place; controle all trifling phan- 
cies, and make us read , not for cuſtom or di- 
yertiſc- 
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yertiſement, but with thoſe ſolemn and holy 
nrentions which become the dignity of its 
Author. Accordingly we find s. men have 
in all Ages bin affected with it, and ſom to 
the inward reverence of the mind, have join'd 
the outward of the body alſo, and neverread 


it but _ their knees: an example that 


may both inſtru& and reproach our profa- 
neſs; who commonly read by chance, and at 
ayenture : If a Bible happen in our way, we 
take it up as we would do a Romance, or 
Play-book; only herein we differ, that we 
diſmiſs it much ſooner, and retain leſs of irs 
impreſſions. 

18 IT was a Law of Numa, that no man 
ſhould meddle with divine things, or worſhip 
the Gods, inpaſling , or by accident, but make 
it a fer and ſolemn buſineſs. And eyery one 
knows with how great ceremony and ſolem- 
nity the heathen Oracles were conſulted. 
How great a ſhame is it then for Chriſtians 
ro Jefalk that reverence from the true God, 
which heathens allow'd their falſe ones ? 

' 19. Now this proceeds ſomtimes from 
the want of that habitual reyerence we ſhould 
alwaics have to it as Gods word, and ſomtimes 
from want of actual exciting it, when we go 


to read: for if the habit lie only dormant in ' 


us, and be not awak'd by actual conſidera- 
tion, itavails us as little in our reading , as the 
habirual ſtrength of a man do's towards la- 

Cc 2 bor ; 
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we do it, to ſtir up our ſclves to thoſe ſolemn 
apprchenſions of its dignity and autority, as 
may render us malleable, and apr to receiyc 
its impreſſions: for where there is no reye- 
rence, 'tis not to be expected there ſhould be 
any genuine or laſting obcdience, 

21. SAINT Auſtin in his Tract to Hon 
ratus , of the advantage of belicying, makes 
the firſt requiſit ro the knowledg of.the Scri- 
ptures to be the love of them. Belzeve me, 
ſaies he, every thing in the Scripture u ſublame 
and drume, its truth and dotirin are ml 
accommodate to the refreſhment, and buildin 
up of our minds : and in all reſpetts 0 weir 
that every one may draw thence what tu ſuff- 
cient for him; provided he approach it with 
devotion, piety, and religion. T he proof of thus 
may require much reaſoning and diftour ſe. But 
this I am firſt to per ſwade , that you do not hate 
the Autbors, and then that you love them. Had 
we an ul opinion of Virgil, nay, if upon the ac- 
count of the reputation he has gain'd with our 
Preaeceſſors, we did not greatly love , before we 
underſtood him; we ſhould never patiently go 
thro all the difficult queſtions Grammaritans raiſt 
about him. Many employ themſelves in com 
menting upon him 5 we eſteem him moſt , whoſe ex- 

Poſition moſt commends the Bogk , and ſhews gu 
| e 
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the Author , not _ was free from error , but did 
excellently well where he ts not underſtood. And 
if ſuch an account happen not to be given, we 
mpute it rather to the Interpreter then the 
Poet. | Rf 

22. THUS the good Father; whoſe words 
I have tranſcrib'd at large, as being remark- 
able ro the preſent purpoſe; he alſo ſhews 
that the mind of no Author is to be learnt 
from one averſe to his doqrin: as that 'tis 
yain to enquire of Ar:ſtotles Books from one 
of a difterent Set: Or of Archimedes from 
Epicurus : the diſcourſe will be as diſpleaſing 
as the ſpeaker; and that ſhall be eſteem'd ab- 
fſurd, which comes from one that is envi'd 
or deſpis'd. 

23. A third preparative to our reading 
ſhould be praier. The Scripture as it was di- 
Ctated art firſt by the holy Spirit, ſo muſt ſtill 
owe its effets and influence to its coopera- 
tion. T he things of God, the Apoſtle tells us, 
are ſpiritually diſcerwd , 1 Cor.2.14. Andtho 
the natural man may well enough apprehend 
the letter, and grammatical ſenſe of rhe 
Word; yet its power and energy, that inſi- 
nuative perſwaſive force whereby it works on 
hearts, is peculiar to the ſpirit; and there- 
fore without his aids, the Scripture whilſt ir 
lies open before our cies, may ſtill be as 4 
Book that is ſeatd, Efai. 29. 11. be as ineffe- 
ive as if the characters were illegible. 


24. BE- 
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24. BES1DES our Savior tells us the devil 
is ſtill buſy to ſteal away the ſeed as ſoon as it u 
ſown, Mar. 13. 17. And unleſs we have ſom 
better guard then our own vigilance, he is 
ſure enough to proſper in his attemr. Let it 
therefore be our care to invoke the divine 
Aid; and when ever we take the Bible into 
our hands, to dart up at leaſt a hearty ejacu- 
lation, that we may find its effe&s in our 
hearts. Letus ſay with holy David, open thou 
mine eies O Lord, that I may ſee the wondrous 
things of thy Law. Bleſſed art thou O Lord, 0 
teach me thy ſtatutes, P\. 119. Nay indeed 
'twil be fit matter of adaily ſolemn devotion, 
as our Church has made it an annual in the 
Collect on the ſecond Sunday in Advent: a 
praier ſo apt and fully expreſſive of what we 
ſhould deſire in this particular, that if we tran- 
ſcribe not only. the example, but the very 
words, I know not how we can form that part 
of our deyotion more advantageouſly. 

25. In the ſecond place we are to conſi- 
der what is requir'd of us at the time of read- 
ing the Scripture; which conſiſts principally 
in twe things. The firſt of theſe is attention, 
which is ſo indiſpenſably requiſir, that without 
.it all Books arealike, and all equally infignifi- 
cant: for he that adverts not to the ſenſe of 
what he reads, the wiſeſt diſcourſes ſignify no 
moreto him, then the moſt exquiſit muſicdo's 
to a man perfealy deaf. The letters _ on 
ables 
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lables of the Bible are no more ſacred then 
thoſe of another Book; 'tis the ſenſe and 
meaning only that is divinely infpir'd: and 
he that be only the former, may as well 
entertain himſelf with a ſpelling-book. 

26. WE mult ws 2 keep our minds 
fixt and attent to what we read: 'tis a folly 
and lightneſs not to do fo in human Authors ; 
but 'tis a fin and danyer not to do fo in this 
divine Book. We know there can ſcarce be 
a greater inſtance. of contemr and diſyalue, 
then to: hear a man ſpeak, and not art all 
mind what he ſaies: yer this vileſt affront do 
all rhofe put upon God, who hear or read his 
Word, : and giye it no attention. Yet I fear 
the practice is not more impious then it is 
frequent: for there are many that read the 
Bible, who if at the end of each Chapter they 
ſhould be call d ro account, I doubr they could 
produce very ſlender collections: and truly 
tis a fad confidcration, that that ſacred Book 
15 read moſt atrentively by thoſe, who read 
it as ſom preach the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 15. out of 
ery and [irife. How curiouſly do men in- 
ſect, nay ranfac and embouwel a Text to find 
a pretence for cavil and objection, whilſt men 
who profeſs ro look there for life and ſalva- 
tion, read with fuch a retchleſs heedleſneſs, 
as if it could tell -them nothing they were 
concern'd in: and to ſuch ?tis no wonder if 


their reading bring no adyantage. God is 
not 
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not in this ſenſe feund of thoſe that ſeek him 
not, Efſai. 65. 1. 'tis Satans part to ſerve him- 
ſelf of the bare words and characters of holy 
Writ, for charms and amulets : the vertue 
God has put there conſiſts in the ſenſe and 
meaning, and can never be drawn out by 
drouſy inadyerting Readers. 

27. THIS unattentiveneſs fore-ſtalls all 
poſſibility of good. How ſhall that convince 
the underſtanding , orperſwade the affeQions, 
which do's not ſo much as enter the imagi- 
nation. So that in this caſe the ſeed ſeems 
more caſt away then in any of thoſe inſtances 
the parable gives, Mar. 13. In thoſe ir till 
fell upon the ſoil, bur in this.it never reaches 
that; bur is ſcatter'd and diſſipated. as with 
a mighty wind, by thoſe thoughts which 
have prepoſleſs'd the mind. Let no man 
therctorc take this ſacred Book into his hand, 
till he have turn'd out all diſtracting phan- 
cies, and haye his faculties free and vacant 
for thoſe better obje&ts which will there pre- 
ſent themſelyes. And when he has ſo difpos'd 
himſelf for attention, then let him contrive 


to improve that attention to the beſt adyan- 
tage. 


28. To which purpoſe it may be very con-. 


ducive to pur it into ſom order and method. 
As for inſtance, when he reads the doctrinal 
part of Scripture, let him firſt and principally 
adyert to thoſe plain Texts which OE 
the 
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the necefſaty points of Faith: that he may 
not owe his Creed only to his education, the 
; © inſtitution of his Parents or Tutors ; bur may 
| know the true foundation on which it is 
| | bottom'd, wzz. the word of God, and may 
; © thence be able to juſtify his Faith: and as 

Saint Peter exhorts, be ready to give an an- 
| [| ſwer to every man that asks hima reaſon of the 
» I hope that tw in him, 1 Pet. 3. 15. For want of 
this it is, that Religion fits fo looſe upon men, 
that every wind of doctrin blows them into 
- Ediſtin& and various forms; till ar laſt their 
, | Chriſtianity it ſelf vapors away and difap- 
| Ypcars. 
| 
| 


29. Bur let men be careful thus ro ſecure 
the foundation , and then *rwill be commen- 
dable in them ( who are capable of it) ro | 
aſpire to higher degrees of ſpeculation; yer 
even in theſe it will be their ſateſt courſe 
chiefly ro purſue ſuch as have the moſt imme- 
diat influence on practice, and be more indu- 
| ftrious to make obſervations of that fort, then 
| | curious and critical remarks, or bold conje- 
; | tures upon thoſe myſteries on which God has ; 
Efpread a veil. ; 
3o. Bur beſides a mans own particular we 
Fcollections, it will be prudence in him to ad- Jas 
'{ vantage himſelf of thoſe of others, and to ho 
| wnfok the learned'ſt and beſt expoſitors; and 1 


that not only uvyon a preſent emergency , 314% 
when he is to diſpute a point, ( as moſt do) 
bur 
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but in the conſtant courſe of this reading, 
wherein he will moſt ſedatly, and diſpaſſio-, 
natly judg of the notions they offer. Mr 
31. As to the choice of the portions of py 
Scripture tobe read in courſe, tho I ſhall nor pl 
condemn that of reading the whole Bible inflp, 
order, yet 'tis apparent that ſom parts of itÞyj 
(as that of the Levitical Law) are not ſoflgg 
aptly accommodared to our preſent ſtare, asth, 
others are; and conſequently nor ſo edifica-fſc9 
cory to us : and therefore I cannot ſee whyſſth, 
any man ſhould oblige himſelf ro an equalfſ} 
frequency in reading them. And to this our "> 
Church ſeems to give her ſuffrage; by exclu-|h; 
ding ſuch out of her public Leſſons. And iff+y; 
we govern our privat ROS by her meſures, [te 
it will well expreſs our deference to her judy-fng 
ment ; who has ſeleted ſom parts of Scri-Jth, 
pture , not that ſhe would keep her childrenſt9 
in ignorance of any, but becauſe they tendÞ\yi 
moſt immediatly to practice. pu 
32. NEITHER will the daily reading the qy 
Scripture in the rubricks order, hinder = 
man from acquainting himſelf with the reſt. 
For he may take in the other parts as ſuper-ſ in 
numerarics to his conſtant task , and read] ty 
them as his leiſure and inclination ſhall prom. qd; 
So that all the hurt that can accrue to him] {y 
by this method , is the being invited to read dc 
lomtimes extraordinary proportions. Te 
33. IF it be objected, that to thoſe _ al 
any 
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daily hear the Church Service, 'rwill be a kind 
of tautology, firſt to read thoſe Leſſons in 
privat, which ſoon after they ſhall hear read 
publicly, 1 anſwet that whatever men may 
pleaſe to call it, 'twill really be an adyantage : 
for he that ſhall read a chapter by himſelf 
with due conſideration, Pin conſulting of 
good Paraphraſts, will have div'd ſo far into 
the ſenſe of it, that he will much better 
comprehend it when he hears it read: as on 
the other ſide, the hearing it read ſo immediat- 
y after will ſerve ro confirm and river the 
enſe in his mind. The one is as the conning , 
the other the repeating the Leſſon; which 
every Schole-boy can tell us is beſt don ar the 
neareſt diſtance to each other. Bur I ſhall 


"nor contend for this, or any particular me- 


thod ; let the Scripture be read in propottion 
to every mans leiſure and capacity, and read 
with attention; and we need nor be fcru- 
pulous about circumſtances, when rhe main 
duty is ſecur'd. DE 
34. But as in the doctrinal, ſo in the 
preceptive part, there is a caution to be us'd 
In our attention. For we are to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween thoſe temporary en No thar were a- 
dapred to particular times and occaſions, and 
ſuch as are of perpertal obligarion. He that 
do's not this may bring himſelf under the 
Jewiſh Law, or believe a neceſſity of ſellin 


all and giving it to the poor becauſe 'twas 
Dd 2 Chriſts 
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Chriſts command to the rich man, Mat. 19.ff : 
or incur other conſiderable miſchiets. c 
35. Taus frequently commands are put | p 
in comprehenſive indefinite words, but con-f t 
cern only the Generality ro whom the Lay | v 
is written; and not thoſe who are entruſted I 7 
with the vindication of their contemt. Ac-f| p 
cordingly 'tis ſaid , 7hou ſhalt not kill, Mark, | t 
10. 19. which concerns the private perſon; | 0 
but extends not to the Magiſtrate in theexe-f d 
cution of his office, who zs arevenger appoin- || tl 
ted by God, and bears not the ſword in vain. ai 
Rom. 13. 4. So the injunction not 70 /wear } ti 
atall, Mart. 5. 34 refers to the common tranſ- I lc 
actions of life; but not thoſe ſolemn occa- || 0 
fions where an oath is to give glory to God, || h 
and ts the end of all ſtrife, Heb. g. 16. Yet] p 
theſe miſtakes at this day preyail with Ana- Þ| 11 
bapriſts and Quakers, and bottom their || 2 
denial of the Magiſtrates power to protect his | » 
Subjects by war; and to determin differences 
in Peace, by the oath of witneſles in judicial I v 
proceedings. c 
36. THERE is anotherdiſtinction we are to || © 
attend to; and that is between abſolute and || Þ 
primary commands, and ſecundary ones: the || {: 
former we are to ſet a ſpecial remark upon, as || t: 
thoſe upon whoſe obſeryance or violationour || t! 
erernal life or death inſeparably depends. And || t 
therefore our firſt and moſt ſolicitous care | Þ 
muſt be concerning them. I mention this, | | 
not 


— 
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not to diyert any from aſpiring to the higheſt 
degrees of perfection: bur to reprove that 


prepoſterous courſe many take, 'who lay 


the greateſt weight upon thoſe things on 
_- God laies the leaſt; and haye more 
zeal for oblique intimations, then for. ex- 
preſs downright commands; nay think by 
the one to commute for the contemt of the 
other. For example, faſting is recommen- 
ded to us in Scripture, bur in a far lower key 
then moral duties: rather as an expedient 
and help to vertue, then as properly a ver- 
tue it ſelf. And yet we may = men ſcrupu- 
lous in that, who ſtartle not at injuſtice, and 
oppreſſion ( that clamorous fin that cries to 
heaven ) who pretend to mortify their ap- 
petites by denying itits proper food, or being 
luxurious in one ſort of it; and yet glurttheir 
avarice, cat up the poor, and devour widows 
houſes, Mat. 23. 

37. To ſuch as theſe 'twould be good ad- 
vice to fix their attention on the abſolute 
commands, to ſtudy moral honeſty, and the 
eſſentials of Chriſtianity; ro make a ow 
progreſs there, and do what God indiſpen- 
ſably requires: and then it may be ſcaſonable 
ro think of voluntary oblations: bur rill then 
they are ſo far from homage, that they are 
the moſt reprochful flattery; an attemr to 
bribe God againſt himſelf; and a facrilege, 
like that of Diony/ins; who took away _— 

s 
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los golden robe, and gave him a ſtuff one. 

38. The ſecond thing requiſit in our rea- 
ding is application : this is the proper end of 
our attention: and without this we may be 
very buſy to very little purpoſe. The moſt 
laborious attention without it, puts us butin 
the condition of thoſe poor ſlaves that labor 
in the mines: who with infinit toil dig thar 
ore of which they ſhall never partake. If 
therefore we will appropriate that rich tre- 
ſure, we muſt apply, and ſo make it our own. 

39. LET us then at every period of holy 
Writ, refle& and look on our ſelves as the 

erſons ſpoke to. When we find Philp giving 
Sra7 0 ro the Eunuch upon this condition 
that he behzeve with all his heart, AR. 8. let 
us conſider thar unleſs we do ſo; our baptiſm 
( like a thing ſurrepritiouſly obtain'd) conyeis 
notitle tous; will avail us nothing. 

40. WHEN we read our Saviours denun- 
ciation tothe Jews , except ye repent ,ye ſhallall 
likewiſe periſh ; Lu. 13.5. we are to lookon 
it as if addreſt immediatly to ourſelves; and 
conclude as great a neceſſity of our repen- 
tance. In thoſe black catalogues of crimes 
which the Apoſtle mentions, 1 Cor. 6. 10. and 
Gal. 5.19, 20,21. as excluding from rhe King- 
dom of heayen, we are to behold our own 
guilts arraign'd, and to reſolve that the ſame 
crimes will as certainly ſhut heaven gates a- 
gainſt us, as thoſe to whom thoſe Epiſtles were 

1mme- 
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immediatly directed. In all the preceprs of 
good life, and Chriſtian yertue, we are to 
think our ſelves as nearly and particularly 
concern'd, as if we had bin Chriſts Auditors 
on the Mount. So proportionably in all rhe 
threats and promiſes we are either to tremble 
or hope, according as we find our ſelyes ad- 
here to thoſe ſins or yertues to which they are 
affixr. 

41. Tfh1s cloſe application would ren- 
der what we read operative and effective, 
which withour it will be uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
cant. We may ſee an inſtance of it in David ; 
who was not at all convinc'd of his ownguilt 
by Nat#hans parable ( tho the moſt appo- 
ſire that was imaginable ) till he roundly 
appli'd it, ſaying, thou art the man: 2 Sam. 
12. And unleſs we treat our ſelyes at the 
ſame rate, the Scripture may fill our heads 
with high notions, nay with many ſpecula- 
tive truths, which yer amounts to no more 
then the Devils rheology, 7a. 2. 19. and will 
as little advantage vs. 

42. IT now remains that we ſpeak of what 
we are to do after our reading ; which may 
be ſumm'd up in two words: Recolle& and 
practice. Our memories are very frail as to 
things of this nature. And therefore we 
ought to impreſs them as deep as we can, by 
reflecting on what we have read. It is an ob- 


ſervation out of the Levitical Law, that 
thoſe 
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thoſe beaſts only were clean, and fit for ſa- 
crifice , that chew'd the cud , Lev. 11. 4. And rho 
the ceremony were Jewiſh, the moral is Chri- 
ſtian, and admoniſhes us how we ſhould re- 
volve and ruminate on ſpiritual inſtructions. 
Without this what we hear or read lips in- 
ſenſibly from us, and like letters writ in chalk, 
is wip't out by the next ſucceeding thought: 
but recollection engraves and indents the 
characters in the mind. And he that would 
duly uſe it, would find other manner of im- 

reſſions; more affective and more laſting, 
then bare reading will leave. 

43. WE find it thus in all Sciences: he 
that only reads over the rules, and laies aſide 
the thoughts of them together with his Book, 
will make but a ſlow advance; whileſt he that 
plods and ſtudies upon them , repetes and rein- 
forces them upon his mind , ſoon arrives to 
an eminency. By this it was that David at- 
tain'd to that pertection in Gods Law as to 
out-ſtrip his teachers , and underſtand more then 
the Ancients, Pl. 119. 99, 100. becauſe it was 
his meditationas himſelf tells us, ver. 97, 99. 

44. LET us therefore purſuc the ſame me- 
thod; and when we have rcad a portion of 
Scripture, let us recolle& what obſervable 
things we have there met with : what cxhor- 

tations to yertue, or determents from vice; 
what promiſes to obedience, or menaces for 
the contrary: what examples of Gods yen- 
geance, 
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"2:90 againſt ſuch or ſuch ſins, or whar in- 
ances of his bleſſing upon duties. If we do 
this daily, we cannot but amaſs together a 
great ſtock of Scripture documents , which 
will be ready for us to produce upon every 
occaſion. Satan can aſſault us no wh , but 
we ſhall be provided of a guard , a Scriptum 
eſt ; which we ſee was the ſole armor the ca- 
ptain of our ſalvation us'd in his encounter 
with him. Mar. 4. ver. 4,7, and 10. and will 
be as ſucceſsful to us, if we will duly ma- 
nage it: 

45. THE laſt thing requir'd as conſequent 
to our reading, is praftice. This is the ulti- 
mate end, to which all the fore-going quali- 
fications are directed. And if we fail cre, 
the moſt aſſiduous diligence in all the former 
will be bur loſt labor. Let us mean nevyer fo 
well, attend never ſo cloſe, recolle& neyer ſo 
exactly; if afterall we do not praftiſe, all the 
reſt will ſerve but to enhance ourguilt. Chri- 
ſtianity is an active Science, and the Bible 
was given us not merely for a theme of ſpecu- 
lation, bur for a rule of life. 

46. And alas, what will it ayail us that our 
opinions are right, if our manners be crook- 


| ed ? When the Scripture has ſhew'd us what 
God requires of us, nay, has evinc'drous the 


reaſonableneſs of the injunctions, the great a- 
POIs which they have to the excel- 


ency of our nature: an has backrt this with 
E e the 
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the aſſurance that mn Keeping of them there 


ſhall be a great reward, Pf. 19. 11. if in the 
midſt of ſuch importunate invitations to lite 
we will chuſe death ; we are indeed worthy, 
as the wiſe man ſpeaks, to take part with it, 
Wiſ. 1. 16. our crimes are hereby increas'd 
to a monſtrous bulk, and alſo depriv'd of that 
veil and ſhelter which + wer and igno- 
rance would have given them. And a vicious 
Chriſtian may have cauſe at the laſt day to 
wiſh that he had ſtudied the Alcoran rather 
then the Bible. His ſenſualities might then 
have pleaded, that they were but = antici- 
paring his Paradice , taking up that before 

and , which his Religion propos'd to him as 
his /ammim bonum , his final and higheſt aim. 
But with what confuſion muſt a Chriſtian 
then appear, whoſe inſtitution obliges him 
ro mortify the fleſh : and yer has made itthe 
buſineſs of his life, not only to ſatisfy , but 
eyen to enrage, and enflame its appetites ? 
that has ſet up a counter-diſcipline to that of 
the Goſpel he profeſſes ; and when that re- 
quires auſterities and ſelf-denials, ro reduce 
corrupt nature to a tameneſs and ſubjection; 
has not only pull'd off the bridle, butus'd the 
ſpur ; contriv'd Arts to debauch eyen corru- 
ption it ſelf ; and has forc'd his relucting ra- 
rure upon ſtudied and artificial leudneſs? Such 
men may be thought to haye read the Scri- 
pture with no other deſign bur to be ſure to 
run” 
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run counter to it ; that by informing them- 
ſelves of Gods will, they may know the more 
exatly how to affront and contraditt ir. 

47. Nay, ſoit is, too many unto malice 
add contemt; are not content only ſullenly 
to reſiſt irs Precepts , but deſpiſe and revile 
them alſo; arraign the wiſdom of God, and 
pronounce the ivine Laws to be weak and 
impertinent'; lay their Scenes of ridiculous 
mirth in the Bible ; rally in the ſacred Dia- 
lect, and play the Buffoons with the moſt ſe- 
rious thing in the world. An impious licen- 
riouſneſs which is now grown to x 9 height, 
that it is one of the wonders of Gods long- 
ſuffering, that there are not as many eminent 
inſtances of the yengeance, as there are of the 
guilt. I have formerly complain'd of it, and 
muſt ſtill crave leave to do ſo. It is indeed 
ſo ſpreading an infetion , that we can never 
be foateurly arm'd againſt it. Som degrees 
of it have tainted many who have not utterly 
renounc'd their reverence for the Bible : there 
being thoſe who in their ſolemn moods own 
it as Gods word and profeſs they muſt finally 
ſtand or fall by its verdi&t ; who yet in their 
jocular humors make light and irreverent ap- 
plications of its phraſes and ſentences, furniſh 
out their little jeſts in its atrire,and uſe ir asif 
they thought ir good for nothing elſe. 

48. AND certainly this abuſe in men thar 
own the Bible , is infinitly mor e monſtrous 

Ee 2 chen 
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then in thoſe who defy it: the later look on 
it as a common thing, anduſeitas ſuch: but 
for thoſe who confel? it ſacred, thus to pro- 
ſtirute it, is a flat contradiction as m__ a- 
gainſt the rules of Diſcourſe as Religion: 'ris 
to offer the ſame abuſe ro Chriſt in his Ward, 
which the rude ſoldiers did to his perſon; to 
bow the knee before it, and yet expoſe it as 
an obje& of ſcorn and laughter. Burt ſure 
there cannot be two things more inconſiſtent, 
then the ayvowing it to be dictated by God 
in order to the moſt important concern of 
man, and yer debaſe it to the yileſt pur- 
poſes; make it the drudg and hackney to 
our ſportful humors, and bring it out as the 
Philiſtims did Sam/on, only to make us mer- 
ry, Fud.16.25. 

49. INDEED one would wonder how that 
ſhould become a proper inſtrument for that 
purpoſe, that Ee, docrins of righteouſneſs, 
temperance and judgment to come ( every 
where ſcatter'd thro that Book ) which ſet 
heathen Felzx a trembling , ſhould ſer Chri- 
ſtians a laughing: and yet ſhould men cite 
the ſame things and phraſes Gut of another 
Aythor, there would beno jeſt init, It ſeems 
therefore that the ſpirit and eſſence of this 
ſort of wit lies in the profaneneſs. , How ab- 
ſurd is it then for men that do not utterly 
abjure Religion, to affe& this impious ſortof 
raillery , which has nothing but daring wick- 
edneſs 
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edneſs torecommend it? For certainly, of all 
the waies of diſcourſe that ever pretended 
towit, this has theleaſt claim to it. 

50. WHAT ſtrength of reaſon, or height 
of phancy is there, in RY of phraſes and 
fragments of Books, when what they would 
ſay, they might much more properly expreſs 
in their own words? In any other inſtance 
bur this of the Bible, it would paſs rather for 
a defe& then an exceſs of wit. Bur that which 
I ſuppoſe renders it ſo taking, is, thatirtis the 
cheapeſt expedient for men to arrive to that 
rag Men that cannor go to rhe coſt 
of any thing that is truly ingenious, can by 
this means immediatly commence wits; if 
they can but charge their memories with half 
a dozen Texts, they need no other furnirure 
for the trade: thcſe mangled and tranſpo- 
ſed, will be ready art all turns, and render 
them applauded by thoſe who have no other 
meſure of wit, but its oppoſition to Piery. Bur 
would God, men would look a little before 
them, and conſider what the final reckoning 
will be for ſuch divertiſements; and if the 
whole world be an unequal exchange for a 
ſoul, what a miſerable Merchant is he thar 
barters his for a bald inſipid jeſt ? ſuch as a 
ſober man would ayoid were there no fin 
in it. 

51. I know men are apt to flatter them- 


ſelyes, that theſe lighter frolics will paſs for 
nothing , 
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nothing , ſo long as they do not ſcriouſly and 
maliciouſly oppoſe Gods word : bur I fear 
they will find God in earneſt, tho they be in 
jeſt. He that has magnified bis Word above all 
things, Pal. 138. 2. cannot brook that we 
ſhould make it vile and cheap, play and dally 
with it. And if it were a capital crime to 
convert any of the perfume ot the Sanctuary 
to common uſe, Ex. 30. 32. can we think God 
can be pleas'd to ſee his more ſacred Word, 
the theme of our giddy mirth, and have his 
own words echoed to him in profane drol- 
lery ? 

Ay Bur beſides 'tis to be conſider'd that 
this wanton liberty is a ſtep to the more ſo- 
lemn and deliberate contemrt of Gods word: 
cuſtom do's ſtrangely preſcribe to us ; and he 
that a while has us'd any thing irreyerently, 
will at laſt bring his practice into argument, 
and conclude thar there is no reverence due 
to it. God knows we are naturally too apt 
ro ſlight and eaſy apprehenſions of ſacred 
things; and had need to uſeall Arts and In- 
ſtruments to impreſs an awe upon our minds. 

53. I 7 will fure then be yery unſafe for 
us to trifle with them , and by ſo unduea fa- 
miliarity draw on that contemt which we 
ſhould make it our care to avoid. The wiſe 
man faies, he that contemns ſmall things, ſhall 
fall by little and little, Eccl. I9. 1. And thono 
degree of irreyerence towards God or _ 
Word, 
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Word, can be call'd a ſmall thing abſolutely 
conſider'd, yet comparatively with the more 
exorbitant eas it may : and yer that ſmal- 
ler is the ſeed and parent of the greateſt. Itis 
ſoin all fins ; rhe kingdom of Satan, like thar 
of God, may be compard' to 2 grain of mu- 
ftard feed, Mart. 13. 31. which tho little in ir 
ſelf, is mighty in its increaſe. 

54- No man ever yet began at the top of 
gangs £ but the advance is ſtill gradual Gon 
one degree to another ; each commiſſion 
ſmoothing and glibbing the way to the next. 
He that accuſtoms in Fis ordinary diſcourſe, 
to uſe the ſacred Name of God with as little 
ſentiment and reverence, as he do's thar of 
his neighbor or ſervant ; that makes ir his 
common by-word, and cries Lord and God 
upon every the lighteſt occaſion of exclama- 
tion or wonder, this man has a very ſhort ſtep 
tothe uſing it in oaths, and upon fan 
occaſions ; and he that ſwears vainly, is at 
no great diſtance from ſwearing falſely. Ir 
is the ſame inthis inſtance of the Scriptures : 
He that indulges his wit to rally with them, 
will ſoon come to think them ſuch tame | 
things that he may down-right ſcorn them : 
And when he is arriv'd to that, then he muſt ly 
pick quarrels to juſtify it, rill atlaſt hearrive [5 
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even to the height of enmity. E- 
55. LEeT every man therefore take heed I 
of ſetting ſo much as one ſtep in this fatal * 


circle; 


y 
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circle ; guard himſelf __ the firſt inft- 
nuation of this guilt: and when ajeſt offers it 
ſelf as a temtation, let him balance that with 
a ſober thought, and conſider whether the 
jeſt can uit the coſt, 
kim- poſſeſs his mind with an habitual awe, 
take up the Bible with ſolemner thoughts, 
and other kind of apprehenſions then > 


human Author: and if he habituate himſelf 


to this reverence, every clauſe and phraſe of 
it that occurs to his mind, will be apter to ex- 
cite him to deyout cjaculations then yain 
laughrer. | pt EET 
56. IT is reported of our excellentPrince, 
King Edward the fixth ; that when in his 
Council Chamber , a Paper that was call'd 
for happen'd to lie out of reach , and the 
Perſon concern'd to produce it, took a Bible 
that lay by , and handing upon it reacht down 
the Paper : the King obſerving what was 
don, ran himſelf to the place, and taking 
the Bible in his hands , kiſſed it, and laid it 
up again. Of this it were a very deſirable 
moral, that Princes, and all perſons in au- 
tority, would take care not to permit any to 
raiſe themſelves by either a heated or 
profane trampling upon holy things. But 
beſides that , a more general application of- 
fers its ſelf; rhat all men of ——_ condition 
ſoeyer , ſhould both themſelves abſtain from 
every action that has the appearance of a 
Z con- 
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ofttemt of the holy Scriprurc; and alfo when 
tiey obſerve it in others, diſcountenance the 
nſolence : and by their words and actions 

ive Teſtimony of the veneration which the 
ave for that holy Book , they ſee others 74 

ts. [wretchedly deſpiſe. 

| 57. Bur above all let him who reads the 
+4 Scripture ſeriouſly , ſet himſelf co the practice 
of [of it, anddaily examin how he proceeds in it : 
x. {he that diligently do's this, will notbe much 
at leifure Wor: with it: he will ſcarce meet 
with a Text which will not give him cauſe of 
,. frefletion , and provide him work within his 
7 $own breſt : eyery duty injoin'd will promt 
4 | him to examin how he has perform'd ; eve- 
ry ſin forbid , will call hinv ro recolte& how 
guilty he has bin, every pathetic ſtrain of de- 
votion will kindle his zeal, oratlcaſt upbraid 
his coldneſs : eyery heroic example will excite 
his emulation. Ina word, every parrt of Scri- 
prure will , if duly appli'd, contribute to ſom 
good and excellentend. And when a thing is 
proper.for ſuch noble purpoſes, can it be the 
part a wiſe man to apply it only ro mean 
- phone Would any bur an Idiot waſt that 
-Soveraign Liquor in th TY of his fcet, 
which was given him to expel poiſon from 
his heart? And are not we guilty of the like 
folly when we apply Gods word to ſerve only 
a ludicrous humor : and make our ſelves mer- 
ry with that which was deſign'd for the moſt 
F f ſerious 
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ſerious and moſt important purpoſe; the fal. 
vation of our ſouls. And indeed who eyer 
takes any lower aim then that, and the yer- 
tues preparatory to it in his ſtudy of Scripture, 
extremely debaſes ir. 

58. LET us therefore keep a ſteady eie up- 
on that mark, and preſs towards it as the Apo- 
ſtle did ; Ph1l. 3. 14. walk by that rule the holy 
Scripture propoſes ; faithfully and diligently 
obſerye its precepts, that we may finally par- 
rake its promiſes. To this end continuall 
pray we in the words of our oY mother the 


Church unto Almighty God, who has caus'd 
all holy Scripture to be written for our learn- ; 


ing; that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, 
* that by patience and comfort of his hol 


Word, we may embrace and ever hold falt - 


the bleſſed hope of everlaſting Life , which he 
has given in our Savior Jeſus Chriſt. 


FF 


do ad attic ls. bin he. 
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